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Mr. SULLIVAN changed his vote
from ‘‘yea’ to ‘‘nay.”

Mr. SHERMAN and Mr. MORAN of
Virginia changed their vote from
“nay’’ to ‘‘yea.”

So, two-thirds not having voted in
favor thereof, the veto of the President
was sustained and the bill was rejected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, on account
of official business in my district, | missed
votes in this Chamber today. | would like the
RECORD to show that, had | been present, |
would have voted “yea” on rollcall votes 384,
387, and 388. | would have voted “no” on roll-
call votes 382, 383, 385, and 386.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
message and the bill are referred to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

The Clerk will notify the Senate of
the action of the House.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF INTENTION TO
OFFER MOTION TO INSTRUCT
CONFEREES ON H.R. 2830, PEN-
SION PROTECTION ACT OF 2005

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, under rule XXII, clause
7(c), I hereby announce my intention to
offer a motion to instruct on H.R. 2830,
the pension conference report.

The form of the motion is as follows:

I move that the managers on the part of
the House at the conference on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses on the Sen-
ate amendment to the bill H.R. 2830 be in-
structed—

(1) to agree to the provisions contained in
subsections (a) through (d) of section 601 of
the Senate amendment (relating to prospec-
tive application of age discrimination, con-
version, and present value assumption rules
with respect to cash balance and other hy-
brid defined benefit plans) and not to agree
with the provisions contained in title VII of
the bill as passed the House (relating to ben-
efit accrual standards); and

(2) to agree to the provisions contained in
section 413 of the Senate amendment (relat-
ing to computation of guaranteed benefits of
airline pilots required to separate from serv-
ice prior to attaining age 65), but only with
respect to plan terminations occurring on or
after September 11, 2001.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on the motion to suspend the
rules on which a recorded vote or the
yeas and nays are ordered, or on which
the vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Any record vote on the postponed
question will be taken tomorrow. The
postponed vote on H. Con. Res. 448 will
also be taken tomorrow.
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CONDEMNING THE RECENT AT-
TACKS AGAINST THE STATE OF
ISRAEL

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 921) condemning the re-
cent attacks against the State of
Israel, holding terrorists and their
state-sponsors accountable for such at-
tacks, supporting Israel’s right to de-
fend itself, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 921

Whereas on September 12, 2005, Israel com-
pleted its unilateral withdrawal from Gaza,
demonstrating its willingness to make sac-
rifices for the sake of peace;

Whereas more than 1,000 rockets have been
launched from Gaza into Israel since Israel’s
disengagement;

Whereas in a completely unprovoked at-
tack that occurred in undisputed Israeli ter-
ritory on June 25, 2006, Israeli Defense Forces
Corporal Gilad Shalit was kidnapped and is
being held hostage in Gaza by a Palestinian
terrorist group which includes members of
Hamas;

Whereas Hamas political leader Khaled
Meshaal, in Damascus, Syria, has acknowl-
edged the role of Hamas in holding Corporal
Shalit hostage;

Whereas in a completely unprovoked at-
tack that occurred in undisputed Israeli ter-
ritory on July 12, 2006, operatives of the ter-
rorist group Hezbollah operating out of
southern Lebanon killed three Israeli sol-
diers and took two others hostage;

Whereas Israel fully complied with United
Nations Security Council Resolution 425
(1978) by completely withdrawing its forces
from Lebanon, as certified by the United Na-
tions Security Council and affirmed by
United Nations Secretary-General Kofi
Annan on June 16, 2000, when he said, ‘‘Israel
has withdrawn from [Lebanon] in full com-
pliance with Security Council Resolution
425.7;

Whereas United Nations Security Council
Resolution 1559 (2004) calls for the complete
withdrawal of all foreign forces from Leb-
anon and the dismantlement of all inde-
pendent militias in Lebanon;

Whereas despite the adoption of United Na-
tions Security Council Resolution 1559, the
Government of Lebanon has failed to disband
and disarm Hezbollah, allowing Hezbollah in-
stead to amass 13,000 rockets, including
rockets that are more destructive, longer-
range and more accurate than rockets pre-
viously used by Hezbollah, and has inte-
grated Hezbollah into the Lebanese Govern-
ment;

Whereas the Government of Israel has pre-
viously shown great restraint despite the
fact that Hezbollah has launched at least
four separate attacks into Israel using rock-
ets and ground forces over the past year;

Whereas the failure of the Government of
Lebanon to implement all aspects of United
Nations Security Council Resolution 1559
and to extend its authority throughout its
territory has enabled Hezbollah to launch
armed attacks against Israel and recently to
kidnap Israeli soldiers;

Whereas Hezbollah’s strength derives sig-
nificantly from the direct financial, mili-
tary, and political support it receives from
Syria and Iran, and Hezbollah also receives
important support from sources within Leb-
anon;

Whereas Iranian Revolutionary Guards
continue to operate in southern Lebanon,
providing support to Hezbollah and report-
edly controlling its operational activities;

Whereas the Government of the United
States has enacted several laws, including
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the Syria Accountability and Lebanese Sov-
ereignty Restoration Act of 2003 (Public Law
108-175) and the Iran and Libya Sanctions
Act of 1996 (Public Law 104-172), which call
for the imposition of sanctions on Syria and
Iran for, among other things, their support
for terrorism and terrorist organizations;

Whereas the House of Representatives has
repeatedly called for full implementation of
United Nations Security Council Resolution
1559;

Whereas section 1224 of the Foreign Rela-
tions Authorization Act, Fiscal Year 2003
(Public Law 107-228) withholds certain assist-
ance to Lebanon contingent on the deploy-
ment of the Lebanese armed forces to the
internationally recognized border between
Lebanon and Israel and its effective asser-
tion of authority in the border area in order,
among other reasons, to prevent cross-border
infiltration by terrorists, precisely the
criminal activity that has provoked the cur-
rent crisis;

Whereas President George W. Bush stated
on July 12, 2006, ‘‘Hezbollah’s terrorist oper-
ations threaten Lebanon’s security and are
an affront to the sovereignty of the Lebanese
Government. Hezbollah’s actions are not in
the interest of the Lebanese people, whose
welfare should not be held hostage to the in-
terests of the Syrian and Iranian regimes.”’,
and has repeatedly affirmed that Syria and
Iran must be held to account for their shared
responsibility in the recent attacks;

Whereas the United States recognizes that
some members of the democratically-elected
Lebanese parliament are working to build an
autonomous and sovereign Lebanon and sup-
ports their efforts; and

Whereas both Hezbollah and Hamas refuse
to recognize Israel’s right to exist and call
for the destruction of Israel: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) reaffirms its steadfast support for the
State of Israel;

(2) condemns Hamas and Hezbollah for en-
gaging in unprovoked and reprehensible
armed attacks against Israel on undisputed
Israeli territory, for taking hostages, for
killing Israeli soldiers, and for continuing to
indiscriminately target Israeli civilian popu-
lations with their rockets and missiles;

(3) further condemns Hamas and Hezbollah
for cynically exploiting civilian populations
as shields, locating their equipment and
bases of operation, including their rockets
and other armaments, amidst civilian popu-
lations, including in homes and mosques;

(4) recognizes Israel’s longstanding com-
mitment to minimizing civilian loss and wel-
comes Israel’s continued efforts to prevent
civilian casualties;

(5) demands the Governments of Iran and
Syria to direct Hamas and Hezbollah to im-
mediately and unconditionally release
Israeli soldiers which they hold captive;

(6) affirms that all governments that have
provided continued support to Hamas or
Hezbollah share responsibility for the hos-
tage-taking and attacks against Israel and,
as such, should be held accountable for their
actions;

(7) condemns the Governments of Iran and
Syria for their continued support for
Hezbollah and Hamas in their armed attacks
against Israelis and their other terrorist ac-
tivities;

(8) supports Israel’s right to take appro-
priate action to defend itself, including to
conduct operations both in Israel and in the
territory of nations which pose a threat to
it, which is in accordance with international
law, including Article 51 of the United Na-
tions Charter;
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(9) commends the President of the United
States for fully supporting Israel as it re-
sponds to these armed attacks by terrorist
organizations and their state sponsors;

(10) urges the President of the United
States to bring the full force of political,
diplomatic, and economic sanctions avail-
able to the Government of the United States
against the Governments of Syria and Iran;

(11) demands the Government of Lebanon
to do everything in its power to find and free
the kidnapped Israeli soldiers being held in
the territory of Lebanon;

(12) calls on the United Nations Security
Council to condemn these unprovoked acts
and to take action to ensure full and imme-
diate implementation of United Nations Se-
curity Council 1559 (2004), which requires
Hezbollah to be dismantled and the depar-
ture of all Syrian personnel and Iranian Rev-
olutionary Guards from Lebanon;

(13) expresses its condolences to all fami-
lies of innocent victims of recent violence;
and

(14) declares its continued commitment to
working with Israel and other United States
allies in combating terrorism worldwide.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. HYDE) and the gentleman
from California (Mr. LANTOS) each will
control 20 minutes.

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, if neither
gentlemen is opposed to the bill, I re-
quest the time in opposition.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is the
gentleman from California opposed to
the motion?

Mr. LANTOS. I strongly support this
legislation, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is the
gentleman from Texas opposed to the
motion?

Mr. PAUL. I am opposed to it.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
clause 1 of rule XV, the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. PAUL) will control 20
minutes in opposition.

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that the time for debate
on this measure be extended for 80 ad-
ditional minutes to be equally divided.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 30
minutes of my time to the ranking
member of the Committee on Inter-
national Relations, the gentleman
from California (Mr. LANTOS), and I ask
unanimous consent that he may be per-
mitted to control that time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the resolution under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, the world is witnessing
yet another violent episode in the glob-
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al struggle between civilization and
terror.

The cowardly and deadly attacks on
Israel by Hamas and Hezbollah have re-
sulted in a vigorous response by Israel.
We shouldn’t be surprised. A history of
precarious existence in a violent region
has persuaded most Israelis that wish-
ful thinking carries deadly costs and
has convinced them that their survival
depends upon their own willingness to
act. And so Israel has acted.

As a result, Israel is now the subject
of criticism around the world. The
standard condemnations will be ut-
tered, the familiar demands expressed.
Israel will once again be excoriated for
self-defense by governments that can-
not be bothered to assist others or
which are even the sources of threats
themselves.

Instead of offering help to halt these
terrorist attacks, too many of the
world’s governments will yet again
demonstrate their irrelevance to the
region’s problems or to any possible so-
lution by restricting their contribu-
tions to making disparaging comments
from the sidelines. We can be certain
that terrorism writ large is likely to be
verbally assaulted. But were verbal dis-
approvals as deadly a weapon as are
missiles and bombs, the violence and
slaughter that are the chosen instru-
ments of the terrorists would be quick-
ly eliminated.

At best, a moral equivalence between
the terrorist attacks and Israel’s re-
sponse will be asserted. But it is pro-
foundly immoral to equate assault
with defense, to erase the bright line
between the deliberate killing of inno-
cents and a determination to protect
those innocents.

Were we in the position of the
Israelis, how would we ourselves react
if missiles were launched from Cuba
and rained down on Miami? Any gov-
ernment that would allow terrorists to
attack its citizens and do nothing in
response but protest or beg for mercy
would betray its most sacred trust.
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Instead, we should take encourage-
ment from Israel’s courageous example
and hope that others sleeping in their
protective cocoons awake and finally
see that this conflict holds enormous
stakes for us all. Israel must win its
battle against terrorism, or we all will
lose.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I have taken the time
in opposition to this resolution because
I very sincerely believe that resolu-
tions of this sort actually do more
harm than good. I know that it is very
good to condemn the violence, and I
certainly do agree with that.

But I am convinced that when we get
involved and send strong messages,
such as this resolution will, that it
ends up expanding the war rather than
diminishing the conflict, and that ulti-
mately it comes back to haunt us.

July 19, 2006

Generally speaking, I follow a policy
in foreign affairs called noninterven-
tionism. It is not generally acceptable
in this current time that we do this,
but I think there is every reason to
consider it. It certainly was something
that the founders talked about.

The Constitution really doesn’t au-
thorize us to be the policemen of the
world. And for this reason, we should
talk about it. And that is why I take
this opportunity to do so, with the sin-
cere belief that we would be better off
with less intervention overseas.

The founders talked about that,
about rejecting entangling alliances.
And we have been involved in a lot of
entangling alliances since World War I,
especially after World War II, and we
have been doing a lot of things, losing
a lot of men and women and costing a
lot of money; and too often, these
events have come back to haunt us.
There is blow-back from our policy.

The policy of interventionism, which
I object to, really doesn’t work. It is
well intended, and we have these gran-
diose plans and schemes to solve the
problems of the world, but if you are
really honest with yourself and you
look at the success and failure, it
doesn’t have a good record. I mean, are
you going to defend the great victory
in Korea, the great victory in Viet-
nam? And on and on. The great victory
in Iraq?

And I see resolutions like this step in
the wrong direction. Actually, I believe
it is going to expand the war in the
Middle East.

The other reason why I strongly ob-
ject to interventionism is it costs a lot
of money. And someday we will have to
deal with that. Supplemental bills
come up now to the tune of tens of bil-
lions, and next year, already, they are
planning to come up with another $100
billion for our intervention overseas.
But it is off the regular budgetary
process, so it doesn’t meet the budg-
etary restraints that we are supposed
to follow. So it becomes emergency
funding, although we have been in Iraq
for 3 years, and with plans to stay end-
lessly. We are building permanent
bases in Iraq. So there is a lot of cost,
and eventually that will come home to
haunt us, and it already has.

And then there is the problem of un-
intended consequences. We went into
Iraq for all kinds of reasons, some
disproven, and all well intended, and
who knows what the real motivations
were. But one thing was that we would
gain access to oil, and oil would be pro-
duced and would help pay the bills. Yet
oil, when we went into Iraq was $28 a
barrel. Now it is $75 a barrel. That is an
unintended consequence.

We have done more to fall into the
trap of what Osama bin Laden wanted
in Iraq than anything else. And actu-
ally we have helped Iran. Iran is
stronger. They have probably already
more influence with the grass roots,
the democratic process in Iraq, than we
do. Those are the kind of unintended
consequences that, on principle, I
strongly object to.
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I believe that the founders were cor-
rect in advocating avoiding entangling
alliances, to have a strong national de-
fense, to defend this country, I believe
that is just plain common sense. Most
Americans, if you just flat-out put it to
them, think we should not be the po-
licemen of the world. Do you think we
should be involved in the internal af-
fairs of other nations? People say no.
We shouldn’t do this. The Constitution
doesn’t give us the authority to do it.

And we now are in the business of
maintaining an empire. A noninterven-
tionist foreign policy concedes up front
that is not our goal. We are not sup-
posed to be going overseas and building
permanent bases and staying there
endlessly. Even the election campaign
of 2000 was won partially on the foreign
policy issue that, you know, it was said
that we shouldn’t be the policemen of
the world and we shouldn’t be in nation
building.

I think those are good ideas and the
American people agree. They didn’t ob-
ject to it. But each step along the way
we dig a deeper hole for ourselves. And
that is the general philosophic reasons
why I believe nonintervention is bene-
ficial. Intervention is very, very dan-
gerous. Later there will be a lot of spe-
cifics that I would like to mention.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of this resolution. The conflict now
raging in the Middle East is between a
stable, pro-Western democracy and the
terrorists who seek to destroy it. It is
obviously in our country’s interest and
that of the civilized world as a whole to
oppose and denounce the vicious war
against Israel by Hezbollah and Hamas.
We simply cannot accept a world in
which terrorist bands can trigger cross-
border conflicts in violation of inter-
national law. Even the 22 member
states of the Arab League have recog-
nized this fact. They unequivocally de-
nounced Hezbollah for provoking the
current crisis because they know that
Hezbollah’s nihilism threatens not just
Lebanon but their own stability.

Hezbollah’s contempt for human suf-
fering is total, as it showed once again
this morning when its rockets mur-
dered two Israeli Arab children in
Nazareth.

Mr. Speaker, Israel is doing all it can
to limit the civilian suffering as any
civilized, responsible, legitimate gov-
ernment would do. Its air bases, weap-
ons and other military assets are lo-
cated as far from population centers as
they can be. But Hezbollah and Hamas
have deliberately placed their weapons
among the people, in their homes, in
their schools, in their mosques. In a
struggle between the two sides, the
risk of civilian casualties is naturally
disproportionate. The terrorists care
nothing for human life, and care only
to the extent that they can cynically
leverage the damage in their favor in
the court of public opinion.
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Of course, Mr. Speaker, Israel is not
facing just the terrorists Hamas and
Hezbollah. Those criminal groups are
merely proxies for the real masters of
terror, Syria and Iran. If there was
ever any doubt as to whether Hezbollah
is a wholly owned subsidiary of Iran, it
has now been put to rest. The
unprovoked murder and kidnapping of
Israeli soldiers on undisputed Israeli
territory clearly served Tehran’s inter-
ests. It occurred just days before the
G-8 summit in St. Petersburg, which
was set to focus on Iran’s nuclear
projects and transgressions. And, Mr.
Speaker, the plot worked. The G-8 was
indeed preoccupied with events in the
Arab-Israeli arena, rather than with
Iran’s unrelenting march to secure nu-
clear weapons. But it is a mark of how
alarmed the G-8 members were at the
current situation that even Russia
joined in the final communique con-
demning Hezbollah’s actions.

