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HONORING HERITAGE ELEMEN-
TARY SCHOOL FOR BEING
NAMED A NATIONAL BLUE RIB-
BON SCHOOL

HON. KENNY MARCHANT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 13, 2006

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Heritage Elementary School lo-
cated in Colleyville, Texas for being named a
2006 No Child Left Behind—Blue Ribbon
School. Only 26 public schools in Texas will
receive this coveted award this year.

The No child Left Behind Blue Ribbon
Schools program recognizes schools that
make significant progress in closing the
achievement gap or whose students achieve
at very high levels. Schools must make ade-
quate yearly progress in reading, language
arts and mathematics.

Heritage Elementary is no exception as
Principal Stacy Voigt, her staff, the students
and their families have poured dedication and
heart into creating a fertile learning environ-
ment in Colleyville. They have realized the im-
mense potential of all those involved in mak-
ing a school Blue Ribbon-worthy.

The No child Left Behind Act is the bipar-
tisan landmark education reform law designed
to change the culture of America’s schools by
closing the achievement gap offering more
flexibility to States, giving parents more infor-
mation and options and teaching students
based on what works. Under the law’s strong
accountability provisions, States must describe
how they will close the achievement gap and
make sure all students, including those with
disabilities, achieve academically.

| extend my sincere congratulations to Herit-
age Elementary School for receiving this
award. This school’s contribution and services
should serve as inspiration to us all.

———

TRIBUTE TO DR. VICTOR
RODRIGUEZ

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 13, 2006

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to
honor Dr. Victor Rodriguez, a native of Edna,
Texas in my congressional district. Dr.
Rodriguez’s achievements in, and dedication
to, education are an inspiration to us all. As
detailed in his autobiography, The Bell Ringer,
Dr. Rodriguez developed endurance and per-
severance at an early age when his third
grade teacher assigned him the task of ringing
the bell for the St. Agnes Catholic Church.

For nine years, Victor Rodriguez woke up at
4 a.m. and jogged two miles to the church to
ring the bell before the 5 a.m. mass. While
this was obviously a difficult responsibility for
a child, Dr. Rodriguez later said that he “came
to accept ringing that bell as an honor . . .
whenever | was tired and didn’t feel like get-
ting out of bed, | remembered my mom’s en-
couragement. She used to say that if you do
something, do it to the very best of your abil-
ity.”

The importance of hard work, endurance,
and dedication that Victor Rodriguez learned
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as a bell ringer stayed with him throughout his
life. Dr. Rodriguez was a star athlete who set
many records and won numerous trophies at
Edna High School, Victoria College, and North
Texas State University. After earning his Ph.d,
Dr. Rodriguez began a successful career as a
teacher and as a coach of several champion-
ship track teams. In his work as a teacher and
coach, Dr. Rodriguez inspired his students to
strive to achieve their goals and dreams.

During Dr. Rodriguez’'s 12 years as super-
intendent of the San Antonio School District,
the dropout rate was reduced from 50 percent
to less than 10 percent. Applying the lessons
in perseverance he learned as a young bell
ringer, then superintendent-elect Dr. Rodri-
guez promised San Antonio School District’s
kindergarten class that he would stay as su-
perintendent as long as they were in school.
Of course, Dr. Rodriguez kept that promise,
not retiring until 1994 when the kindergartners
of 1981 were seniors in high school.

During his tenure as superintendent, Dr.
Rodriguez won numerous awards and honors,
including an achiever award from the Alamo
Area Council of the Boy Scouts of America,
representative from Texas in the 1989 Na-
tional Superintendent of the Year Award Pro-
gram sponsored by the American Association
of School Administrators and the Service-Mas-
ter Company, induction into the National His-
panic Sports Hall of Fame; and honoree in
Ford Motor Company’s Hispanic Salute recog-
nizing San Antonio Hispanics for outstanding
contributions to education and literacy. Execu-
tive Educator magazine twice named Dr.
Rodriguez one of the Hundred Top School Ex-
ecutives in the nation. Just last month, Dr.
Rodriguez was honored by his alma mater by
being named a 2006 inductee into the Univer-
sity of North Texas’s Athletic Hall of Fame.

Dr. Rodriguez’s application of the lessons
he learned, as a young church bell ringer
should serve an example to all of us. It is a
pleasure to offer my congratulations and
thanks to Dr. Victor Rodriguez for all of his ef-
forts to help Texas schoolchildren.

HONORING JULIA PON ON THE
OCCASION OF HER 80TH BIRTHDAY

HON. ZOE LOFGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 13, 2006

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to recognize a woman
who whose quiet contributions in her support
for her family make her community of sup-
porters proud.

A native Californian and the daughter of im-
migrants, Julia Pon grew up on the orange
groves of San Juan Capistrano, and after
graduation from San Francisco College for
Women, came to Santa Clara Valley to join
her husband, Joe, in working and caring for
the orchards for which our valley was world fa-
mous. As a great tribute to her patience and
understanding, Julia Pon raised 9 children with
her husband.

