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extraneous material on the bill under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Nebraska?

There was no objection.

Mr. OSBORNE. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, S. 1066 introduced by
Senator KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON will re-
move 19 acres of private property that
has been mistakenly included within
the Coastal Barrier Resources System.
An identical bill, H.R. 154, has been
proposed by the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. PAUL). | compliment him for his
leadership on behalf of this measure.

Specifically, the Matagorda dunes
subdivision in Matagorda, Texas, was
placed into the system despite the fact
that a full complement of infrastruc-
ture, including roads and electricity,
existed prior to 1977 and that it exceed-
ed the number of structures per acre
rule that is required for inclusion
under the act.

For more than 20 years, these home-
owners were told they were not within
the system and therefore eligible for
both Federal flood insurance and State
wind insurance. These policies have
now been canceled, and it is essential
that this mistake be corrected so that
their property can be protected from
any future flooding problems. It is dif-
ficult, if not impossible, to sell coastal
property or obtain a home mortgage
without access to Federal flood insur-
ance.

During the hearing before the Com-
mittee on Resources on this legisla-
tion, the administration expressed
strong support and a local county
judge testified, ““A mistake was made
21 years ago that placed this little sub-
division in CBRA. It does not matter
who made the mistake, but now since
the mistake has come to light, please
help us fix it.”

Finally, the House version of this bill
was unanimously approved by the Com-
mittee on Resources. | urge my col-
leagues to support Senate 1066. | again
compliment the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. PAuL) for representing his con-
stituents in such an effective way.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, |
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

(Mrs. NAPOLITANO asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, S.
1066 is a noncontroversial piece of leg-
islation that is identical to companion
legislation, H.R. 154, passed and re-
ported by the Committee on Resources
earlier this year as was just addressed
by my colleague.

By all evidence this technical correc-
tion appears to be genuine and needed
to fix a legitimate error in the maps
depicting the Matagorda subdivision in
Unit T-07. For this reason and because
this legislation would not undermine
the policies of the Coastal Barrier Re-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

sources Act, Members should not op-
pose this legislation, and | recommend
they vote for it.

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to
support S. 1066, the Senate version of my
H.R. 154, which | introduced on the first day
of the 108th Congress. This legislation fixes a
mistake in the official Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ices’ maps by removing a 19-acre area known
as Matagorda Dunes, in Matagorda County,
Texas, from the John H. Chafee Coastal Bar-
rier Resources Act (COBRA). This change is
fully supported by the Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice. In fact, a Fish and Wildlife Service created
map, dated July 12, 2002, acknowledges the
error.

This change will ensure property owners
who had already begun developing this area
are able to obtain insurance. Congress never
intended to deny these landowners access to
insurance. Matagorda Dunes was included in
COBRA as a result of a drafting error when
the COBRA maps were revised in the early
eighties. Unless this mistake is fixed, the re-
sult could be catastrophic for these property
owners who invested in developing Matagorda
Dunes under the belief that the land was ex-
cluded from COBRA. A failure to fix this mis-
take could also be quite costly to the Amer-
ican taxpayers.

Fixing this mistake is also quite important to
the people of Matagorda County, which is why
a county official traveled to Washington to tes-
tify at a hearing on this bill in September. In
conclusion, | thank Chairman PomBo and my
colleague from Texas, Senator HUTCHISON, for
their work on this issue and | urge my col-
leagues to support this important bill.

Mr. Speaker, | yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. OSBORNE. Mr. Speaker, | yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Nebraska (Mr.
OsSBORNE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the Senate bill, S. 1066.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the Sen-
ate bill was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

CARPINTERIA AND MONTECITO
WATER DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS
CONVEYANCE ACT OF 2003

Mr. OSBORNE. Mr. Speaker, | move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1648) to authorize the Secretary
of the Interior to convey certain water
distribution systems of the Cachuma
Project, California, to the Carpinteria
Valley Water District and the
Montecito Water District.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 1648

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘““Carpinteria
and Montecito Water Distribution Systems
Conveyance Act of 2003"".