Mr. Speaker, U.N. Security Council
Resolution 1559, passed in 2004, declared
that all foreign forces should be re-
moved from Lebanon, all militias dis-
mantled, and the Lebanese Armed
Forces be deployed to the entire border
with Israel. In fact, none of this hap-
pened. Iranian Revolutionary Guard
troops roam freely. And thanks to
Hezbollah, Iran has established, effec-
tively, a base in southern Lebanon
right on Israel’s border.

This is the same Iran that has called
for Israel to be wiped off the map, the
same Iran that has armed Hezbollah
with 13,000 deadly missiles.

Meanwhile, Mr. Speaker, the Leba-
nese Government stands by, helplessly
watching its sovereignty evaporate.
Hezbollah and Iran are holding Leb-
anon hostage as surely as they are
holding the two Israeli soldiers.

Mr. Speaker, there will never be real
Lebanese democracy or real Lebanese
sovereignty as long as Hezbollah is
armed and occupies southern Lebanon.

We also know that Syria is the pri-
mary culprit behind the Hamas kidnap-
ping of an Israeli soldier, which also
took place, unprovoked, on undisputed
Israeli territory. It strains credulity to
believe that the Syrian regime is mere-
ly a passive host for the Damascus-
based Hamas leader, Khaled Meshaal.
Syria is his master.

Mr. Speaker, how often have we
heard the complaint that there would
be peace in the Middle East if only the
Israelis ended their occupation?

The watchword of this school of
thought was land for peace. But as
events of the last week have shown, it
should have been land for war. Israel
ended its occupation of Lebanon and of
Gaza. There was not one Israeli citizen
in either Gaza or Lebanon when this
murderous and cynical pair of attacks
took place. And where did the mur-
derers and Kkidnappers attack from
when they invaded Israeli territory?
The very places from which Israel
withdrew.

How are we ever to establish peace?

How will decent people in the region
ever believe in peace if Arab terrorists
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interpret every gesture of peace as a
display of weakness and then act ac-
cordingly?

0O 1915

Israel has withdrawn from Lebanon
and Gaza. But where is the goodwill on
the other side? Since Israel evacuated
Gaza, more than 1,000 Hamas rockets
have been fired at Israeli homes and
Israeli schools. Since Israel evacuated
Lebanon, the terrorist gang Hezbollah
that occupies south Lebanon has stock-
piled 13,000 rockets. As we have learned
in recent days, these rockets travel far-
ther and are far more deadly than had
been previously believed. No wonder,
Mr. Speaker, that Israeli support for
Prime Minister Olmert’s plan to with-
draw from large areas of the West Bank
has been plummeting even while
Olmert himself enjoys wide support
among his people.

Given the stakes, I believe that the
United States must support Israel in
combating enemies who will not be
mollified by anything less than Israel’s
total destruction. Any result of this
fighting that leaves Hezbollah in occu-
pation of southern Lebanon will be a
victory for Iran and for Syria, for fa-
naticism and for terror, and the defeat
for Lebanon and for Middle East peace.

That, in my view, is the message of
the resolution before us today, Mr.
Speaker. And that is why I strongly
support this resolution, and that is
why I urge all of my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle to do likewise.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, at
this time I am proud to yield 3 minutes
to the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.

BLUNT), our distinguished majority
whip.
Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, I thank

the gentlewoman for recognition. And I
am grateful to Chairman HYDE and Mr.
LANTOS for the hard and thoughtful
work they have done on this resolu-
tion, for the comments that they have
already made, and many of those com-
ments are not going to be better made
this evening.

Clearly, we stand here understanding
that no country in the world knows
more about the importance of a safe so-
ciety than Israel, knows more the need
to protect its borders and citizens than
Israel.

The conflict being waged is not one
that Israel asked for. It is being fought
out of necessity and out of self-defense.
No country would tolerate the type of
armed aggression that Israelis have
witnessed in recent weeks. These dead-
ly rocket attacks have been launched
against civilians in Israel by Hamas
and Hezbollah with the direct backing,
as Mr. LANTOS has said, of Syria and
Iran.

In fact, just last night word came out
of the region that the Israelis had
found and destroyed a truck convoy
carrying new deadly rockets across the
Syrian border into Lebanon. Those
weapons, which reportedly were pro-
duced in Iran and transported through
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Syria under the knowing eye of that
country’s government, are the instru-
ments being used by Syria and Iran to
wage a proxy war against Israel.

All responsible members of the inter-
national community must demand that
Syria and Iran immediately cease their
financial and military support for
these terrorist organizations or face
the kind of global isolation and action
by the Security Council that they de-
serve.

Innocent citizens of Lebanon have
also been the victims. The Lebanese
Government has not been able to gain
control over its own security and dis-
arm Hezbollah, as demanded by the
United Nations. I believe the Cedar
Revolution was real, but democracy is
still weak, and the Lebanese Govern-
ment must resist terrorism or it does
not govern.

As Israel engages in a two-front con-
flict to defend its borders, I am con-
fident that its government is doing all
it can to minimize the loss of civilian
life. Unfortunately, Lebanese and Pal-
estinian civilians are being caught in
the middle. I talked today to friends of
mine in Nazareth who were witnesses
to the attacks on Nazareth today
where innocent Arabs living in Israel
have been killed by these terrorist fac-
tions. We must put a stop to this. We
must stand strong. This is exactly the
kind of Islamic totalitarian view of the
world that we resist today in Iraq, in
Afghanistan, and elsewhere.

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 8
minutes to the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. LAHOOD).

(Mr. LAHOOD asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Texas for yielding
me this time.

I would like to stipulate that in the
12 years I have been in the House, I
have visited Lebanon on 10 occasions,
and 2 years ago when I was there, I
called upon the President of Lebanon,
who has the same name as I do, al-
though he is no relation, that he should
not extend his term as President of the
country, and that troops should be
moved into the southern part of the
country. I want to stipulate that now
s0 people understand.

I believe this resolution does not go
far enough, and I believe the resolution
should stipulate some humanitarian in-
terest in the Lebanese people who are
the ones that are being injured and
killed by the attacks on the country.
But I do not believe the current Presi-
dent should be in office. He has ex-
tended his term, and that should not
have been. They should have moved
troops into the southern part of the
country and gone after Hezbollah, but
that has not happened.

But over the last 10 years, the coun-
try of Lebanon, in particular Beirut,
has been rebuilt. It has been rebuilt
primarily by the assassinated former
Prime Minister, who did an extraor-
dinary job and showed extraordinary
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leadership over the last several years
in helping to rebuild the country and
helping to rebuild, in particular, the
city of Beirut.

Late last week I decried the capture
of two Israeli soldiers, and I decried the
Hezbollah for doing that. But I also
decry the idea that the attacks that
are being made are well beyond the
boundaries of where Hezbollah is at,
well beyond the boundaries of the
southern part of Lebanon, to com-
pletely shut down the airport, to bomb
every road so there is no way for peace-
loving people who have no fight in this
battle at all to exit the country.

Over 25,000 Americans are trapped in
Lebanon, many students, many Amer-
ican students, who go to school at
American University of Beirut. And
also many peace-loving Americans who
are there, many from my home com-
munity of Peoria, over 300, who tradi-
tionally go to the country in the sum-
mertime to visit their mothers and
their fathers and their aunts and their
uncles, are trapped there.

Now, I give the administration credit
for allowing these cruise ships now to
come to the Mediterranean and help
them exit. But the point that I want to
make here is there is nothing in the
resolution about the innocent people
that are being Kkilled. Over 300 people
have been killed in the last 7 days who
have no fight in this. They do not live
in the southern part of the country.
And there are many people that are
trapped there. And I wish the resolu-
tion would have allowed for some idea
that you can go into the southern part,
you can go after Hezbollah, you can
run them out of the country, and we
are well within our right to do that,
but not to shut down every way and
every means of people to escape the
country, not to kill innocent people,
not to go into neighborhoods where
there are absolutely no Hezbollah.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, will my
friend yield?

Mr. LAHOOD. I yield to the gen-
tleman.

Mr. LANTOS. I thank my friend for
yielding.

First, let me react to your comment
that the resolution does not deal with
the loss of innocent life. The resolution
expresses its condolences to all fami-
lies of innocent victims of recent vio-
lence.

Secondly, it is critical to prevent the
resupply of deadly rockets from Iran
and Syria. Unless the airport is closed
down, unless the border with Syria is
closed down, these deadly weapons will
be resupplied in no time. That is why
the airport was attacked. That is why
the border crossings with Syria were
attacked.

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, reclaim-
ing my time, I would say the resolution
is not specific to the Lebanese innocent
people. It mentions innocent people,
but there is no specificity about those
Lebanese people, particularly Lebanese
Americans who are there visiting their
families and the students that are
there.
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The only road that was not bombed,
the only road that was not closed, is
the road that goes to Syria. And I
know people and I have talked to them
that have exited the country through
Syria, and the Syrian Government is
allowing them to go into Syria, go into
Damascus, and take flights out to
other parts in order to get back to the
United States.

I have served on the Intelligence
Committee now for 8 years. There is
something I think I know. Hezbollah is
well armed. They have all the ammuni-
tion they need, and we need to shut
them down. We need to eliminate them
from the southern part of Lebanon.

I do not buy this idea that they were
going to be able to ship arms in
through the airport. They have all they
need. They have the kind of capability,
and they have shown that.

So I have heard that argument that
the airport was bombed. I believe it
was bombed so you could close off a
way for people to get out of there. And
I do not quite buy the argument that it
was bombed so that they could be re-
supplied. They do not need to be resup-
plied. They have got all they need.

Look, I have said pretty much what I
wanted to. I know what the debate is
going to be about. My obligation is to
peace-loving people who live in Leb-
anon, who have made their homes
there. My grandfather on my father’s
side came to this country in 1895 to Pe-
oria, Illinois, from Lebanon. We have a
large Lebanese population in Peoria.
And I hope there are others, I think
there will be, that will speak up for the
common, ordinary, decent people of
Lebanon who are suffering as a result.

They want Hezbollah out of the coun-
try, and there is no argument with
that, but they do not want to see their
own neighborhoods, where there is no
presence of Hezbollah, to be bombed
and innocent people killed.

If this were going on in Israel, which
it is, the resolution stipulates that our
hearts go out to those people. The in-
nocent, peace-loving people of Lebanon
in neighborhoods where Hezbollah does
not exist, they get no recognition in
this resolution. With all due respect,
Mr. LANTOS, they simply do not. They
did in a resolution that was prepared
earlier on, but that language was taken
out.

So I think the resolution is inad-
equate, and I want to stick up for the
people of Lebanon. I want to also com-
pliment the administration for waiving
the fees that they were going to charge
innocent people for getting outside of
the country. Obviously, that was a no-
brainer. For getting the cruise ships to
come in, to allow helicopters to trans-
port people from the embassy over to
Cyprus, all of these things are good
things.

I have talked to the administration. I
have asked Secretary Rice and her
team to talk more about restraint, par-
ticularly in the parts of Lebanon that
do not deserve to be bombed, where in-
nocent people do not deserve to be
killed.
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I am just going to wrap up. It is
going to take millions of dollars to re-
build areas of Lebanon that have been
damaged. I mean, it is going to take
millions of dollars to rebuild bridges
and roads and infrastructure that have
been built over the last 10 years. Beirut
was so well positioned. This year in the
city of Beirut, they had more tourism.
The economy was booming. And now
when you see what is happening, not
only the innocent life, but so much of
the infrastructure has been destroyed.
I hope our government is going to be
willing to step up and provide some of
the dollars to help rebuild the country.

So my objection is that I think the
resolution is inadequate, and I want to
speak up for the people of Lebanon.

I thank the gentleman from Texas
very much for yielding me this time.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Before yielding to our distinguished
whip, I would like to make a couple of
observations. I first visited Lebanon in
1956, in the summer of 1956.
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It was the jewel of the Middle East.
And what has destroyed Lebanon dur-
ing the course of the last half century
were various terrorist groups, first
Arafat’s PLO and now Hezbollah.

No one is in favor of hurting a single
innocent human being. The fact is that
with Hezbollah placing its weaponry in
the midst of population centers, collat-
eral damage is unavoidable. Israel has
gone to every length to minimize col-
lateral damage.

As a matter of fact, the difference be-
tween the tragedies befalling the Leba-
nese people and the tragedies befalling
the Israeli people is very simple:
Hezbollah deliberately, deliberately,
attacks civilians. Israel does its ut-
most not to attack innocent civilians.

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. LANTOS. I am glad to yield to
my friend, the gentleman from Illinois.

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

I agree with everything you have
said, Mr. LANTOS. My only problem is,
why not give the same kind of consid-
eration in the resolution to the com-
mon, ordinary, decent people of Leb-
anon who are being hurt by these at-
tacks? That is really all we were ask-
ing earlier on when we presented a res-
olution to the majority leader’s office.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I am de-
lighted to yield such time as he may
consume to the distinguished Demo-
cratic whip, my good friend, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER).

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from California.

Mr. Speaker, first let me say that,
unfortunately, there wasn’t as much
bipartisan drafting of this resolution as
I would have hoped.

Hopefully there is no one in this
Chamber who does not empathize with
those who want peace, those who work
for peace, those who are caught in the
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environment of hate, those who are
caught in the environment of attacks
on innocent people, those who are har-
boring in their midst those who attack
a nation because of the religion and
ethnicity of their population. All of us
have empathy for innocent people
caught in the grip of terror and ter-
rorism.

But all of us also ought to have the
expectation that those people would
exorcise from their societies those who
undermine peace, security and safety,
and the Lebanese people have not done
that. They have either not done it be-
cause they are incapable of doing it, or
they have not done it, as too often I
hear verbalized, I tell my friend, be-
cause of their sympathy for Hezbollah.

Mr. Speaker, I strongly support this
resolution condemning the recent ter-
rorist attacks against our Nation’s
staunchest democratic ally in the Mid-
dle East and supporting Israel’s inher-
ent right for self-defense, and I urge
Members on both sides of the aisle to
support this resolution as well.

Israel is absolutely justified in under-
taking the defense of its territory and
its people. As the Israeli columnist Ari
Shavit recently wrote, Israel’s actions
are ‘‘not a war of occupation, but rath-
er a war of defense. Not a settlements
war, but rather a green line war. A war
over the validity of an international
border that was drawn, defined and rec-
ognized by the United Nations.”

No one should be mistaken: The ac-
tions taken by Israel over the last 8
days have been a direct response to the
premeditated, unprovoked attacks of
Hamas and Hezbollah, terrorist organi-
zations which are underwritten and en-
couraged by their sponsors, Syria and
Iran.

Palestinian militants, including
members of Hamas, dug a tunnel 300
yards inside of Israel territory. And
when, on June 25th, militants emerged
from that tunnel, they killed two
Israeli soldiers, wounded three and kid-
napped one.

Then last Wednesday, July 12,
Hezbollah terrorists crossed Israel’s
internationally recognized northern
border, and in a brazen daylight attack
killed three Israeli soldiers and kid-
napped two. Another five Israeli sol-
diers were killed by Hezbollah terror-
ists when they tried to retrieve the
bodies of their fallen comrades.

Mr. Speaker, these premeditated,
unprovoked terrorist attacks on Israel
are indefensible. One can only imagine
the American response if a terrorist
group attacked and killed American
citizens from just across our border.

It also must be noted that Israel has
exercised great restraint over the last
year, during which Palestinian mili-
tants, as has been referenced on this
floor, have launched over 1,000 rockets
from Gaza into Israel and Hezbollah
has launched four separate attacks on
Israel.

While I am convinced that Israel is
using every possible effort to avoid ci-
vilian casualties, it is clear that the
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terrorists in Hamas and Hezbollah pur-
posely, purposely, staged their actions
from within civilian communities,
thereby putting civilians at grave risk.

Furthermore, while Israel makes
every effort to minimize civilian cas-
ualties, it is clear that the terrorists of
Hamas and Hezbollah deliberately at-
tempt to maximize such casualties by
indiscriminately firing rockets upon
Israeli population centers.

Mr. Speaker, as a first step towards
restoring calm, it is absolutely impera-
tive that Israel’s soldiers in Gaza and
Lebanon be returned unconditionally
and unharmed and that indiscriminate
rocket attacks on Israeli civilians by
Hamas and Hezbollah cease imme-
diately.