As Julia celebrates her 80th birthday on De-
cember 10, 2006, we celebrate a strong and
courageous woman who has raised family
members who have become successful mem-
bers of society and who has lived a demon-
strable life.

November 13, 2006

RECOGNIZING BOB AND SHARON
BLANCHARD OF DADE CITY,
FLORIDA

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 13, 2006

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise to honor a husband and wife
from Dade City, Florida who were recently
awarded the prestigious 1000 Friends of Flor-
ida Award. Bob and Sharon Blanchard are the
owners of a two thousand plus acre working
ranch in the heart of Pasco County. In addition
to breeding horses and cattle and hosting an
annual steeplechase event, the Blanchards
have taken the extra step to provide environ-
mentally sensitive stewardship of their ranch.

Little Everglades Ranch has been reforested
and is a conservation easement, assuring it
will be protected from development. The Blan-
chards have also taken leadership roles in the
Coalition to Protect Our Water Resources.

During his acceptance of the award, Bob
Blanchard said that after his retirement, he
was wondering what to do with the rest of his
life. He credits his wife for being the driving
force behind their efforts to make waves for
the good of the community.

1000 friends of Florida promotes healthy
urban and natural places by wise manage-
ment of growth and change. 1000 Friends of
Florida helps citizens have the technical
knowledge and access needed to ensure that
public and private decisions lead to livable
communities.

Mr. Speaker, environmentally engaged citi-
zens like the Blanchards are to be com-
mended for not only maintaining a working
ranch in the midst of a growing suburban re-
gion of Florida, but for also doing so in a way
that protects our fragile ecosystem. | Applaud
the Blanchards on earning the 1000 Friends of
Florida award and wish them the best of luck
in their future endeavors.

———

TRIBUTE TO DR. JOHN HENRY
PORTER, JR.

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 13, 2006

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a doctor and educator, who
works every day to expand the chiropractic
profession. Dr. John Henry Porter, Jr., is a
highly-regarded chiropractor in my home State
of South Carolina, and he is being recognized
by his peers on November 18, 2006 as a trail-
blazer.

John Porter is a native of Spartanburg,
South Carolina, where today he has a suc-
cessful practice and teaches aspiring chiro-
practic students at his alma mater, Sherman
College of Straight Chiropractic. As an Asso-
ciate Professor of Clinic Sciences, Dr. Porter
teaches Toggle Recoil and Full Spine. He has
been with the college since 1979, and enjoys
helping students enter the exciting and re-
warding career of Chiropractics.

While teaching students, Dr. Porter has also
continued his education by taking courses in
Chiropractic Radiographic Interpretation, Ad-
justing Methods, and Chiropractic Principals.
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He holds state licenses in both South Carolina
and Tennessee.

Dr. Porter attained his undergraduate de-
gree from Claflin University and he studied
Business and Data Processing at Spartanburg
Technical College. He is married to the former
Errie Bobo, and the couple has three adult
children.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you to join me in thank-
ing Dr. John Henry Porter, Jr., for his commit-
ment to chiropractics and his desire to teach
a new generation the skills needed to succeed
in the profession. Dr. Porter is a tremendous
advocate for chiropractors, and very deserving
of his recognition as a Trailblazer by his
peers.

——————

TRIBUTE TO WAYNE C. WILTSHIRE

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 13, 2006

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of the jazz musician, Wayne C.
Wiltshire, distinguished artist of the music in-
dustry. It behooves us to pay tribute to this
outstanding artist and | hope my colleagues
will join me in recognizing his impressive ac-
complishments.

Wayne C. Wiltshire has spent his entire 33
year career trying to improve access to
healthcare for thousands of New Yorkers.
First, as administrator for Emergency and Am-
bulatory Care Services at Cumberland Hos-
pital and then as Associate Executive Director
at Woodhull Hospital, which he helped open in
1982. Mr. Wiltshire then returned to renovate
the new Cumberland D&TC, and served as
their first Executive Director for 8 years. He
later was transferred to Bellevue Hospital
where he served for 5 years as the hospital's
first African-American Associate Executive Di-
rector for Psychiatry and Emergency Services.
During this time, Mr. Wiltshire was also an ad-
junct professor at St. Joseph’s College in
Brooklyn and owned his own ambulette serv-
ice—Health Link, Incorporated with his father
Cuthbert Wiltshire and brother David Wiltshire.
With a Master's Degree in Community Health
from LID and a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Urban Politics from Shaw University, Mr. Wilt-
shire, a Canarsie High School graduate, is
currently the Chief Executive Officer for the
Paul J. Cooper Center for Human Services,
Inc., formerly the Brownsville-Oceanhill Mental
Health Service.

Mr. Wiltshire celebrated his twenty-first wed-
ding anniversary in July with his wife Donna,
who is also a twenty-nine year health profes-
sional. They have four children—Marc, Ngina,
Kelli-Lin and Victor. From Fort Greene to Wil-
liamsburg, and now Brownsville, Mr. Wiltshire
has helped shape the health care landscape
of Brooklyn, which has helped improve access
to health care for thousands of New Yorkers.