SEC. 2. CONVEYANCE OF WATER DISTRIBUTION
SYSTEMS OF THE CACHUMA
PROJECT, CALIFORNIA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the In-

terior—
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(1) may convey to the Carpinteria Valley
Water District, located in Santa Barbara
County, California, all right, title, and inter-
est of the United States in and to the
Carpinteria Distribution System of the
Cachuma Project, California, consistent with
the terms and conditions set forth in the
agreement entitled ‘“Agreement Between the
United States and the Carpinteria Valley
Water District to Transfer Title to the Fed-
erally Owned Distribution System to the
Carpinteria Valley Water District” (Agree-
ment No. 00-XC-20-0364); and

(2) may convey to the Montecito Water
District, located in Santa Barbara County,
California, all right, title, and interest of the
United States in and to the Montecito Water
Distribution System of the Cachuma
Project, California, consistent with the
terms and conditions set forth in the agree-
ment entitled ‘“Agreement Between the
United States and the Montecito Water Dis-
trict to Transfer Title to the Federally
Owned Distribution System to the Montecito
Water District” (Agreement No. 01-XC-20-
0365).

(b) LiaBILITY.—Effective upon the date of
conveyance of a distribution system under
this section, the United States shall not be
held liable by any court for damages of any
kind arising out of any act, omission, or oc-
currence relating to the distribution system,
except for damages caused by acts of neg-
ligence committed by the United States or
by its employees or agents prior to the date
of conveyance. Nothing in this section in-
creases the liability of the United States be-
yond that provided in chapter 171 of title 28,
United States Code (popularly known as the
Federal Tort Claims Act) on the date of the
enactment of this Act.

(c) BENEFITS.—After conveyance of a water
distribution system to the Carpinteria Val-
ley Water District or the Montecito Water
District under this section—

(1) such water distribution system shall
not be considered to be a part of a Federal
reclamation project; and

(2) such water district shall not be eligible
to receive any benefits with respect to any
facility comprising that distribution system,
except benefits that would be available to a
similarly situated person with respect to
such a facility that is not part of a Federal
reclamation project.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Nebraska (Mr. OSBORNE) and the gen-
tlewoman  from California  (Mrs.
NAPOLITANO) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Nebraska (Mr. OSBORNE).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. OSBORNE. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the bill under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Nebraska?

There was no objection.
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Mr. OSBORNE. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

This bill authorizes the Secretary of
the Interior to transfer specific water
distribution systems of the Cachuma
Project of the Carpinteria Valley
Water District and the Montecito
Water District in Santa Barbara Coun-
ty, California.
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While this transfer would only apply
to land and facilities and would not af-
fect the repayment obligations of the
Federal Government, it will help sim-
plify the operation and maintenance of
the districts’ water delivery systems
and eliminate unnecessary paperwork.
Both districts have worked through all
Federal requirements and need only to
complete the process with an act of
Congress.

Transfers such as those included in
this bill help shrink the size and budg-
et of Federal Government and help our
communities manage our water re-
sources in a more efficient manner. |
urge my colleagues to support this con-
sensus bill.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, |
yield myself such time as |1 may con-
sume.

(Mrs. NAPOLITANO asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker,
H.R. 1648 simply authorizes the trans-
fer of certain features of the Bureau of
Reclamation’s Cachuma Project near
Santa Barbara, California, to the local
water districts. Allowing the local dis-
tricts to take over parts of the project
will help simplify the operation and
maintenance of the districts’ water dis-
tribution systems. | would like very
much to commend the gentlewoman
from California (Mrs. CAPPS), my
Democratic colleague and sponsor of
this bill, who is unable to be on the
floor at this moment, for her efforts to
get this very important bill passed.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1648 is not con-
troversial, and | urge my colleagues to
support this bill.

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong
support of H.R. 1648, the Carpinteria and
Montecito Water Distribution Systems Convey-
ance Act of 2003—a bill | introduced that
would authorize the title transfer of federally
owned water distribution systems in my con-
gressional district.

| want to commend my colleagues from
California, the chairman of the Resources
Committee, Mr. PomBO, the chairman and
ranking member of the Subcommittee on
Water and Power, Mr. CALVERT and Mrs.
NAPOLITANO, as well as the ranking member of
the full Committee, Mr. RAHALL for expediting
the consideration of this legislation in their re-
spective committees and for bringing H.R.
1648 before us today.