It is also long past the time for the
international community to facilitate
the implementation of Security Coun-
cil Resolution 1559. If that U.N. resolu-
tion had been carried out, there would
be no innocent citizens on either side
being killed this day. The tragedy of
our international community is the
United Nations talks a much better
game than it ever plays. That resolu-
tion, which was adopted in September
of 2004, calls for the Lebanese army to
control southern Lebanon’s border, and
for all militias, including Hezbollah, to
be disabled and disbanded.

So long as the international commu-
nity fails to ensure the implementation
of Security Council Resolution 1559, I
believe Israel as a sovereign nation
with an inherent right of self-defense
has every right to strike armed terror-
ists which seek her destruction. Dis-
arming and disbanding terrorist orga-
nizations is essential to Middle East
peace.

We empathize, we sympathize, we
have deep concern for those caught in
this web of violence and terror, but
that will not rationalize nor will it ex-
cuse the lack of action to exorcise
those terrorists from the body politic
of the Middle East. Until that happens,
innocent civilians will ever be at risk.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, at
this time I am proud to yield 2 minutes
to my colleague the distinguished gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. SHAW), who
is a staunch supporter of Israel and
who has been there many times.

Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, first of all,
I would like to associate myself with
the previous speaker and his remarks.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to voice my
steadfast support for Israel during this
time of crisis and escalating violence.
In the strongest possible terms, I con-
demn Hezbollah’s unprovoked attack
on Israel.

On July 12, 2006, Hezbollah assaulted
northern Israel. This attack Kkilled
eight soldiers and took two others hos-
tage. The Kkidnapping and killing of
Israeli soldiers symbolizes a clear act
of war by Hezbollah, which the govern-
ment of Lebanon has failed to take
apart and has even included in its cabi-
net.

Hezbollah’s continued violence
against Israel is financed and sup-
ported by Syria and Iran. The United
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States Department of State said that
Iran supports Hezbollah with financial,
political and organizational aid, while
Syria provides diplomatic, political
and logistic support. Syria and Iran
should be held responsible for the vio-
lence that has ensued in the region as
a result of their support of Hamas.

Like the United States and other
sovereign nations, Israel has the right
to defend itself and its people from the
attacks by these terrorists. Hezbollah
fired at least 100 rockets at Israel just
yesterday, with an estimated 720
Hezbollah rockets reported fired since
the current crisis began. Israel air
strikes continue and Israel defense
forces conducted cross-border raids
overnight. Over 230 Lebanese and 25
Israelis have been reported killed since
hostilities began. Estimates of Leba-
nese displaced by the violence vary
widely, from tens of thousands to as
many as 400,000.

Mr. Speaker, it is clear that the
United States must continue our ef-
forts to support the State of Israel.
These are the same killers who blew up
our Marine barracks in Lebanon and
killed 260 of our finest United States
Marines.

An Israeli win is a win for the United
States. Our future, as well as Israel’s
future, is wrapped up in the future of
this conflict. I urge my colleagues to
support this resolution.

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to com-
ment just briefly on the comments
made by the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. LAHOOD), because I think his point
is well taken about the emphasis on
this legislation, and to deny that would
be just trying to fool one’s self.

It is very clear that if one were objec-
tive and read this resolution, all the
terrorists are on one side and all the
victims and the innocents are on the
other side, which I, quite frankly, find
unfair, especially coming from the po-
sition that I want to advocate, neu-
trality, rather than picking sides.

But he also mentioned the fact about
trying to change the resolution. I
would like to emphasize also that being
on the International Relations Com-
mittee, I was anxious to see the resolu-
tion, but characteristically it was very
difficult to get. We didn’t hold hearings
and we didn’t debate it and we didn’t
get a chance to have amendments to it,
and even last night I couldn’t receive
it. There were some news articles very
early this morning. Lo and behold,
they had copies of it. It took me until
about 9 o’clock this morning to get it.

So I think it would be fairer within
this Congress to allow us to have a
chance to debate these in the com-
mittee, to bring them to the floor.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 8 minutes to the
gentleman from West Virginia (Mr. RA-
HALL).

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Texas for yielding
me time.

Mr. Speaker, it was 24 years ago al-
most to this very day that I led an offi-
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cial congressional delegation to the
Middle East, appointed by then Speak-
er Tip O’Neill. This six-nation tour in-
cluded meetings with heads of state in
every one of the countries we visited,
including the Prime Minister of Israel,
Menachem Began.

We were in Beirut those first days of
August 1982 when Israeli bombs were
falling all over the country and all over
the city, as they are this very day. The
Israeli aim at that time was to rid Leb-
anon of the PLO.

Then President Ronald Reagan got
on the phone to then Prime Minister
Menachem Began and said enough is
enough. Stop the bombing. President
Reagan had that courage, had that
sense.

There immediately ensued negotia-
tions and a peaceful evacuation of
Americans in the area, and we initially
sent over marines, maybe a month
later, at which point in time we were
considered peacekeepers and all the
Lebanese were welcoming the Amer-
ican presence. That later turned sour.
That is part of history and I shall not
go there.

But I have written President Bush
last Friday urging him to take this

same action as President Ronald
Reagan took 24 years ago.
J 1945

I commend him for calling Arab lead-
ers as he is and asking the Arab leaders
to urge restraint upon Hezbollah and to
urge the release of the hostages, which
is a proper action. I also asked the
President that should he not be calling
the Israeli Prime Minister at the same
time. What is wrong with this course of
action?

The point where we are today is a
point that is unfortunate. It was stupid
of Hezbollah, Hamas to take the ac-
tions they took. I condemn the hostage
taking.

Israel has a right to defend itself. It
has the right to pursue to the nth de-
gree those that abduct their soldiers.
The Israeli action of current days, and
as we speak in Lebanon, however, has
other repercussions than just the stat-
ed agenda of destroying Hezbollah.
That is not going to happen. We know
that there is no military action that is
going to wipe out every member of
Hezbollah, that is going to wipe out
every member of Hamas.

That is not the way this problem is
going to be resolved. It is time for cool-
er heads to prevail if peace is to have a
prayer. It is time for a cease-fire. It is
time for Secretary Rice to go to the re-
gion. It is time for Hezbollah to, as the
first step, simultaneously with the
calling of a cease-fire release the hos-
tages. That must be done, step number
1, with the calling of a cease-fire, and
then negotiations should continue.

As to whether there will be future
and sequential release of Lebanese and
Palestinian prisoners held by the
Israelis, many of whom have not even
had the first charge read against them
yet, but that is for later, Israel has
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done this in the past, to their credit.
Yes, we do not negotiate with terror-
ists, but we do. We know the reality.

So I say, Mr. Speaker, that the cur-
rent actions of Israelis have gone be-
yond going after Hezbollah. This reso-
lution that is before us seems to hint
at that pretty strongly. The Govern-
ment of Lebanon is targeted in many
different points in the resolution before
us. The Government of Lebanon is de-
manded in this resolution to disarm
Hezbollah. That is something that 18
years of Israeli occupation of Lebanon
could not achieve. The Israelis cannot
do that. But we are demanding now
that a year-and-a-half-old Lebanese
Government, prodemocracy, pro-Amer-
ican, so much hope after the Cedar
Revolution of a year and a half ago, we
are now demanding that they disarm
Hezbollah in this resolution. Not real-
istic.

Who are the losers if a cease-fire is
not immediately implemented? Who
are the losers in this fighting and the
loss of innocent lives and civilian in-
frastructure continues? The losers are
the moderates. The losers are the
Siniora government in Lebanon, a gov-
ernment that has not approved, has not
condoned the taking of hostages, as a
matter of fact has spoken against it; a
government that cannot at this par-
ticular point in time control fully its
borders, but was getting its act in
order previous to the current invasion.

In the Palestinian territories, who
are the losers? The moderate Pales-
tinian leader Abu Mazen is the loser,
an individual who was negotiating with
Prime Minister Olmert, very close to a
deal on prisoner exchange, when all of
a sudden this kidnapping occurred, and
that almost deal went down the tubes.
So the moderates are the losers the
longer the fighting goes on, the longer
we are without a cease-fire.

The likely scenario, of course, is that
the Israelis will continue. They did a
massive hit just as we speak against a
Hezbollah bunker in south Beirut. It
remains to be seen whether they got
the head of Hezbollah or not, but there
will be some mopping-up operations in
the next week or so, and then Sec-
retary Rice will go to the region and be
the big peacemaker. I hope that is the
scenario and that it is over that quick.
I hope indeed that is what will occur.

But we must request and we must de-
mand that Hezbollah release the kid-
napped soldiers as the first step with
the simultaneous announcing of a
cease-fire and let cooler heads prevail
if we are going to give peace a chance.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield for
the purpose of making a unanimous
consent request to the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. GENE GREEN).

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked
and was given permission to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I rise in strong support of
House Resolution 921.

Throughout its history, Israel has had to de-
fend itself from groups that want to wipe it off
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the map. Hamas and Hezbollah do not want to
negotiate a two-state solution, they want to go
back to before 1948. That is not going to hap-
pen. The United States first recognized Israel
and will continue to help Israel defend herself.

The recent attacks, murders and seizure of
soldiers by Hezbollah and Hamas are no dif-
ferent, and this House must affirm its commit-
ment to Israel and stand behind that nation’s
right to defend itself.

Less than three weeks after the June 25 ab-
duction of Corporal Gilad Shalit by Hamas in
undisputed lIsraeli territory, Hezbollah opened
a second front against Israel by attacking, kill-
ing and abducting more Israeli soldiers in
northern Israel.

Israel’'s response was no different than the
U.S. response would have been if someone
had attacked across our border.

Israel completely withdrew from southern
Lebanon in accordance with United Nations
Security Council Resolution 425.

Despite this move to facilitate the peace
process in the region, and despite U.N. Secu-
rity Council resolution 1559—which required
Lebanon to take control of this region and to
disarm and disband any militias in the coun-
try—Lebanon allowed Hezbollah to operate in
southern Lebanon, and receive material and
funding from Iran and Syria

Hezbollah launched four separate attacks
earlier this year against Israel.

Israel has been forced to defend itself from
these terrorist groups to protect its borders
and its people which have been targeted by
Hezbollah rockets.

Unlike Israel, which has carefully targeted
Hezbollah members who hide and operate
among the civilian populations, Hezbollah has
indiscriminately fired rockets at northern Israeli
civilian populations in cities like Haifa, Naza-
reth, and Nahariya.

Mr. Speaker, these attacks by the terrorist
groups Hezbollah and Hamas on Israel’s bor-
ders, military, and civilian population have
forced Israel to respond.

| urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this resolution reaffirming our support
for Israel’s right to defend itself.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, before
yielding to my friend from Massachu-
setts, I yield myself such time as I may
consume to make a comment about Mr.
PAUL’s observation as he calls for neu-
trality.

Calling for mneutrality between a
democratic ally of the United States
and a gang of terrorists is not worthy
of this body. There is no neutrality be-
tween a gang of terrorists who indis-
criminately kill and the democratic
state.

May I also say that it was Hezbollah
terrorists who killed the largest num-
ber of U.S. Marines in Beirut a quarter
century ago. Some of us were there vis-
iting with them just a couple of weeks
before they were all killed. Lee Ham-
ilton, a distinguished former Member
of this body, and I visited with our ma-
rines just days before they were all
killed by Hezbollah terrorist activity.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 minutes to the
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr.

FRANK), the distinguished ranking
member of the Financial Services Com-
mittee.

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, first, this Israeli retaliation
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did not come in the abstract. Let’s be
clear what happened. I speak here as
someone who has been critical in the
past of Israeli Governments that were,
in my judgment, sufficiently willing to
take risks for peace. I have been an ad-
vocate of giving up land in the inter-
ests of a comprehensive settlement.

What happened tragically in the last
couple of weeks is that Israel was at-
tacked by entities who do not think
there should be any Israel at all. It was
attacked by people dedicated to the
abolition of the Jewish State in the
Middle East from two territories from
which it had withdrawn.

What was attacked was not just indi-
vidual Israelis, but those in Israel
within that democratic nation who
have pushed for peace. In April, after
the withdrawal from Gaza, very con-
troversial, the people willing in Israel
to withdraw from territory in pursuit
of peace won an election. Those in
Israel who would reject that approach
lost. Sadly, the rejectionists then won
in the Palestinian Authority. So you
have people who had risked themselves
in a democratic nation for peace now
being undercut by those who use those
very territories from which they with-
drew for attacking them. And again
these were not disputes over specifics.

Hamas and Hezbollah both agreed
there should be no Israel. These are
people who want to return not to the
borders of 1967, but to the borders of
1947 when there was no Israel. Now, no
democratic nation can be expected to
not respond, and that is what we have,
a response to attacks across the inter-
nationally recognized border of Israel
by people committed to destroying its
very existence from territories from
which they withdrew. So the attacks
were clearly justified.

Then the question is, well, how have
they conducted the war? I think there
were things that they should not have
done. I wish they had not bombed the
power plant in Gaza. But, you know, I
look at what Israel is doing in Leb-
anon, and I must tell you what it most
resembles in my recent memory, the
American action in Yugoslavia when
we bombed and bombed and bombed
Belgrade and much of Yugoslavia,
much of Serbia, to get them to with-
draw from Kosovo. That was not a con-
ventional military action. Now, I must
note that Israel has not at this point
taken out any embassies. We in the
Yugoslav war took out the Chinese
Embassy. We bombed convoys.

Sadly, when people go to war, inno-
cent people die. That is why I am very
reluctant to vote for war. But that hap-
pens. But what happened in Serbia was
America punishing the Serbian terri-
tory to get them to withdraw from
Kosovo, and it worked.

Now, I understand the pride of the
Lebanese Government, but let me say
this, first of all, in response to my
friend from West Virginia. The resolu-
tion does not demand that the Leba-
nese Government disarm Hezbollah. It
demands that the Lebanese do every-
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thing within its power, within its
power, to change things.

In contrast, the resolution does make
an unconditional demand of Syria and
Iran that they do the right thing. So it
does differentiate between Lebanon
and Syria and Iran.

Now, let me say, with regard to Leb-
anon, I am struck by the pride of the
Lebanese people, but I have to say this.
Many of those who are now critical of
Israel and say, what do you want from
poor Lebanon, where were they when
poor Lebanon needed them? Where
were they when the Lebanese were un-
able to get Hezbollah to move? Why did
they not get involved then?

In defense of the Israelis, what they
are saying is this: Look, a U.N. resolu-
tion said get Hezbollah away from us,
because if they keep this up, we will
have to retaliate, and nothing hap-
pened until they started killing Israelis
inside Israel, and then Israel retali-
ated.

So those who now say, well, you
know what, do not blame the poor Gov-
ernment of Lebanon, I do not. I blame
those in the Arab world and elsewhere
who could have gone into that situa-
tion and avoided this.

So now the question is what do you
do? A simple cease-fire that leaves
Hezbollah on the Israeli border, in vio-
lation of a U.N. resolution, free to con-
tinue to kill across that international
border in their pursuit of their effort to
destroy the State is not good enough. I
would like to see us be involved.

What the resolution says is have
Syria and Iran be pressured by the rest
of the world, including those great hu-
manitarian nations of Russia and
China and elsewhere that have ex-
pressed opinions here; let them inter-
vene not simply to stop the shooting,
but to get Hezbollah away from that
border. Then it will be reasonable to
ask Israel to stop, and I believe they
want to.

So it is not simply release the sol-
diers today so four more can be cap-
tured and more people killed tomor-
row. Let the international community
show its real concern for the Govern-
ment of Lebanon by providing them
with the assistance they need to move
Hezbollah away.

Let Hamas honor the fact that Israel
withdrew at great political internal
cost from Gaza and not use that as a
lunching pad for their efforts to de-
stroy Israel.

So I must say, I think it is justified
in terms of the response, in terms of
the way it is conducted. Yeah, it is
messy and bloody, and innocent people
die, and that is why you try to avoid
those situations, and why Syria and
Iran should be pressured to get
Hezbollah to move back so we can put
an end to it.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 12 minutes to the gentleman
from Connecticut (Mr. SHAYS).

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, Hamas and
Hezbollah attacks against one of our
closest friends and best allies, Israel,
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are acts of war, and they have Iran and
Syria’s fingerprints all over them.

As chairman of the National Security
Subcommittee with direct focus on the
Middle East and the Islamist terrorists
that breed there, I am grateful we are
promptly considering this bipartisan
resolution to say to Israel, to the inter-
national community, and, most impor-
tantly, to the terrorists and the na-
tions who support them that this Con-
gress unequivocally stands by Israel.

We condemn the terror attacks
against it, and we pray for the peaceful
resolution of this crisis and to the end
to the loss of innocent lives on both
sides.

The prisoner exchange called for by
some must be put off the table. Doing
so legitimizes Hamas and Hezbollah’s
actions and will only embolden them
and the Syrian and Iranian Govern-
ments that back them to launch simi-
lar attacks in the future. The resolu-
tion of this crisis must include the
nonnegotiable safe return of the kid-
napped Israeli soldiers, and the guar-
antee of the security of Israel’s bor-
ders, including the full implementation
of the U.N. Security Council Resolu-
tion 1559.