Mr. Speaker, | believe that it is incumbent
on this body to recognize the accomplish-
ments of Wayne C. Wiltshire. His commitment
to improving healthcare access makes him
most worthy of our recognition today.
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IN MEMORY OF RICK DANIEL
HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 13, 2006

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, the pro-Second Amendment community
lost a true friend last month, with the passing
of Herman Richard Daniel of Irmo, SC. “Rick”
died due to complications from aortal heart
issues. He was 45.

He was the son of Evelyn Spires and the
late Herman Daniel. Rick was a member of
the New Heights Baptist Church.

A longtime aide to South Carolina Comp-
troller General, Richard Eckstrom, Rick had a
distinguished and passionate career in the
service to causes in the defense of freedom.
Rick served ten years as the President of Gun
Owners of South Carolina and the NRA State
Association. He was the only non-legislator in
South Carolina to be named “Defender of
Freedom” by the National Rifle Association
and was also named the first ever NRA Mem-
ber of the Year by “America’s First Freedom”
magazine. Rick was known for his powerful
essays and articles on the subject of freedom
and was recently awarded the Second
Amendment Foundation’s “James Madison
Award” for excellence in writing. Rick was also
a proud officer in the South Carolina State
Guard.

Rick is survived by his loving wife Esther
and two daughters, Heather Rhea and Kara
Nina; his brother Jim and wife Tonette with
niece Jamie, and sister Linda and her hus-
band Charley Butler.

Rick was a patriot, loving father, devoted
son, and dedicated servant of the Lord. His
quick wit and personal charm will leave us all
missing him.

———

HONORING ROCKENBAUGH ELE-
MENTARY SCHOOL FOR BEING
NAMED A NATIONAL BLUE RIB-
BON SCHOOL

HON. KENNY MARCHANT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 13, 2006

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Rockenbaugh Elementary School
located in Southlake, Texas for being named
a 2006 No Child Left Behind Blue Ribbon
School. Only 26 public schools in Texas will
receive this coveted award this year.

The No Child Left Behind Blue Ribbon
Schools program recognizes schools that
make significant progress in closing the
achievement gap or whose students achieve
at very high levels. Schools must make ade-
quate yearly progress in reading, language
arts and mathematics.

Rockenbaugh Elementary is no exception
as Principal Karen White, her staff, the stu-
dents and their families have poured dedica-
tion and heart into creating a fertile learning
environment in Southlake. They have realized
the immense potential of all those involved in
making a school Blue Ribbon-worthy.

The No Child Left Behind Act is the bipar-
tisan landmark education reform law designed
to change the culture of America’s schools by
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closing the achievement gap, offering more
flexibility to States, giving parents more infor-
mation and options and teaching students
based on what works. Under the law’s strong
accountability provisions, States must describe
how they will close the achievement gap and
make sure all students, including those with
disabilities, achieve academically.

| extend my sincere congratulations to
Rockenbaugh Elementary School for receiving
this award. This school’s contribution and
services should serve as inspiration to us all.

——

STATEMENT ON HELEN
CHENOWETH-HAGE

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 13, 2006

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, with the passing
last month of Helen Chenoweth-Hage, Amer-
ica has lost one of its true champions of liberty
and constitutional government, and | have lost
a valued friend and colleague. When Helen
served in the House of Representatives, she
gained a national following for her principled
and uncompromising defense of private prop-
erty, the Second Amendment, American sov-
ereignty, and limited federal government.

Unlike all too many people who come to
Washington, Helen never forgot the principles
that inspired her to seek office. | was honored
when Helen became the first member of Con-
gress to join my Liberty Caucus. She under-
stood the importance of creating a support
system to help members of Congress resist
the constant pressures to “go along to get
along. “

I will always cherish my memories of the
time Helen and | served together in the
House, and | thank the Lord for enriching my
life and the lives of so many others by grant-
ing us the opportunity to know Helen. | hope
that knowledge of how many freedom-lovers
across the country join Helen’s family in
mourning her loss provides some measure of
comfort to Helen’s family.

————

HONORING DENNIS KENNEDY
UPON HIS RETIREMENT AFTER
30 YEARS OF PUBLIC SERVICE
TO THE CITY OF MORGAN HILL

HON. ZOE LOFGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 13, 2006

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise to honor Mr. Dennis Kennedy
who has served the City of Morgan Hill in var-
ious capacities for the past 30 years.

Since 1977, one year after Mr. Kennedy
moved to Morgan Hill, he has been involved in
various roles within the City of Morgan Hill's
local government. He served three terms on
the Planning Commission and two terms on
the General Plan Update Committee.

In 1990 he stood for election and won a
seat on the City Council. He has served four
terms as the mayor of the City of Morgan Hill.
He was appointed to his first term in 1992. In
1996, he became the first directly elected
mayor and was re-elected in 1998, 2000, 2002
and 2004.
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