This legislation will authorize the title trans-
fer of two federally owned water distribution
systems from the Bureau of Reclamation to
the Carpinteria Valley Water District and
Montecito Water District, as requested by the
two Santa Barbara area Districts.

The purpose of the legislation is to simplify
the operation and maintenance of the Districts’
water distribution systems and eliminate un-
necessary paperwork and consultation be-
tween the Districts and the Bureau of Rec-
lamation.

The Carpinteria Valley Water District and
Montecito Water District, which have operated
and maintained the facilities proposed for
transfer since 1956 and 1995, respectively.
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The Districts have worked through all require-
ments of the Bureau of Reclamation’s title
transfer process including public meetings, ful-
fillment of their repayment obligations, comple-
tion of an environmental assessment, which
resulted in a finding of no significant impact
(FONSI), and compliance with all other appli-
cable laws. The only step remaining to com-
plete the process is an act of Congress ena-
bling the Secretary of the Interior to transfer
title.

The proposed transfer would apply only to
lands and facilities associated with these facili-
ties and would not affect the Districts’ existing
water service contract with the Santa Barbara
County Water Agency nor the Federal govern-
ment receipts from water deliveries under the
contract. In addition, the proposed transfer
does not envision any new physical modifica-
tion or expansion of the service infrastructure.

Mr. Speaker, the proposed transfer of own-
ership would include the following facilities:

Carpinteria: The distribution system con-
sisting of 36 miles of pipeline and laterals;
Gobernador Reservoir; Shephard Mesa Tank;
Lateral 10L, Carpinteria and Shephard Mesa
pumping plants; several pressure regulating
vaults located throughout the system; fences
and structures; and rights-of-way, ease-
ments, leases and other property permitting
access to the Federal system.

Montecito: 9.5 miles of pipelines and
laterals; the Asegra Pumping Plant (a de-
activated pumping plant connected to a por-
tion of lateral 3 located on Asegra Road); Or-
tega Ridge Pumping plant located on Ortega
Ridge Road; pressure regulating vaults,
fences and structures appurtenant to the dis-
tribution system; and rights-of-way, ease-
ments, leases, and other property permitting
access to the Federal system.

Again, | would like to thank the Committee
on Resources for supporting this bill, and urge
its immediate passage.

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, |
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. OSBORNE. Mr. Speaker, | com-
mend the gentlewoman from California
for her assistance through this process.

I have no further requests for time,
and | yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CULBERSON). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from Ne-
braska (Mr. OSBORNE) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 1648.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

HONORING THE 101ST AIRBORNE
AT FORT CAMPBELL

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise to talk a little bit about
the 101st Airborne at Fort Campbell,
which is in Clarksville, Tennessee, and
in my district. And | have visited with
General Petreaus, commander of the
101st, and members of this elite group
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of American soldiers in Mosul where
they are working to stabilize Iraq.
Their work in lIraq is absolutely as-
tounding. What they have accom-
plished is astounding, and it is a testa-
ment to their training, to their dedica-
tion, and to their love of liberty.

For the past 2 weeks the activity has
absolutely broken our hearts. We have
lost some of our Nation’s finest, and
Fort Campbell has lost some loved
ones. And to the family, the friends,
and their colleagues, we offer our
thoughts and our prayers. And we want
them to know that America is grateful
not only for their service but certainly
grateful for their sacrifice.

Throughout the history of the 101st,
this country has relied on these brave
soldiers, these brave defenders of free-
dom, to keep us free; and today is no
different. We ask that God bless Amer-
ica, that He bless our Fort Campbell
families and our fallen heroes.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m.

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 4 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
until approximately 6:30 p.m.

————
[ 1900

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. DUNCAN) at 7 p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on motions to suspend the
rules previously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

S.J. Res. 22, by the yeas and nays;

S.J. Res. 18, by the yeas and nays;

H. Con. Res. 299, by the yeas and
nays.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. The re-
maining votes in this series will be
conducted as 5-minute votes.

————

RECOGNIZING AGRICULTURAL RE-
SEARCH SERVICE FOR 50 YEARS
OF OUTSTANDING SERVICE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
pending business is the question of sus-
pending the rules and pass the Senate
joint resolution, S.J. Res. 22.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate
joint resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr.
GUTKNECHT) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the Senate joint res-
olution, S.J. Res. 22, on which the yeas
and nays are ordered.
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