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from
California (Mr. LANTOS) derogatorily
said there is no room to talk about
neutrality, as if it were a crime. I
would suggest there is room for an
open mind to another type of policy
that may save American lives.

I was in the Congress in the early
1980s, and then I left Congress, and I
just come back recently. But I was
here when the Marines were sent in to
Lebanon, and I strenuously came to
the floor before they went, when they
went, and before they were Kkilled, ar-
guing my case. And then they were
killed. Ronald Reagan, when he sent
the troops in, said he would never turn
tail and run.
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Then, after the marines were killed,
he had a reassessment of the policy.
When he wrote his autobiography a few
years later after leaving the Presi-
dency, he wrote this.

He says, ‘“‘Perhaps we didn’t appre-
ciate fully enough the depth of the ha-
tred and the complexity of the prob-
lems that made the Middle East such a
jungle. Perhaps the idea of a suicide
car bomber committing mass murder
to gain instant entry to Paradise was
so foreign to our own values and con-
sciousness that it did not create in us
the concern for the marines’ safety
that it should have.”

In the weeks immediately after the
bombing, I believe the last thing that
we should do was turn tail and leave.
Yet the irrationality of Middle Eastern
politics forced us to rethink our policy
there. If there would be some rethink-
ing of policy before our men die, we
would be a lot better off. If that policy
had changed towards more of a neutral
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position and neutrality, those 241 ma-
rines would be alive today.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 4 minutes to the
gentleman from Louisiana (Mr.
BOUSTANY).

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, let me
start by commending the esteemed
chairman of the International Rela-
tions Committee and the distinguished
gentleman, the ranking member, for
bringing this very powerful resolution
to the floor.

I agree with this resolution. I vehe-
mently, vehemently condemn the vio-
lence and terrorist activity of Hamas
and Hezbollah. I also vigorously sup-
port the right of Israel to defend itself
against these terrorist acts and to do
what is necessary under these dire cir-
cumstances.

But let me also say that this resolu-
tion is incomplete, and I don’t think it
is fully reflective of what U.S. policy
should be. Much has been said about
Resolution 1559. Much has been said
about Lebanon, that poor small coun-
try that has been victimized time and
time again.

What of Lebanon? There is a nascent
democracy there, despite the chal-
lenges, despite the years of conflict, a
nascent democracy that is budding. I
think this resolution should give lip
service to those Lebanese patriots who
are trying to build this democracy. The
Siniora government, we should not do
anything that would undermine this
nascent democracy and Prime Minister
Siniora’s attempt to build an economic
country, a country that is going to
have opportunity.

Security Council Resolution 1559,
whose fault is it? We know that this
nascent democracy in Lebanon doesn’t
have the capability to defend itself. It
doesn’t have a very well-formed armed
services. We know that Israel could not
drive Hezbollah out.

How can the small force that Leb-
anon has do such? Whose fault is it?
The international community, the
U.S.? This has been a failure of policy.
One thing that is clear is that this Se-
curity Council Resolution 1559 has to
be enforced unequivocally, and
Hezbollah must be disarmed in any way
that is possible. This is going to take
an international effort. Once there is
international consensus that this reso-
lution will be enforced, then we need to
put together the coalition to enforce it.

I am going to conclude. I am not
going to take the full time, but I am
going to say that America should not
turn its back on any of its allies, and
that certainly includes Israel. But it
should also include that wvulnerable
State of Lebanon.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I want to
commend my good friend from Lou-
isiana for his very thoughtful state-
ment, and let me just add that if
Hezbollah is, in fact, defanged, the pri-
mary beneficiary will be the people and
the State of Lebanon.

Mr. Speaker, I am very pleased to
yield 3% minutes to my distinguished
friend from Illinois (Mr. EMANUEL).
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Mr. EMANUEL. I thank my colleague
from California, and I strongly support
this resolution. Mr. Speaker, on June
25, Palestinian militants from Hamas
kidnapped and later executed an Israeli
soldier. On July 12, Hezbollah kid-
napped two Israeli soldiers.

In both cases, terrorist militias af-
filiated with democratically elected
governments, violated internationally
recognized borders and seized three sol-
diers. In both cases, they were acts of
wars. These acts turned on its head 25
years of agreement that if Israel would
leave territories to internationally rec-
ognized borders, there would be peace.

It is this turning on its head the rea-
son for the reaction by both Saudi Ara-
bia, Egypt and Jordan because it has
violated what happened in 1978 with
the giving of the Sinai. It violated
what happened in 1993 with the Oslo
Agreement, and it violated what hap-
pened in 1994 with Jordan.

What happened here, and nobody
should underestimate the con-
sequences, is it totally violates not
only the internationally recognized
border but the bipartisan effort, inter-
nationalized effort, to bring peace to
the Middle East, and specifically to the
Arab and Israeli conflict. That is,
Israel would move to internationally
recognized borders. Those borders
would be recognized and peace would
happen.

That effort, if it doesn’t end here,
and this doesn’t get upturned with the
return of soldiers, that effort of giving
up peace by giving up real estate, rec-
ognizing internationally recognized
borders, will come to an end. That is
why three Arab governments, allies of
the United States, have acted the way
they have acted and recognized the
consequences and the deep meaning of
what happened here.

That being said, nobody should lose
sight for one moment also of what has
happened here. The so-called democrat-
ically elected governments on the West
Bank and in Lebanon have militias af-
filiated with those governments. So
those are democracies. They are not
truly democracies, they are totali-
tarian entities with militias and ter-
rorists acting as democracies.

As we talk about bringing democracy
to the Mideast, understand that that
button should be paused for a second
and understand the consequences here.
That what has happened is Saudi Ara-
bia, most importantly, Egypt and Jor-
dan, have brought peace and have come
to a peace agreement with Israel.
Those who have violated that peace
are, quote-unquote, democracies, as we
spread democracy in the Mideast.

Understand what that means here,
and the consequences of what has hap-
pened here, is that you cannot allow
this violation of internationally recog-
nized borders, three soldiers to be
seized, and think there will be no act of
war. That is what has broadened, and
yes, many of its citizens will be hurt.

I want to see an end to the violence
that is engulfing Israel and Lebanon,
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but it will not end this violence at the
ballot box. It will only end with the
emergence of true partners who recog-
nize the importance of peace and the
end of terrorist regimes founded on
hate.

I strongly support this resolution, its
spirit, as well as its letter.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise tonight in strong
support of the resolution before us, in-
troduced by our distinguished majority
leader and two foreign policy giants,
our International Relations chairman,
HENRY HYDE and our ranking member,
Tom LANTOS. We wish that cir-
cumstances were different in the Mid-
dle East, and we regret the loss of inno-
cent human life.

However, silence on our part in the
face of these outrageous attacks
against Israel would only serve to em-
bolden these Islamic terrorists and
their neighbors. Our stance, therefore,
must be clear, Mr. Speaker; we con-
demned these armed attacks against
Israel.

We fully support Israel’s right to
take appropriate action to defend itself
in the face of these existential threats,
and we must hold not just Hamas and
Hezbollah but also Iran and Syria ac-
countable.

Mr. Speaker, the current conflict in
the Middle East is not simply the re-
sult of these most recent develop-
ments. Rather, it results from the ef-
forts of the chain of interrelated ex-
tremist entities and their state spon-
sors who threaten not just Israel but
our own security interests as well.

It stems from a deep-seated desire to
destroy the State of Israel, or, as the
Iranian leader has said, to wipe Israel
off the map. It stems from Iran’s desire
to export its revolution and to exert re-
gional domination. It is based on a
world view that led to the taking of
American hostages in 1979, who were
held for 444 days, and that hatred
against the U.S. as not gone unabated.

The events of the recent weeks find
their roots in an alliance between Iran
and Syria and their terrorist proxies,
which, throughout the years, have
caused the deaths and injuries of
countless Israelis and Americans alike.
Current developments are also linked
to the failure of the United Nations to
ensure full implementation of Security
Council Resolution 1559 requiring
Hezbollah to dismantle and disarm.

Over the past year, Israel has shown
tremendous restraint in the face of
continued assault from Islamic extrem-
ists. Despite Israel’s withdrawal from
Gaza last year, terror attacks tar-
geting innocent Israeli civilians con-
tinued and, in fact, have increased.

In the last year extremists in Gaza
have launched over 1,000 rockets at
Israelis. Weapons, money and man-
power were smuggled to Gaza through
tunnels, enabling continued terrorism
and transforming the areas controlled
by the Palestinian Authority into ha-
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vens for international terror
like al Qaeda.

Hamas and other jihadist groups use
such underground tunnels to sneak
into Israel, to kill two soldiers and kid-
nap Corporal Shalit in order to ex-
change him for imprisoned, con-
demned, Palestinian terrorists. The sit-
uation intensified on July 12 when
members of Hezbollah, without a hint
of provocation, went into Israel and
killed three Israeli soldiers and took
two others hostages.

Again, this was not an isolated inci-
dent by Hezbollah. In the past year
these extremists launched at least four
attacks into Israel. One of these took
place on November 2005 when Hezbollah
launched rockets into Israel while a
large number of its jihadists infiltrated
and attacked an Israeli village.

The enemy should not and must not
be underestimated. Iran and Syria and
other terrorist enablers are engaged in
a never-ending struggle to improve
their relative power position. They
have declared war on freedom and de-
mocracy, and will use any means avail-
able to them to achieve their ends.

They not only present a threat to
Israel and to the U.S., but also to mod-
erate reforming Arab governments in
the region. In turn, we must resolve, as
this resolution clearly states, to work
with Israel and other U.S. allies to
fight these extremists worldwide.

As Robert Satloff of the Washington
Institute for Near East Policies re-
cently said, defeat for Israel is a defeat
for U.S. interests. It will inspire radi-
cals of every stripe. It will release Iran
and Syria to spread more mayhem in-
side Iraq, and make more likely our
own eventual confrontation with this
emboldened alliance of extremists.

By contrast, Satloff adds, victory in
the form of Hezbollah disarmament,
the expulsion of Iran’s military pres-
ence from Lebanon, the eviction of
Meshal and friends from Damascus, and
the demise of the Hamas government
in Gaza is, by the same token, also a
victory for the U.S. and for Western in-
terests.

Mr. Speaker, this says it all. I urge
my colleagues to support this resolu-
tion.
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Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time, and I also ask unanimous
consent that the time for debate on
this measure be extended for 40 min-
utes, to be equally divided between the
proponent and opponent.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CAMPBELL of California). Is there objec-
tion to the request of the gentlewoman
from Florida?

There was no objection.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
further, I yield 10 minutes of my time
to the gentleman from California (Mr.
LANTOS), the ranking member of the
Committee on International Relations,
and ask unanimous consent that he be
permitted to control that time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida?
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There was no objection.

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I just want to make a couple of com-
ments before yielding. It has been well
advertised about the three prisoners
that have been taken, the three Israeli
prisoners. Everybody in the country
knows about it. What I find a bit inter-
esting is that some people estimate be-
tween 8,000 and 10,000 Palestinians and
Lebanese are in prisons and under the
authority of the Israeli police and gov-
ernment.

It is also known that one-third of the
Cabinet of Palestine have been arrested
and held hostage by the Israeli Govern-
ment, and once again, I think this is a
distortion of what is going on. It is
hard to get the information out to find
out exactly what is happening in this
area.

Also, I would like to make one addi-
tional point that it is very easy to
criticize the Government of Lebanon
for not doing more about Hezbollah. I
object to everything Hezbollah does be-
cause I am a strong opponent to all vi-
olence on both sides. So I object, too,
but I also object to the unreasonable
accusations that the Government of
Lebanon has not done enough, when we
realize that Israel was there for 18
years, and Hezbollah did not get any
weaker, and they are stronger than
ever. So I think, again, a little bit of
balance is worth considering.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 6 minutes to the
gentleman from California (Mr. ISSA).

(Mr. ISSA asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I would like
to thank the gentleman from Texas for
yielding, and yielding, I note, time in
opposition.

I will be voting for this important
resolution, not because it is perfect. As
a matter of fact, I think the one con-
sistent thing that, Mr. Speaker, you
are going to see tonight is not one, not
two, not three, but all four of the Mem-
bers of Congress on both sides of the
aisle whose families emigrated from
Lebanon basically 100 years ago or
more are finding that this resolution
does not say enough.

Mr. Speaker, I want to bring to the
attention and will be including in my
remarks H. Res. 926, which was sub-
mitted as a draft to the Committee on
International Relations and to the
Subcommittee on the Middle East on
which I serve on both.

For those who think that Members of
Congress who come from Lebanese an-
cestry would somehow think dif-
ferently than many of the rest, I would
like to share just a few short portions.

First of all, the opening of the resolu-
tion: ‘“Condemning the kidnapping of
Israeli soldiers by Hamas and
Hezbollah, affirming the right of Israel
to conduct operations to secure the
kidnapped soldiers, urging all parties
to protect innocent life and civilian in-
frastructure, and for other purposes.”

Many of the passages are similar, but
some notably are different than the
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resolution being considered tonight. It
goes on to blame directly Nasrallah,
the Secretary General of Hezbollah, re-
sponsible for these attacks and respon-
sible for taking hostages.

It further, in its whereases: ‘“Whereas
Iran, Syria, and elements of the Gov-
ernment of Lebanon have a well-docu-
mented history of supporting the ter-
rorist groups responsible for these
kidnappings.”’

And, Mr. Speaker, it is important to
note that the Lebanese Americans were
the first to come out and say in no un-
certain terms that the elements in
Lebanese society, including those who
were elected from the occupied south,
not occupied by Israel any longer, but
occupied by Hezbollah, did send rep-
resentatives sympathetic to Hezbollah.

But I think what is not said in this
resolution and has not been said well
enough here tonight, in my opinion, is
that the Cedar Revolution clearly de-
nounced that direction. It went against
the illegally reelected or illegally ex-
tended Presidency of Emile Lahoud,
and it made very clear by backing the
so-called Saad Hariri bloc, the bloc of
the assassinated former Prime Minister
in securing a multidenominational,
across-the-board, including Shi’a, gov-
ernment that wants a sovereign, inde-
pendent and peaceful Lebanon.

Unfortunately, the resolution we are
considering tonight does talk about the
failure of the Lebanese Government. I
think that is fair, but it is only fair if
we also include the failure of the
United States Government.

We have provided nothing to the Leb-
anese since they bravely stood up to
Syria, demanded their withdrawal, ri-
oted in the street, were bombed and
killed for their attempt to give them-
selves that freedom and liberty. We
have not provided them any kind of ca-
pability of going to the south and en-
forcing. We have talked about it. We
have planned to do it. The administra-
tion has prepared to do it. Our commit-
tees have explored it, but today, as of
yet, we have not yet done what we
must do.

Mr. Speaker, I call on this committee
that is here today on this floor to dedi-
cate itself to immediately upon us
coming back to work in the morning
begin the process of providing the law-
ful Government of Lebanon the ability
to, in fact, send those troops to the
south to, in fact, displace Hezbollah. It
is going to take time, energy, money
and training.

We are spending billions of dollars
every month arming the Iraqi people
so, in fact, they can replace a govern-
ment that we had to topple. The Leba-
nese already toppled a government
that had been a puppet of Syria and
Iran for a long time, and they, in fact,
were the movement that led to Syria
being forced out after decades of occu-
pation.

The Lebanese have earned the right,
and this resolution in part says that,
they have earned the right to have that
ability, and we have to give them that
ability.
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So I go further than simply say I
hope we will. I demand that if we care
enough about the words we say in our
resolution tonight and in H. Res. 926,
which is the underlying document sub-
mitted by four Lebanese Americans, if
we care enough to denounce Hezbollah
for what they have, and Iran and Syria
for what they have done, then we have
to be willing to confront them in Leb-
anon, something we have not been will-
ing to do.

So, tonight I stand with Israel’s right
to get its kidnapped soldiers back. I
stand with Israel’s right to reduce the
ability of Hezbollah to rain rockets
down on Israel, but I also stand with
the people of Lebanon who have been
traded like pawns again and again and
say, yes, let us pass this resolution, but
let us also start in the morning to do
the job so that the next resolution,
when it says the Lebanese Government
has failed to do something, it will not
also have the right to say the Lebanese
Government did not have a snowball’s
chance in a summer in Hades of actu-
ally doing it.

A government with armored per-
sonnel carriers donated by the U.S.
Government in the 1970s made of alu-
minum is not going to take on
Hezbollah, not if tanks from Israel
could not do it in 18 years.

So, yes, I am voting for this resolu-
tion. I appreciate the gentleman giving
me time from the opposition, but I
want to include H. Res. 926 in this de-
bate, and I want to include the state-
ment by the four Lebanese Americans
that, yes, we will support Israel, but we
want to support Lebanon’s ability to be
free and independent, and that will
take a commitment starting tomorrow
morning.

H. RES. 926

Whereas on June 25, 2006, Israeli Defense
Forces Corporal Gilad Shalit was kidnapped
and taken hostage by a Palestinian militant
group that included members of the military
wing of Hamas;

Whereas Hamas political leader Khaled
Meshaal, in Damascus, Syria, has acknowl-
edged the role of Hamas in holding Corporal
Shalit hostage;

Whereas on July 12, 2006, operatives of the
terrorist group Hezbollah carried out an at-
tack in Israel, killing three Israeli soldiers
and taking two others hostage;

Whereas Hezbollah Secretary General
Hasan Nasrallah has acknowledged
Hezbollah’s responsibility for the attack and
taking hostages;

Whereas Iran, Syria, and elements of the
Government of Lebanon have a well-docu-
mented history of supporting the terrorist
groups responsible for these kidnappings;

Whereas President George W. Bush stated
on July 13, 2006, ‘‘[t]The democracy of Leb-
anon is an important part of laying a founda-
tion of peace’’, that the government of Leba-
nese Prime Minister Faoud Sinoria must not
be undermined during the current crisis, and
that Syria and Iran must be held to account
for their shared responsibility in the recent
hostage taking; and

Whereas Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice stated on July 12, 2006, ‘‘All sides must
act with restraint to resolve this incident
peacefully and to protect innocent life and
civilian infrastructure.”’: Now, therefore, be
it
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Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) condemns Hamas and Hezbollah for en-
gaging in the reprehensible terrorist act of
taking hostages;

(2) affirms the right of Israel to conduct
operations, both inside and outside its own
borders and in the territory of countries sup-
porting the hostage takers, in pursuit of the
release of hostages;

(3) notes that all governments that have
provided continued support to Hamas or
Hezbollah share responsibility for the hos-
tage taking and urges these countries to use
all efforts to secure the unconditional re-
lease of the hostages;

(4) urges all parties to protect innocent life
and civilian infrastructure;

(5) declares its continued commitment to
aiding Israel and the administration of
President George W. Bush in battling ter-
rorism and securing the unconditional re-
lease of hostages; and

(6) expresses its condolences to all inno-
cent victims of recent violence in Israel,
Lebanon, and the Palestinian territories and
their families, including those of the three
Israeli hostages.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I want to
commend my friend from California for
his very thoughtful observations, and I
am pleased to yield 3 minutes to the
gentleman from New York (Mr. RAN-
GEL), the distinguished ranking mem-
ber of the Ways and Means Committee,
my very good friend.

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for this opportunity.

I stand in strong support of this reso-
lution. Some may say, well, how could
you be against the war and supporting
this? Well, I think it is good historic
sense, it is good moral sense, that any
sovereign nation that gets attacked
should have the opportunity and be
given support for defending herself.

Clearly, when we went into Iraq, we
had no clue as to who the terrorists
were. They certainly were not in Iraq.
There were no weapons of mass de-
struction, no connection between Sad-
dam Hussein and 9/11.

But here we have a nation that has
been invaded. People have come into
their country, Kkilled their soldiers,
kidnapped their soldiers, and rain rock-
ets on them, and the surprising thing
that we find here is that we find some-
thing to that. As an American, I can-
not imagine the hostility I would feel
and the support I would give in retalia-
tion if something like that happened to
our country.

What amazes me, however, is that for
the first time people have recognized
that the terrorists are not just after
the United States and Israel. The ter-
rorists are after every decent thing
that we believe in, and at long last the
Governments of Jordan and Egypt and
Saudi Arabia has seen that these ter-
rorists, that somehow we found out
that they believe that not being at war
with Israel is the same as being at
peace with Israel, but recognize in that
area some of the Arab countries that
we give support to, economic and trade
support, still held hostile the people in
Israel and resented the right for Israel
to exist.

I think this is a great opportunity to
bring those Arab nations together, to
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let them know that they are just as
vulnerable for the people that they
have supported, and even though the
animosity seems to be going toward
Israel, is toward them, is toward the
United States, is toward everything
that we believe.

So, if we do have crown princes and
kings and Presidents unable to go to
the ranch and discuss whatever they
do, and if Israel does not come up as a
place where they teach hatred and
anti-Semitism, why not take advan-
tage of this opportunity to tell the
Arab countries in the region that this
is the time for all of us to come to-
gether not just in a willing coalition,
but in a coalition for peace, and to
make certain that we cut this cancer
out not just because of Israel, but be-
cause of the free world?

The Hamas and the Hezbollah have to
really cut this cancer out of our soci-
ety now, and it gives us an excellent
opportunity to bring the friends of the
United States and the so-called friends
of Israel together to see whether or not
we can make certain that these people
are not a threat to Israel and not a
threat to the neighboring countries
and not a threat to the great United
States of America.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield to the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. FOLEY) for a unanimous consent
request.

(Mr. FOLEY asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentlewoman. I rise in support of H.
Res. 921, condemning the recent at-
tacks against the State of Israel.

On June 25th, Israeli soldier Corporal Gilad
Shalit was kidnapped and is still being held
hostage in Gaza by Hamas.

On July 12th, Hezbollah in southern Leb-
anon killed three Israeli soldiers and took two
others hostage and began bombarding Israel
with rockets.

In the past week, over 700 rockets and mor-
tars from Gaza and Southern Lebanon have
hit Haifa (Israel’s 3rd largest city) and numer-
ous other cities and towns.

These unprovoked attacks appear to be co-
ordinated by Iran and Syria—probably to take
the issue of Iran’s nuclear development off the
front burner.

When Israel withdrew from Southern Leb-
anon several years ago, it did so with the un-
derstanding that the Lebanese Army would se-
cure the area from Hezbollah. To this date,
the Army has yet to move into the area and
take control.

Some have suggested that the U.S. urge
Israel to restrain itself—that it should negotiate
and stop their attacks. The problem is, as
Amb. Bolton said today, there isn’t anyone to
talk to. The Palestinians are being governed
by Hamas and Lebanon is still being con-
trolled by Syria—both terrorist regimes.

Israel must take any action it sees fit to de-
fend themselves and prevent the abducted
soldiers from being taken to Damascus or
Tehran.

Iran needs to be put on notice. We know
what you are doing and it is not going to work.

| know that the Palestinian and Israeli peo-
ple are committed to peace. The Hezbollah
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and Hamas scourge, who are the only ones
undermining a long-term peace, must be
wiped off this earth.

| pray that this situation resolves itself quick-
ly and that we can continue to move forward
with the Middle East peace process.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. SMITH), the chairman
of the Subcommittee on Africa, Global
Human Rights and International Oper-
ations.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I thank my good friend for
yielding.

Mr. Speaker, the events in Lebanon
during the past week are yet another
wake-up call to those who have perhaps
complacently thought or believed that
the global war on terrorism has some-
how abated. It has not. Israel is, in
fact, on the front lines of this war as
we meet.

Mr. Speaker, we all know there is
nothing whatsoever benign or noble or
praiseworthy about the terrorist
groups such as Hamas or Hezbollah and
their state sponsors Syria and Iran.
They not only refuse to recognize
Israel’s right to exist, they want Israel
wiped off the face of the map.

They actively seek Israel’s demise,
its destruction, by both their words
and their deeds. Their hate-filled, fa-
natic, perhaps even psychotic, suicide
bombers bomb, shoot and wreak havoc
on the lives of countless unarmed inno-
cent men, women and children through
the terrorist intifada campaign.

It is abundantly clear that Hezbollah
has violated the sovereign territory of
Israel by launching unprovoked rocket
attacks and ground forces incursions
into undisputed Israeli territory, re-
sulting in the death and hostage-tak-
ing of Israeli soldiers.
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While Israel has withdrawn from Leb-
anon, in full compliance with U.N. Se-
curity Resolution 425 in June of 2000,
and unilaterally withdrawn from Gaza
in September of last year, the Govern-
ment of Lebanon has been unable or
unwilling to disband and disarm
Hezbollah in implementation of U.N.
Security Council Resolution 1559.

I want to thank Dr. Boustany for his
comments earlier. And I think it was
important that he injected it into the
debate that there is this inability, per-
haps, on the part of the government.
And I think we need to do more our-
selves to help them to rid themselves
of this cancer called Hezbollah.
Hezbollah clearly is not only a grave
threat to Israel, as we all know, but it
is a grave threat to the freedom-loving
people of Lebanon as well.

This resolution puts us clearly on the
record stating where we stand, and I
am so glad that I think there will be
great support for it.

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, there has been a lot of
accusations made about who precip-
itated the crisis, the charges made that
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it all occurred because three prisoners
were taken, and that Hezbollah and
Hamas deliberately provoked the situa-
tion. And it may well be true. I have no
idea exactly what is true.

But there are others who have indi-
cated that they believe that it was pre-
cipitated mainly with the intent of our
foreign policy, along with Israel’s for-
eign policy, as an initial step to go into
Iran. We have talked about Iran around
the House and around Washington, and
there are a lot of people very, very con-
cerned. Our administration talks about
it all the time; taking out Iran, taking
out the nuclear sites. But to do that,
the theory is that these missiles had to
be removed and, in a practical military
sense, that seems very reasonable. So
there could be the deliberateness of
Hamas and Hezbollah precipitating the
crisis for whatever gain they think, or
deliberately precipitated by both the
United States and Israel with the in-
tent to follow up with bombing in Iran.
And I am frightened about that. I
think that may well occur.

I have talked to a lot of military peo-
ple, a lot of CIA people, who actually
believe this is a possibility within
months. And this is the reason I have
such great concern about what is hap-
pening in this area of the country, be-
cause if us going into Iraq didn’t go so
well, can anybody imagine what is
going to happen when the bombs start
to fall on Iran? I think it is going to be
catastrophic. And there has been talk
on television this past weekend, the be-
ginning of World War III. And this war
is about to spread, and this is the rea-
son that I oppose this resolution, be-
cause, deep down in my heart, I believe
that what we do here helps to provoke
things and agitate things and bring us
closer to a greater conflict. And I am
just arguing that there is an alter-
native other than violence to settle
some of these problems.

Now, a lot of bombs have fallen on
both sides, and of course, if they are
coming from Lebanon, Syria and Iran
are blamed, and they may well deserve
the blame. But we haven’t talked about
who gets the blame for the other side.
More people are getting killed on the
other side. And as we mentioned be-
fore, innocent people are Kkilled, and a
lot of nonmilitary targets have been
hit, farms and buildings and electrical
plants and airports that have nothing
to do with the military.

And yet the reason I believe this is
going to be worse is because we see it
in this country the way we want to see
it. And we have no willingness to think
about how it might be seen elsewhere,
like how is it going to be seen by 1 bil-
lion Muslims around the world? And
you know, quite frankly, every single
bomb that is dropped by Israel, by
their calculation, and they have reason
to believe so, those are U.S. bombs.
Those are our airplanes. We paid for
them. And they get the money to buy
these weapons. So whether it is delib-
erate or whatever, it doesn’t matter. It
is the perception by the Muslims who
are radicalized by this.
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You can’t deny it. There are more
radicals today than there were 2 or 3
years ago. And the reason why I am
worried about this is we are now get-
ting the information about the reac-
tion to 9/11. 9/11 occurred, and the im-
mediate response by many of our lead-
ers and the administration said, let’s
go to Iraq. People would say, well, why
Iraq? Well, we have been planning on it
all along. This is the opportunity.

As soon as this crisis built, we heard
very similar comments. Let’s go to
Iran, you know, to go forward.

There are others who suggest that
this crisis has come about not out of
our strength, but out of our weakness.
If Hezbollah and Hamas has delib-
erately done this, they might have cal-
culated we have been stretched fairly
thin around the world and with Iraq,
and know that a lot of the American
people and the taxpayers are getting
tired of the war, so they may have seen
this as a sign of weakness on our part.
But then the ‘‘neocons’ say, yeah, that
may well be true, that is why we have
to be tougher than ever. We have got to
unleash the bombs. We have got to con-
sider nuclear weapons, and back and
forth and back and forth, until one day
we are going to get ourselves in such a
fix that World War III will be here and
it will be irrevocable.

And there are some people who sort
of like this idea. There are some
‘“‘neocons’” who thrive on chaos, be-
cause their theory is they want regime
change. They want regime change in
Syria, and they want regime change in
Iran. They wanted it in Iraq. And we
are, by gosh, we are going to have re-
gime change, and they are going to be
our friends and they are going to be
democrats. We are going to have demo-
cratic elections.

So we go to war and our men and
women die. We spend all this money,
and we have elections. And then some-
times we don’t like the results of the
elections, so we ignore them.

What if we had elections in Saudi
Arabia? What if we had elections in
Egypt? And then what if their radicals
were elected?

So we are fighting and dying to
spread democracy. And it is probably
one of the most dangerous things for us
with our current foreign policy, is that
when they do vote and elect Hezbollah
and Hamas, then we have to reject the
principle of democracy.

Self-determination is a great prin-
ciple, and we should permit it and en-
courage self-determination. But en-
couraging elections under these cir-
cumstances, and by force, in hopes that
we get our man in charge just doesn’t
work.

I think we are going to have regime
changes, a lot more regime changes
than most people want around here. 1
think the regime changes are coming
in Saudi Arabia, and I think there will
be a regime change maybe in Egypt.
Who knows? In Libya. And you are
going to be very unhappy with those
regime changes.
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So, yes, it was well intended to have
regime change in Iraq. But what has it
gotten us?

And now we want to spread that phi-
losophy and have more regime changes,
and who knows what the results are
going to be? They are not going to be
good. They are going to backfire on us.

You know, when Osama bin Laden re-
sponded to why, he had a list of reasons
on why he encouraged or directed the
attack on 9/11. And the one thing that
he listed we shouldn’t ignore, because
as bad as that individual is, and as vio-
lent as he is, nobody has ever proven he
tells lies. Nobody has ever proven this.
Nobody says he is a liar. So we ought
to listen to what he says.

And one of the reasons that he listed
for this was back in 1982, back to the
problems we had in Lebanon, there
were 18,000 Lebanese and Palestinians
killed. And who knows whose bombs
and who was doing it? But you know,
we were in there, although our troops
weren’t fighting and we left, but Israel
was involved, 18,000. But regardless of
whether or not we directed it or want-
ed it is irrelevant. The conclusion was
that we were participants, and it ral-
lied his troops and helped him organize
to get people so hateful that they were
willing to commit suicide terrorism
and come here.

Now, we can ignore it and say, well,
he is a liar. That is not the reason they
did it. But we do that at our own peril.

Now, one of the reasons why I believe
that it wouldn’t be difficult to put the
label USA on these weapons, obviously
the airplanes have been built here. But
what about the money? How much
money have we given for weapons?

Between 1997 and 2004, and that
doesn’t even count the last 2 years, we
gave over $7 billion in weapons grants.
It wasn’t a loan. It was a weapons
grant.

Now, the neat thing about this, this
was an economic deal because it was
beneficial because under the foreign
military financing program that we
have, Israel is required to spend 74 per-
cent of that back here. So you are talk-
ing about a military-industrial com-
plex, a pretty good deal. You know, we
subsidize them, send the money over
here, it comes over here, and our arms
manufacturers make even more money
and then dig a bigger hole for us in for-
eign policy and contribute to the many
problems that we have. And that
amount of money, they get $2.3 billion
of these military grants, and they
automatically increase it $60 million
per year. So it is locked in place.

Now, you say, well, that is money for
our ally. And fine, if it was used for de-
fense, maybe. But if it is used to an-
tagonize 1 billion Muslims and there is
no willingness to even consider the fact
that we should look at it in a balanced
way, and instead it is ridiculed and
said, oh, this is ridiculous to think of
neutrality or balance and think about
both sides, and the innocent people
dying on both sides should be consid-
ered.
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So we are moving toward a major cri-
sis, a major crisis financially and a
major crisis in our foreign policy. I
don’t believe we can maintain this.

So even if you totally disagree with
our aggressive empire building and po-
licing the world, let me tell you, I am
going to win the argument, because we
are running out of money. We are in
big debt, and we are borrowing it. We
borrowed $3 billion a day from coun-
tries like China and Japan and Saudi
Arabia to finance this horrendous debt.
And it won’t be, it can’t be continued.
The dollar will eventually weaken. You
are going to have horrendous inflation.
Interest rates are going to go up, and it
is going to be worse than the stagfla-
tion of the 1970s.

And domestic spending is never cur-
tailed. We have been in charge of the
Congress and the Presidency for sev-
eral years now, and the government
gets bigger, probably faster than it was
getting before.

So we are facing a crisis that is liable
to escalate and get out of control in
the Middle East. At the same time, it
has a bearing on our finances, because
when it contributes to the deficit,
there is a limit to how much foreigners
will loan to us. We have to print the
money. We have to go to the Fed, cre-
ate new money. That is the inflation.

And what does it do to the cost of
0il? Inflation pushes the cost of oil up.
That should be a concern to everybody.
And at the same time, the production
of the oil didn’t work. I mean, the oil
production went down in Iraq.

What happens if this happens to be
true? I actually pray that I am com-
pletely wrong about this. And you can
say, well, you are, so don’t sweat it.
But what if I am right? It is fright-
ening, because if this leads to bombing
in Iran, look for oil at $150 a barrel.
Then the American people will wake
up. They will say, hey, what’s going on
here? Why is gasoline so expensive? It
is expensive because we have less pro-
duction out of Iraq, and it is expensive
because the value of the dollar is going
down. And it is expensive because they
are anticipating that this crisis is not
going away, and what we do are an-
tagonizing the world.

So, once again, I come to this from a
slightly different viewpoint than those
who like to pick sides. There is nothing
wrong with considering the fact that
we don’t have to be involved in every
single fight. That was the conclusion
that Ronald Reagan came to, and he
was not an enemy of Israel. He was a
friend of Israel. But he concluded that
that is a mess over there. Let me just
repeat those words that he used. He
said, he came to the conclusion, ‘‘The
irrationality of Middle Eastern politics
forced us to rethink our policy there.”

I would like you to rethink our pol-
icy, not only there, but the kind of pol-
icy that led to 60,000 people dying in
Vietnam and then walking away. And
what happened after we walked away?
We are better off than ever. We had a
naval ship going into Vietnam just re-
cently. We trade with them. We do
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deals with them. Yet it was a total fi-
asco and a total loss because of the
way we went to war.

And this is also the reason that I am
determined to persist that if we take
our country to war, that we ought to
be responsible. We should never send
these kids and young people to war
without a declaration, win the war, and
get it over with. When we don’t declare
it, it goes on and on and on. We don’t
win them.

And literally, this Persian Gulf War,
and this Iraqi war, it has been going on
since 1990. We never stopped bombing
Iraq, never stopped bugging them, and
antagonizing them and inciting them.

So it is not a sign of weakness to
talk about neutrality. It is a sign of
strength that you have a little bit of
courage and you believe in your own
system. If we want to spread our val-
ues, it is a good way to do it. Set a
good example. Put our financial house
in order. Treat people evenly, and trade
with people, and talk to people and
travel.

But don’t think that we can force our
values at the point of a gun, and think
they are all going to be democratic
elected governments that we are going
to be pleased with. It is not going to
happen.

So there is reason to reconsider the
total policy that has been followed in
this country essentially for 100 years.
And it hasn’t been productive for us.
Essentially, Woodrow Wilson started
it. We are going to make the world safe
for democracy. And look how safe the
world has been since Woodrow Wilson
introduced that. We are less safe than
ever. And our financial condition is
worse than ever.

And we are running our program,
whether it is our domestic welfare pro-
gram or our foreign policy, it is being
run on borrowed money. It is borrowed
money from overseas, and it is also
from inflated currency. And we can get
away with it for a while longer, but let
me tell you, there is a crisis coming,
and it is going to be dealing with the
dollar and it is going to involve our
foreign policy. And then we will, as a
sign of weakness, we will have to come
home. We will have to come home be-
cause we can’t afford the empire. It is
not wise to have it, and we should have
more confidence and more belief that
what we have in this country, and what
America used to stand for, that we
should spread that message more by
setting an example and through a vol-
untary approach. And when that time
comes, I think that maybe more people
will reconsider it.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I am de-
lighted to yield 3 minutes to the distin-
guished gentleman from California
(Mr. BERMAN), ranking member of the
International Relations Committee.

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, imagine
for a moment that there was a gang, an
organization of Mexican nationals who
believed zealously and fanatically that
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the Southwest of the United States had
been stolen from them; and that this
group of people committed to mur-
dering in order to right that wrong,
was funded and controlled by countries
that were dedicated to the destruction
of the United States; that this group
had stockpiled thousands of offensive
weapons that could be unleashed on
our citizens with little or no warning;
that it launched an unprovoked, cross-
border attack from Baja, California,
kidnapped two of our border patrol
agents and killed several others. And it
then unleashed a massive barrage of
missiles on San Diego with the sole in-
tent of killing innocent civilians. The
American people would demand imme-
diate and decisive action. The Congress
would overwhelmingly approve a reso-
lution authorizing the President to use
force, just as we did after 9/11. And
none of us would be satisfied with a
cease-fire that allowed the terrorists to
regroup and rebuild their weapons
stockpile. For America at this point,
this is just a fantasy. But for Israel,
this is daily reality.

For years Israel has lived with
Hezbollah’s sword of Damocles hanging
over its head, and it has shown extraor-
dinary restraint in the face of repeated
attacks. But this latest attack and the
kidnapping of its two soldiers is a
naked act of aggression. Israel did not
seek this conflict, but it is compelled
to take forceful action to defend itself,
just as the United States or any other
sovereign nation would do in this situ-
ation.

The loss of innocent lives on both
sides is tragic. When I hear Mr. RAHALL
and Mr. LAHooD and I watch the im-
ages on television, one cannot help but
want to cry for the damage and the
death and the carnage that that con-
flict brings. But there can’t be any
moral equivalence between Israel and
Hezbollah. Israel goes to extraordinary
lengths to minimize civilian loss, while
Hezbollah deliberately targets the in-
nocent.

When we talk of disproportionate re-
sponse, I would like for someone to tell
me what the proportionate response is
in this particular situation.

Once again, what this does is high-
light the central role played by Iran
and Syria in promoting terrorism
throughout the Middle East.

As Dennis Ross recently observed
when Lebanon was withdrawn from,
when Gaza was withdrawn from, what
did Israel get? It wasn’t land for peace,
it was land for war.
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I urge this body to speak strongly in
support of expressing its solidarity
with Israel in these difficult times, and
I urge my colleagues to support this
resolution.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, at
this time I am proud to yield 2 minutes
to the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
CANTOR), the chief deputy whip.

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman for yielding, and I
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recognize her leadership and her staff
as well as that of the gentleman from
California in bringing this resolution
forward, and congratulate them on
that.

Very briefly in response to my good
friend from Texas and his view and ad-
dressing so many different issues, I
would just like to say this clearly is
not a conflict, I think, that Israel finds
itself in by its own making or its ask-
ing.

As the gentleman from California
(Mr. BERMAN) indicated, Israel was
once again attacked. It was forced by
its enemies, who wished to see it wiped
off the map, to respond. The actions
taken by Hezbollah and Hamas are tan-
tamount to nothing less than an act of
war against a sovereign country. Israel
has the right to use every military tool
in its arsenal to protect its citizens
from this invasion and to incapacitate
its enemy to prevent future attacks.

This latest conflict of the waging war
against the terrorists in the Middle
East is evidence again that we cannot
hope to win that war against the Is-
lamic fascists if we ignore their state
sponsors. Make no mistake about it,
Syria and Iran are to blame for the
outbreak of war in the region, and they
must be held accountable. They sup-
port Hezbollah and Hamas both finan-
cially and militarily. The line of terror
and violence occurring in Israel today
and in Lebanon today runs straight
back to Damascus and Tehran. These
state sponsors of terror must know
that their actions are unacceptable and
that the free world will no longer ig-
nore or tolerate their actions.

Mr. Speaker, I support this resolu-
tion and stand beside our ally Israel as
it fights the terrorists. This is a battle
the free world cannot afford to lose.

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I am going
to yield 3 minutes to Mr. RAHALL, but
first I would ask how much time I have
left after I yield the 3 minutes.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CAMPBELL of California). The gen-
tleman from Texas has 25% minutes re-
maining.

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 25%
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) and ask
unanimous consent that she be allowed
to control that time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
want to thank Dr. Paul for yielding me
that time, and I yield 12% minutes to
the gentleman from California (Mr.
LANTOS) and ask unanimous consent
that he be allowed to control that
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from West
Virginia (Mr. RAHALL).

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
West Virginia.
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Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Texas and the gen-
tlewoman from Florida for yielding me
the time, and I commend him. The
plethora of scenarios that he has just
taken this body through, some of
which are scary, are certainly sce-
narios of which we need to bring to the
American people’s attention.

We have seen the neocons have their
way much too often in this administra-
tion. They got us into the war in Iraq,
with some prodding from our allies in
the region. And now those same indi-
viduals would have us strike at Iran.
Yes, Iran, Syria are culprits in this re-
cent kidnapping. There is no doubt in
my mind, although there probably is
not proof out there. Earlier I con-
demned Hezbollah and Hamas for these
kidnappings. Were they taking their di-
rections directly from Damascus, di-
rectly from Tehran? Probably, or at
least some wink along the way. Or was
Nasrallah going off on a tangent on his
own? I am sure he did not expect the
Israeli response that he got.

I am sure the Israelis have learned
something from this latest fighting,
just what is in the Hezbollah arsenal,
missiles that perhaps both Israeli
Army intelligence and our own did not
forecast.

So perhaps this current scenario that
will play out hopefully over another
week or 2 is a learning experience, a
feeling-out experience on both sides to
determine just what other surprises are
up one’s sleeve.

But regardless of that, the gentleman
from California (Mr. BERMAN) just ac-
cused, and it is a reality, that
Hezbollah rockets have hit civilians in
Israel. Unfortunate. Were they tar-
geted? I hardly think the Hezbollah
missiles are of the same guidance tech-
nology as Israel missiles. For the most
part, these Hezbollah missiles have
been landing in barren deserts. That
does not seem to be a targeting of civil-
ians. And when they do find a target,
yes, unfortunately there have been ci-
vilians that have been hit. Israeli tech-
nology and Israeli IDF are certainly
much more advanced, much more ad-
vanced in their guidance procedures
and in their ability to target their tar-
gets.

The response is Hezbollah has their
weapons, their missiles in civilian pop-
ulations, in mosques, in innocent civil-
ian homes. I have no doubt that that is
accurate. And where that is proven to
be, those targets are fair game and
should be hit. But the Beirut airport,
hardly a hideout for Hezbollah mis-
siles, hardly a place that Hezbollah
would use to receive arms, hardly a
place that they would take their hos-
tages for transportation elsewhere.

Let me say, Mr. Speaker, I appreciate
this debate, the tenor of the debate.
The quality of the debate has been su-
perb. The time that all sides have
agreed for an extension is great. This is
an important issue, and it should be de-
bated as much as this body wishes to.

But the fact is that the country of
Lebanon has never taken any hostages.
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Lebanon has never attacked anybody.
Lebanon has been used as a chessboard
upon which all other countries in the
region play their games and seek their
own motives, whatever those motives
may be. The Iranians have their mo-
tives. The Syrians have their motives.
The Israelis have their motives.
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The other Arab countries in the re-
gion certainly have their motives. But
Lebanon, the innocent bystander, is
the one suffering the damage here.
They have suffered an unmeasured re-
sponse.

The gentleman from California, Mr.
BERMAN, again asked what should a re-
sponse be then if Israel, as I have said,
does have the right to go after their
kidnapped soldiers, and how do you
measure what is appropriate and what
is inappropriate?

I happen to believe that the Israeli
intelligence, as I have said, and their
technologies, are far superior to
Hezbollah, are far superior to any
country in the region, far superior, and
they can use that ability, that superi-
ority, to better track where their sol-
diers may be and where they are un-
likely to be.

It is that type of response that they
have the right to pursue to the fullest
extent to go after their soldiers. Not in
Christian suburbs of Beirut that were
hit today. I hardly think that is a hid-
ing point for Hezbollah rockets and
missiles. I hardly think you are going
to find Hezbollah there. There were
none found there. Yet a very pro-Chris-
tian, previously thought safe section of
Beirut was hit just this afternoon by
Israeli missiles. So there can be a bet-
ter consideration of the innocent civil-
ians.

The resolution to which Mr. ISSA re-
ferred, which we Lebanese-Americans
support, H.R. 926, mentions that pro-
tection of innocent life and civilian in-
frastructure in the very beginning up
in the first paragraph, not the next to
the last paragraph, as the current reso-
lution before us does.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I am de-
lighted to yield 7 minutes to the distin-
guished member of the International
Relations Committee, the gentleman
from New York (Mr. ACKERMAN).

(Mr. ACKERMAN asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is
an old photograph, tattered and torn.
Its color is sepia, indicating that it is
over 90 years old, and it hung on the
wall in my mom’s apartment. She
would point it out to me when I was a
little boy and say, ‘‘This was your
grandmother, who you never knew. It
is a picture of their wedding.”” And the
little children who sat in front of this
wedding portrait were 5, 6, 7, 8 years
old, a lot of little kids, and she said,
pointing to one of them, ‘““This is my
Aunt Rachel,” and to another she said,
“This is my Uncle Joseph.”

I was tiny. I didn’t understand. I said,
“Mom, how can that be your aunt and
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uncle? They are only children.” And
she said, ‘“‘“They will always be chil-
dren.” I didn’t understand quite what
she was getting at until I was quite a
bit older.

When World War II broke out, there
were 1.6 million Jewish children
throughout Europe. At the end of the
Holocaust, that number became under
100,000. The Jewish people were almost
eradicated from the face of the Earth
by the people of the National Socialist
Party of Germany, the Nazis, who were
intent on wiping the Jews from the
face of the Earth, claiming they had no
right to live, no right to exist, in their
country or anyplace else, and set out
on a pogrom. They were nearly success-
ful.

Nobody came to the aid of the Jewish
people. People were put in gas cham-
bers, their bodies burnt in ovens by the
millions throughout the world. Nobody
came to their aid. Nobody cared. The
annihilation of an entire people by peo-
ple who were pure evil.

It wasn’t until the end of the war
when the Jewish people and others who
were in these concentration camps saw
their first Americans and America’s al-
lies when they were liberated from
those camps, alive because of happen-
stance and circumstance.

Our good friend, ToM LANTOS, and his
wife, Annette, a distinguished moral
force in our Congress, is alive today
along with his wife as the beneficiary
of a noble act of Christian charity by
somebody who was a stranger. The
luck of the draw.

The Jewish people weren’t even orga-
nized enough to fight. They weren’t
fighters. They didn’t know any better.
They had no country. They were scat-
tered.

The world looked at them at the end
of the war and said we have to do some-
thing about this, and they took the
area of Transjordan and they divided it
and created the country of Jordan and
the country of Israel, a Jewish state, so
Jews could have a place to be where
they could live safely within secure
borders. And I know many things have
happened and part of those borders are
disputed today, but that is beside the
point.

Suddenly in this very day and age,
what seems to be eons from the Nazis
and that era, another people rise up
and make claim to the world out loud,
clearly and unambiguously, that the
Jewish people have no right to be any-
where; that they will wipe them from
the region, kill them, eradicate them,
and drive them from the planet. No dif-
ferent than the Nazis.

Now, those of my friends with such
good intentions, and there are some
here and I have spoken to them and I
have listened to them, who talk about
proportionality, who talk treating ev-
erybody equal, who talk about meas-
ured response, who talk about a cease-
fire and going back to the status quo,
they are well-intentioned, but I want
them to look me in the eye and tell me
what a proportional response means.
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How do you negotiate with somebody
whose goal is your eradication? Take
half my family? Kill every other one of
us? What is there to negotiate? Do we
tell the victim of a violent crime that
they have no right to fight back as
forcefully as they can? Do we tell the
rape victim that she has no right to
fight with all her strength against the
accused rapist? Nonsense.

We don’t tell that to any other coun-
try. And there is only one Jewish state
on the planet. Don’t tell that to Israel.
People of the Jewish faith and every-
body else living in Israel have the right
to exist, the same right as anybody
else, and they have that right to re-
spond. How can you deny that?

Thank God Israel doesn’t stand alone
anymore. It has one good friend in this
whole world, and that is this United
States. And we are so thankful for
that. I am very pleased with this reso-
lution. It does have the right balance.

Innocent people die in wars. Not
every German was a Nagzi, and yet we
had to fight them because they rep-
resented the Nazis. They put them in
power. They elected them in a demo-
cratic election. Elections have con-
sequences. Just because you partici-
pate in an electoral process doesn’t ab-
solve of you of your crimes or your
sins, especially if you rededicate your-
self to them. That is what we are fac-
ing right now.

I urge your serious consideration of
this resolution and all that it implies.
Justice demands no less.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I am pleased to yield 3 minutes to
the gentleman from California (Mr.
ROHRABACHER), the chairman of the
Subcommittee on Oversight and Inves-
tigations.

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Madam Speak-
er, I rise in support of this resolution.
And let me note to my friend, Mr. ACK-
ERMAN, that we understand that quite
often throughout history, an accurate
description of history and a look at
history will show that there have been
many sins committed against the Jew-
ish people, and perhaps we can say the
most recent one is the one that we are
just now discussing with these rocket
attacks.

But let us also realize that there
have been sins committed against the
Palestinian people as well. They are
people, and they were there. And this is
a dispute, this is a dispute between the
Palestinians and the Israeli people that
is being exploited by outsiders.

Let me say that in the past when
Israel has been in the wrong I have not
hesitated to criticize Israel. This is not
one of those occasions. Israel is not in
the wrong. And while we recognize
there are people who have done good
things and bad things, that there are
heroes and sinners on both sides of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, tonight we
are talking about a situation that was
created intentionally by those people
who launched rockets on Israel and left
the people of Israel with no other
choice but to respond militarily.
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Those people who launched those
rockets on Israel knew exactly what
they were doing. In fact, about a
month ago the word was spread that
Hamas was on the verge of cutting a
deal with Israel. Then elements in
Hamas and Hezbollah ratcheted up the
violence specifically to undermine any
opportunity for peace in the region.

Peace will not be achieved in the
Middle East unless we are bold enough
not just to condemn terrorism, the ter-
rorism specifically that leads to the
type of violence and bloodshed and
chaos that is now evident in the Middle
East, but we must also back those who
act when confronted with this type of
violence, and in this case it behooves
us to back Israel in what they are
doing today as a result of those rockets
and those attacks that were made upon
Israeli citizens.

Our sights, however, should not just
be set on Hamas and Hezbollah. The
rockets that slammed into Israel were
made in China. They were provided to
the terrorists who launched them by
the mullah regime in Iran.

Long ago, we should have been sup-
porting those pro-democratic elements
in Iran which totally reject the corrup-
tion, repression, incompetence, and,
yes, terrorist aggression of the feu-
dalistic mullahs who rule over them.
Now is the time for us to back those
democratic elements in Iran and put
the Iranians on the defensive, rather
than letting them supply missiles to
undermine peace in the Middle East.

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 3 minutes to our dis-
tinguished colleague, the gentleman
from California (Mr. SHERMAN).

Mr. SHERMAN. Madam Speaker, for
10 years I have come to this floor to ex-
plain Israel’s peril and justify its ac-
tion. I owe a special debt of gratitude
to Hezbollah and Hamas for doing a far
better job than I ever could, for they
have announced that their policy is the
destruction of Israel, the ethnic cleans-
ing of the Middle East of all Jews. Ulti-
mately it is a program of genocide. And
they are now using the very territory
from which Israel has withdrawn to
kill as many Israeli civilians as pos-
sible.

If their efforts have not yet risen to
the level of genocide, it is only because
their rockets often fail to hit their tar-
gets. And let’s not mince words, their
targets are always Israeli civilians.
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Israel withdrew from Gaza; kidnap-
pers and missiles come from Gaza into
Israel. Israel withdrew from southern
Lebanon, and now kidnappers and mis-
siles come into Israel from southern
Lebanon, not just recently, but con-
tinuously over the last 6 years.

Five kidnapping raids, thousands of
missiles, 6 years of attacks. If anyone
is going to say that Israel’s reaction is
disproportionate, let them say that
Israel is doing too little.

Let me speak to those who may be
skeptical of this resolution. We all
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want peace, and peace can only come if
Israel withdraws from certain terri-
tories. Yet the Israelis must know that
when they vacate a territory, that ter-
ritory will not be used as a rocket-
launching pad against Israel, and that
if it ever is, that Israel will have the
full support of the United States and of
this Congress. We cannot have peace,
we cannot have any Israeli territorial
concessions unless we show Israel that
we will support them when they have
made those concessions.

There are those who urge a cease-
fire. I hope we get there soon. But this
all started with rockets and kidnap-
ping, and it would be a phony cease-fire
unless the soldiers are returned, and
unless Hezbollah is disarmed as re-
quired by U.N. Resolution 1559.

There are those who talk of prisoner
exchanges, but we should not tell Israel
to exchange the guilty for the inno-
cent, nor should we tell them to release
those who would resume their terror.

We in Congress should call every
major ambassador from Europe and de-
mand that Europe list Hezbollah as a
terrorist entity and stop Europeans
from sending money to Hezbollah.

And, finally, we all need to call the
World Bank and say that it is time for
the World Bank to stop making loans
and giving aid to Iran, which, after all,
is the source of the money and the mis-
siles that Hezbollah is using. It is time
for the World Bank to stop its loans to
Iran, and to not disburse funds that
have already been approved until that
government changes its policy.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from California (Mr. ROYCE), the chair-
man of the Subcommittee on Inter-
national Terrorism and Nonprolifera-
tion.

Mr. ROYCE. Madam Speaker, as the
chairman of the Subcommittee on
International Terrorism and Non-
proliferation, I rise in support of this
vital resolution in support of demo-
cratic Israel, who is facing terrorist at-
tacks on two fronts, from Hamas and
Hezbollah.

It is important to have a clear focus
on the threat posed by Hezbollah.
Former Deputy Secretary of State
Armitage testified Hezbollah may be
the A team of terrorists, and maybe al
Qaeda is actually the B team.

The former Director of Center Intel-
ligence called Hezbollah a notch above
al Qaeda organizationally, in part be-
cause of its deadly ties to Iran.

Hezbollah receives $100 million annu-
ally from Iran, including 13,000 rockets.
These rockets, which have rained down
on Israeli citizens, are hidden in homes
of supporters and in small factories
scattered across Lebanon. Hezbollah
launches unmanned aerial vehicles.

Hezbollah’s TV station, a vehicle for
hate which the U.S. has placed on its
terrorists exclusion list, has 10 million
viewers around the world.

Hezbollah is no ordinary terrorist
group. Indeed, Israel is confronting
Islamist terrorism’s A Team. Before
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9/11, Hezbollah was the terrorist group
that had killed more Americans than
any other. It has support cells in Eu-
rope, Africa, South America, Asia and
here in North America. Dismantling
Hezbollah is critical for U.S. and
Israel’s security.

Iran no doubt hopes that the current
crisis will distract the world’s atten-
tion away from its pursuit of nuclear
weapons. Yet today’s crisis shows ex-
actly why Iran’s ambition must be
thwarted, because an Iran with nuclear
weapons will be even more aggressive
in supporting terrorism in the Middle
East and beyond.

Mr. Speaker, Israelis are suffering.
Lebanese, some of whom, as this reso-
lution points out, are being used as
human shields, are suffering. Too many
are suffering at the hands of the
Hezbollah terrorists. Hezbollah must be
disarmed.

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, I
yield 1 minute to the distinguished
Democratic leader (Ms. PELOSI).

Ms. PELOSI. Madam Speaker, Mr.
LANTOS, it is very hard to capture the
words to express the difficulty that
Israel is facing now for all of us. But
for you, it must be particularly dif-
ficult. I know that you are an idealist,
I know that you are a realist. I thank
you for your leadership. We could not
be better served than by having you
here at this very difficult time for the
world really, especially difficult time
for Israel. Thank you for your leader-
ship.

And at this very difficult time for the
State of Israel, this resolution reaf-
firms our unwavering support and com-
mitment to Israel, and condemns the
attacks by Hezbollah.

I support this resolution because I
believe that the seizure of Israeli sol-
diers by Hezbollah terrorists was an
unprovoked attack, and Israel has the
right, indeed the obligation, to re-
spond.

Hamas and Hezbollah are committed
to the destruction of Israel. What more
do you need to know? It is clear that
Iran and Syria aid have helped the ef-
fort to achieve that goal.

The United Nations Security Council
has already spoken on the issue of dis-
mantling Hezbollah. The Security
Council’s resolution must be enforced
by the international community. Syria
has repeatedly demonstrated it is a
rogue state, which is why we passed
Mr. RANGEL’s Syria Accountability Act
more than 2 years ago. However, we
must now fully implement all sanc-
tions spelled out in that legislation.

In order to address the Iranian sup-
port of the terrorists, I urge the pas-
sage of the Iran Freedom Support Act.

We must ensure that Iran and Syria
understand the depth of commitment
of the United States to the State of
Israel by using every diplomatic tool at
our disposal. For a time in recent
years, there was a hope that a corner
had been turned in the Middle East.
The Israeli withdrawal from Lebanon,
the emergence of a democratic process
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in Lebanon, and the Israeli withdrawal
from Gaza were hopeful signs that the
future could be different from the past.

Those indications of progress, how-
ever, were seen as threats by Hezbollah
and Hamas, organizations that have a
greater interest in maintaining a state
of hostility with Israel than improving
the lives of the people they claim to
represent. Now, the lives of those peo-
ple and tens of thousands of others in
the Middle East, including thousands
of American citizens in Israel and Leb-
anon, have been put at risk by the ag-
gression of Hamas and Hezbollah.

As the fighting rages, it is imperative
that the combatants take whatever
steps they can to lessen the risk to in-
nocent civilians. The world knows too
well the horrors of war. It also knows
that there are ways to offer some de-
gree of protection to civilians, and it is
right to insist that those ways be cho-
sen. Using civilians as shields by con-
cealing weapons in civilian areas, as
done by Hezbollah, is inconsistent with
affording those protections. The resolu-
tion we are considering properly con-
demns that action.

Protecting civilians also means get-
ting our citizens out of harm’s way as
quickly as possible. I urge the adminis-
tration to expedite its efforts to bring
to safety those Americans who want to
leave Lebanon.

When the fighting ends, and I hope
that that will be soon, the United
States must engage in a concerted, sus-
tained effort with other nations seek-
ing a joint resolution of the differences
between Israel and its neighbors.
Israel’s right to exist is the nonnego-
tiable starting point for that effort.

I thank again those who were respon-
sible for bringing the resolution to the
floor, and again commend Mr. LANTOS
for his leadership, for his compassion,
and for his wisdom.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I am pleased to yield 2 minutes to
the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
HENSARLING).

Mr. HENSARLING. Madam Speaker,
I thank the gentlewoman for yielding
me time.

Madam Speaker, tonight I rise in
strong support of this resolution and to
condemn the recent attacks upon
Israel by Hezbollah. All of us tonight
have the earnest prayer that the cur-
rent wave of violence can end quickly.

Innocent civilians are being lost in
Lebanon and Israel, and the word
“tragic’” never does the situation jus-
tice. But peace can never be achieved
by asking Israel to put at risk its secu-
rity and the safety of its people. Let
there be no doubt, this latest conflict
began with Hezbollah. Rockets have
now rained down upon Israel. Israel has
been forced to defend her citizens and
sovereign territory, and I believe that
Israel has the moral, historical and
legal right to do so.

Holding the keys to peace in this sit-
uation are Hezbollah’s state sponsors
in Damascus and Tehran. They can and
must use their influence to convince
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Hezbollah to return the kidnapped
Israeli soldiers. By doing so, Syria and
Iran will finally demonstrate that they
are prepared to join the world commu-
nity. Should they not, however, the
world community must hold them fully
accountable for being state sponsors of
a terrorist organization.

Also critical to achieving a lasting
peace in the region is international
support for the full implementation of
United Nations Security Council Reso-
lution 1559. Passed by the United Na-
tions Security Council in 2004, the reso-
lution calls on all foreign forces to
withdraw from Lebanon, and for all mi-
litias within Lebanon to be disbanded.
Its full implementation, Madam Speak-
er, will promote greater independence
for Lebanon and greater security for
Israel, not to mention the rest of the
world.

Since 1948, the United States has
stood with and supported the State of
Israel, as it has defended herself from
these who seek her destruction and
deny her very right to exist. In return,
Israel has been our staunchest ally in
the region as well as a full partner in
the global war on terror. Let us pass
this resolution and assure Israel that
we will continue to stand by her side in
the face of terror.

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, I
yield 7 minutes to my good friend from
Ohio (Mr. KUCINICH).

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman for yielding me
time.

While I share a commitment to the
survival of Israel and the right to secu-
rity, I am not going to assert that I
know more than my good friend Mr.
LANTOS or my good friend Mr. ACKER-
MAN, that I know more about the suf-
fering of the people of Israel.

But I can have compassion for those
who have suffered and for not just
Israelis, but the Lebanese and the Pal-
estinians as well. And it is in that spir-
it that I share with the House my con-
cerns that the situation in the Middle
East is spiraling out of control, and
this resolution may not diffuse this cri-
sis.

I deplore the fact that in the past 8
days, 13 Israeli civilians have been
killed, 2 Israelis soldiers have been cap-
tured, and many more killed in raids. I
also deplore the fact that in the past 8
days, 300 Lebanese people have been
killed, 1,000 have been wounded, and a
half million have been displaced from
their homes.

In the past 8 days, democracy in Leb-
anon has been attacked, perhaps griev-
ously. The Prime Minister hinted
today in a speech to foreign ambas-
sadors that his government may not be
able to survive. No government can
survive in the ruins of a nation, he
said.

The past 8 days of crisis in Lebanon
and north Israel follow months of esca-
lating violence in Gaza. Numerous in-
nocent Palestinians have been killed.
Between June 4 and June 13, 14 Pales-
tinian civilians, including 5 children,
were Killed in Gaza.
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On June 9 at a Gaza beach, a blast
killed eight Palestinians, including an
entire family of T7-year-old Huda
Ghaliya. Numerous innocent Israelis
have also been killed.

On Sunday, July 25, a group of Pales-
tinian fighters, including members of
Hamas’s armed wing, attacked an
Israeli post near the Kerem Shalom
border, which resulted in four Israeli
casualties and the kidnapping of the
Israeli soldier Gilad Shalit.
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Israel began an offensive in Gaza on
June 28. Since then, Palestinian mili-
tants have fired 17 homemade rockets
towards Israel. The Israeli Army has
carried out 168 far strikes and fired
more than 600 shells into Gaza.

The Government of the Palestinian
Authority is breaking, as lawmakers,
ministers and members of the police
force have been arrested. In today’s
Washington Post, Harold Meyerson
published an op-ed called, ‘“The Guns of
July,” comparing the past week’s esca-
lation of violence in the Middle East to
the escalation of violence over the
course of a month in Europe, that
began with the assassination of Aus-
trian Archduke Ferdinand by a Serbian
nationalist terrorist and led to World
War I.

He said we are in the midst of what
“may be the brink of a cataclysmic re-
gional war with ghastly global implica-
tions.”” He wrote, ‘“While the two crises
and sets of conflicting forces are by no
means parallel, in each the power of
nationalism, the sense of national vic-
timization, the need for revenge, the
opportunity for miscalculation, the il-
lusion of obtainable victory and all-
around fear and rage loom large. More
inexplicably, so does the American ab-
sence.”’

The resolution before us today does
not rein in the chaos in the Middle
East. This resolution, it could be said,
is limited in its ability to rein in war
and destruction, which unfortunately
may continue. Furthermore, by con-
demning Syria and Iran, this resolu-
tion threatens to bring the U.S. into a
regional war in which everyone would
lose, including Israel, a longtime friend
and ally.

Moreover, condemning Syria and
Iran closes the door for possible diplo-
macy that would be needed to end this
conflict. President Bush himself ac-
knowledged the value of Syria just yes-
terday, when he said that Syria has the
potential to stop the ongoing crisis.

If the United States wants to help
stabilize the region, as we should, we
must act as an honest broker to all
parties involved, the Israelis, the Pal-
estinians and the Lebanese. We can do
this without abandoning our affection
and our commitment to the survival of
Israel.

Moreover, the United States should
bring in equipment, and Jordan to help
to mediate this escalating conflict. Re-
cently, Egypt’s President Mubarak dis-
patched his intelligence chief to help
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calm the situation between the Israelis
and the Palestinians. The intelligence
chief demanded that a doctor be al-
lowed to see the captive Israeli soldier
and is trying to mediate between the
factions. The U.S. is in a good position
to mediate as well between the Israelis,
Palestinians, and Lebanese.

The U.S. has a history of trying to
mediate between the Israelis, our long-
time ally, and the Palestinians.

Regarding the Lebanese, it was just
over a year ago that this House passed
multiple bills supporting the people of
Lebanon. One bill, House Resolution 91,
condemned the attacks that Kkilled
former Prime Minister Hariri and
killed and wounded other Lebanese vic-
tims.

The United States stood with the
Lebanese people then. Today, nearly
300 Lebanese people have been Kkilled.
The government is on the verge of col-
lapse. The Lebanese people need the
support of the United States now, just
as the Israelis need our support.

What they need and all parties need,
what the region needs and what the
world needs, is for the U.S. to call upon
all sides to quickly stop the violence.
But today’s resolution fails to support
the Lebanese people in their hour of
need.

Today, I introduced a bill, H. Con.
Res. 450, calling upon the President to
appeal to all sides in the current crisis
in the Middle East for an immediate
cessation of violence and to commit
U.S. diplomats to multiparty negotia-
tions. Only by acting as an honest
broker can the United States have any
authority and success in bringing peace
to the region, which is crucial at this
critical time.

Remembering the lessons of World
War I, if everyone has taken a side in
a conflict and can’t see the need for
even-handedness, then cataclysm can
follow. It is important to be a strong
ally. It is fine to be a strong ally, but
it is not fine to get pulled into a con-
flict because we lacked the vision to be
more than one-sided.

This latest conflict in the Middle
East will not be solved militarily. The
solution will have to come back to di-
plomacy. The current violence makes a
diplomatic solution even harder to
achieve. Yet the resolution before the
floor doesn’t commit the United States
to any diplomatic action that could
quell the violence and resolve the con-
flict. This is a grave missed oppor-
tunity.

I urge my colleagues to cosponsor my
bill, H. Con. Res. 450 to bring about
peace in the Middle East before the cri-
sis spirals further out of control, fur-
ther damaging the hopes of all people
in the region and the world.

I again want to thank Mr. LANTOS for
his unstinting and unwavering commit-
ment to the survival and hopes and
dreams of people of Israel, because I
think that, Mr. LANTOS, you and every-
one who has spoken in defense of
Israel, I think all of us want the same
thing. We want peace, and we want the
survival of Israel and all the people.
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Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I am pleased to yield 3 minutes to

the gentleman from Arizona (Mr.
HAYWORTH).
(Mr. HAYWORTH asked and was

given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HAYWORTH. Madam Speaker,
just a few short weeks ago, the Prime
Minister of Israel addressed a joint ses-
sion of Congress. He said, in part, and
I quote, ‘“There has not been 1 year, 1
week, or even 1 day of peace in our tor-
tured land.”” He went on to say, Madam
Speaker, ‘“‘Over the past 6 years, more
than 20,000 attempted terrorist attacks
have been initiated against the people
of Israel.”

Madam Speaker, less than 2 weeks
ago, the war which has gone on for
more than a half century was rekindled
with the kidnapping of Israeli soldiers,
with the strategy manipulated by Iran
and Syria, by a cynical, sick, cycle of
violence that diplomacy has not cured.

I listened with great interest to my
friend from Ohio who preceded me, who
again said that diplomacy was the so-
lution.

Madam Speaker, Israel was told by
the international community, you
must give up land for peace, land for
peace. Israel gave up land, and there is
no peace.

Madam Speaker, my colleagues, 1
rise in strong support of this resolu-
tion, not to embrace war or violence
for its own sake, but instead to pursue
a true peace and to reaffirm.

Madam Speaker, I stand in this well
at this hour to reaffirm the basic truth
of this resolution and the right of the
sovereignty and existence of the State
of Israel from a historical, from a legal
and, yes, from a scriptural perspective.
Let it be clear from this, the last best
hope of mankind on Earth, that we
stand foursquare with our allies in
Israel, and we understand the nefarious
misbegotten schemes of those who seek
to spread Islamofascism and terror
around the globe, and we categorically
reject that behavior and those actions
as we stand in solidarity with our ally,
a democracy, an oasis of democracy in
a desert of desolation.

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues
to join us in strong support of this res-
olution.

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, how
much time do we have?

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Miss

MCMORRIS). The gentleman has 1%
minutes.
Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, in

view of the fact that this is one of the
most substantive debates of the year,
that colleagues have been waiting for a
long time, I respectfully ask unani-
mous consent that we extend the de-
bate by 40 minutes, equally divided be-
tween Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN and myself.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. LANTOS. I am pleased to yield 3
minutes to my good friend, the distin-
guished member of the International
Relations Committee, Mr. ENGEL.
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Mr. ENGEL. I thank the gentleman
for yielding to me, and I rise in strong
support of his bipartisan resolution and
strong support of the people of Israel in
their fight against terrorism. It makes
no difference where terrorism rears its
ugly head, whether its planes going
into the World Trade Center or the
Pentagon, or innocent people being
blown up on trains in India, England or
Spain, or the bombs falling on Haifa or
the innocent children being blown up
on a bus in Tel Aviv. The fight against
terrorism is our fight. Israel’s fight is
our fight.

Iran and Syria are fighting a proxy
war against Israel using Hezbollah and
Hamas. It has been pointed out that
Israel withdrew from Lebanon 6 years
ago, so the myth of any kind of occupa-
tion is not there. Simply speaking,
Hezbollah and Hamas, as well as Iran
and Syria, want to, as Iran’s President
has said, wipe Israel off the face of the
Earth.

We should let Israel finish the job.
There should be no precipitous calls to
a cease-fire before Israel could rid
itself of a terrorist threat. We should
fully implement my bill, and I was
happy that our Democratic leader men-
tioned it, the Syria Accountability and
Lebanese Sovereignty Restoration Act,
and President Bush should implement
those sanctions which are available to
him against Syria.

I care very much about Lebanon. Our
bill was called Syria Accountability
and Lebanese Sovereignty Restoration
Act. The people of Lebanon are suf-
fering. When this is over, we should do
everything we can to help them rebuild
their country.

But the people of Lebanon have suf-
fered by having this terrorist group,
this poison, in its midst, this poison,
this militia that is a lawless militia,
and that Security Council Resolution
1559, which called for the Syrians to
leave Lebanon.

I thank my colleague who is my part-
ner in the Syria Accountability and
Lebanese Sovereignty Restoration Act.
She knows that when the Syrians fi-
nally left Lebanon, the world commu-
nity failed to implement the other part
of Resolution 1559, which called for all
militias to give up their arms.
Hezbollah continued and, shamefully,
even won some seats in the Govern-
ment of Lebanon.

My friend and colleague, Mr. ACKER-
MAN, spoke before and reminded us that
Israel was born out of the ashes of the
Holocaust. The leader of Iran, while de-
nying the Holocaust, threatens to un-
leash a new one on Israel. There is only
one country that constantly stands
with Israel, and that is the United
States of America.

We ought to be proud of the bipar-
tisan support that we have shown for
Israel through the years. Israel’s fight
against terrorism is our fight. We need
to support the brave people of Israel in
their struggle. Terrorism over there
and terrorism over here is the same
thing. Support the resolution.
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Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. BRADY).

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, I appreciate, first, the leadership of
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN and Mr. LANTOS on
this important issue of leadership, not
just this critical time, but throughout
the years.

Yes, I strongly support the resolu-
tion, but listening tonight I think
there has been some odd debate. To
suggest, as some did, that Israel and
America have somehow conspired to
encourage this attack on Israel as an
excuse to invade or attack Iran, to me,
is absurd.
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It is a dangerous claim, and at this
important and critical time in history
has no real place in this important de-
bate on this floor in this Chamber in
this democracy.

We reaffirm America’s support for
the State of Israel. We support Israel’s
right to take appropriate action to de-
fend itself not only in Israel, but in the
territories of those who would threaten
it in accordance with the international
law.

We condemn Hamas and Hezbollah
for cynically exploiting civilian popu-
lations as shields, then locating their
equipment and bases of operations in
civilian areas.

We recognize Israel’s long-standing
commitment to minimizing civilian
loss.

We demand the Governments of Iran
and Syria to direct Hamas and
Hezbollah to immediately and uncondi-
tionally release the Israeli soldiers
which they hold captive.

And we condemn the Governments of
Iran and Syria for their continued sup-
port of Hezbollah and Hamas in these
armed attacks against Israel.

Make no mistake, an attack against
Israel is an attack against the peace
and security of America. Israel’s fight
is America’s fight. America will stand
with Israel.

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, I am
very pleased to yield 3% minutes to the
gentlewoman from California (Ms.
LEE), my good friend.

Ms. LEE. Madam Speaker, let me
first thank Mr. LANTOS for yielding;
also just to say to him that I appre-
ciate the respect and the space that
you provide for all of us who may have
a different point of view, but who all
support peace and security and Israel’s
right to defend itself. I also have tre-
mendous respect for Mr. LANTOS just in
terms of your work and your long his-
tory as a champion of human rights
not only on behalf of the State of
Israel, but throughout the world, and
so I thank Mr. LANTOS for yielding.

Madam Speaker, I join with those
who condemn the recent kidnapping of
Israeli soldiers and the rocket attacks
into Israel, and also, I rise in support
of Israel’s right to protect and defend
itself from attacks in accordance with
international law, including Article 51
of the United Nations Charter.
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However, this resolution goes much
further than that, and it also omits
any mention, and I think this is so
critical at this stage, it omits any
mention of how and why the United
States should exert its leadership in
stopping the violence. Too many peo-
ple, Israelis Lebanese and Palestinians,
have been killed, and there is no end in
sight. Very seldom do I cast a
“‘present’” vote, but in this instance I
will, and let me explain why.

This resolution reaffirms our support
for Israel, demands that the Govern-
ment of Lebanon do everything in its
power to find and free the kidnapped
Israeli soldiers and to gain control of
its borders in order to prevent future
attacks. It also condemns Hamas and
Hezbollah for Kkilling Israeli soldiers
and for indiscriminately targeting
Israeli civilians, and it recognizes the
plight of the families of the innocent
victims. These provisions warrant our
strong support and certainly sends a
strong message in support of Israel, in
behalf of Israel and on behalf of Israel.

But on the other hand, there are pro-
visions in this resolution that are to-
tally unfinished or missing and leave
this resolution very much incomplete.

Such a course of action, I believe,
ought to make it clear that in no un-
certain terms will the United States
support a strategy of the use of force
against Iran or Syria. This resolution
leaves the door open for this.

This resolution ought to make it
clear that the only way to remove the
threat to Israel and to the larger re-
gion is to resolve these issues through
an immediate cease-fire and commit
the United States, through the cease-
fire, to high-level and sustained diplo-
macy. We need to be doing that right
now in support of many of the initia-
tives such as the road map. This reso-
lution does not really address how to
end the escalating violence that really,
quite frankly, does more violence and
harm to Israel’s long-term interests
and living in peace and security with
her neighbors.

This resolution should offer concrete
steps on how to achieve peace and secu-
rity for Israel and the region, and the
resolution says nothing about the
peace process.

The bottom line is there is absolutely
no military resolution to the issues
confronting the Middle East, notwith-
standing the acts of self-defense to
which Israel is entitled in accordance
with international law.

If we do not put a stop to all of the
hostilities today, what is to stop future
violence with more technologically ad-
vanced weapons systems, rockets with
even longer ranges? Where does it end?
Is war the only answer?

Israel’s security and a sustained
peace that includes a two-state solu-
tion cannot be achieved militarily. The
only option, and the only hope, is a po-
litical solution to this crisis and for a
sustained peace.

That is why, Madam Speaker, it is
imperative that all parties return to
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internationally recognized borders and
for all parties to resume urgent, multi-
lateral diplomatic efforts, including a
return to the road map and a full en-
gagement by the quartet.

What we should be doing today is im-
ploring all sides to agree to a cease-
fire, insist on the return of the hos-
tages, and agree to an international se-
curity force.

If we can reach the end of that road
that we are walking down right now,
then our ally, I believe, Israel will find
the peace and security that she and her
people rightfully deserve.

So, Madam Speaker, I intend to vote
“‘present” on this resolution because,
while I believe there are some provi-
sions that warrant our support, I do
not believe it goes far enough in ad-
dressing the immediate security needs
and the violence that is taking place
right now in the Middle East.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I am so pleased to yield 1 minute to

the gentleman from Arizona (Mr.
FRANKS).
Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam

Speaker, I thank the gentlewoman for
allowing me the time to speak on be-
half of this resolution, and I will be
very brief.

Madam Speaker, whether we under-
stand it or not, tonight the world faces
an evil, poisonous ideology that threat-
ens the peace and freedom of human-
kind. This ideology is not new, Madam
Speaker. It is the same one that mur-
dered Israeli athletes in 1972, that took
American hostages in Iran, that mur-
dered marines in their barracks in 1983,
that bombed the World Trade Center in
1993, Riyadh in 1995, the Khobar Towers
in 1996, the embassies in 1998, the
U.S.S. Cole in 2000, and then, Madam
Speaker, that same ideology massacred
nearly 3,000 Americans on September
11.

And tonight, Madam Speaker, that
same dark, insidious ideology is
launching rockets into Israel to
slaughter innocent, freedom-loving ci-
vilians. This is why Israel’s war is our
war.

If there is hope for peace and freedom
in this world, free peoples across this
planet must unite with Israel to defeat
this hellish ideology. The battle Israel
fights tonight is a battle to protect all
of humanity. May the people of Israel
take comfort knowing that America
stands with you in these difficult days.
May you come to victory, and may the
light of God’s peace shine down on the
streets of Jerusalem forever.

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, I am
delighted to yield 2% minutes to the
distinguished gentleman from New
York (Mr. CROWLEY).

Mr. CROWLEY. Madam Speaker,
once again I thank my great friend
from the State of California for yield-
ing me this time.

Madam Speaker, I rise to speak out
in strong support of a democratic na-
tion under attack by terrorists, a na-
tion that has been under attack every
day for 58 years of its existence.
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As we debate this bill, over a quarter
of a million Israelis are in bomb shel-
ters or awaiting to rush to safety from
missiles being launched specifically at
civilian targets. Think about that. As
we are debating this evening, a quarter
of a million Israelis are seeking cover,
launched by a terrorist organization,
funded by Syria and Iran waging a
proxy war in Israel.

I take some exceptions to some com-
ments made by a colleague earlier to-
night, and that is about the accuracy
of rockets being launched by
Hezbollah. The goal of Hezbollah is to
inflict as many civilian casualties as
possible, end of story.

Yesterday I read a report from
Human Rights Watch that called the
missile strikes on Israel possible war
crimes. The rockets launched against
Israel, and specifically in Haifa, con-
tained metal ball bearings that have
limited use against military targets.
They probably will not even destroy a
building in and of themselves. They
can do incredible damage to civilian

populations, tearing people’s bodies
apart.
Hezbollah fires these inaccurate

Katyusha rockets that do not differen-
tiate between Jews, Arabs or Chris-
tians or whatever they may be in
Israel. In fact, one of these missiles
killed two Israeli Arab children today
when it struck the city of Nazareth, an
ancient Christian city with a majority
of Arab inhabitants.

I am saddened by all loss of civilian
and innocent life, but I strongly sup-
port Israel’s right to defend itself by
removing the threats against her,
wherever they may be.

This conflict was preventable. Our al-
lies in Europe and the Middle East
must know that the operation in Leb-
anon is not an act of war, but an act of
self-defense. Israel is not looking for
this fight, but Hamas and Hezbollah
created the events we have been watch-
ing by murdering and kidnapping mem-
bers of the Israeli Defense Forces and
launching over 800 deadly missiles into
Israel over the past week.

Israel must do everything in its
power to protect all of its citizens, and
I am proud that this Congress stands
with our friends and our allies in Israel
by passing this worthy resolution.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, before yielding to my colleague
from Florida, I would like to thank Mr.
Dan Freeman, our parliamentarian of
the House International Relations
Committee who has steered us cor-
rectly through this debate; and Dr.
Yleen Boblete, who spent so many
hours drafting this resolution; and, of
course, our staff director for the com-
mittee Dr. Hillel Weinberg, who has
been working so many hours as well.

Madam Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to

the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
WELDON), who is ever patient.
Mr. WELDON of Florida. Madam

Speaker, I thank the gentlewoman for
yielding, and I rise in support of this
resolution, and I commend the authors,
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Mr. BOEHNER, Mr. HYDE and Mr. LAN-
TOS, and the staff involved in drafting
it.

I stand to urge our continued support
for our ally Israel and to condemn the
actions of terrorist organizations
Hamas and Hezbollah, as well as the
complicit Governments of Syria, Iran
and Lebanon.

We must clearly understand what is
really going on here, the motivations
underneath the surface of these at-
tacks.

As I stated last week in the House,
the actions of Hamas and Hezbollah in-
volve the kidnapping and Kkilling of
Israeli soldiers. This is an act of ag-
gression against our ally Israel, and
now they have widened their continued
attacks on innocent civilians with
their rocket attacks.

What is particularly troubling in the
case of Hezbollah is that it is part of
the Government of Lebanon, which not
only failed to dismantle the terrorist
group, but incorporated the terrorist
group into the nation’s official govern-
ment.

Hezbollah has dragged all of L.ebanon
into its unfounded quarrels with Israel.
Unfortunately for Lebanon’s other fac-
tions, Hezbollah’s attacks on Israel
will cost the entire nation of Lebanon
much, but they should have thought of
that before allowing Hezbollah a seat
at the governing table.

Hezbollah has launched hundreds of
rockets at Israel since 2000. It also has
thousands of Iranian- and Syrian-sup-
plied rockets ready to launch against
Israel in the future.

Israel is justly taking strong meas-
ures in response to Hezbollah’s aggres-
sion, as they have done with Hamas’
attacks, in order to deter further at-
tacks against its soldiers and civilians.

A U.S.-designated terrorist organiza-
tion, Hezbollah is fully backed by the
Iranian and Syrian regimes. Not only
have all of the G-8 countries con-
demned Hamas and Hezbollah and
blamed them solely for the current cri-
sis in the Middle East, but the Arab
League, while characteristically con-
demning the Israeli attacks, noticeably
failed to support Hezbollah in its at-
tacks on Israel.

Why is this? Because the members of
the Arab League, Saudi Arabia, Jor-
dan, Egypt and others, are increasingly
concerned about the growing threat of
Iran and the amount of influence that
Iran has in Syria and Lebanon and in
the region generally.

We should not look at this current
crisis as just another page in the ongo-
ing conflict between the Palestinians
and the Israelis.
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This now involves an Iranian regime
and the Syrians that are fomenting
this, supporting this financially. I sup-
port this resolution and I again com-
mend the authors of the resolution.

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, before
yielding, I would like to offer an oppor-
tunity to Mrs. LOWEY to ask for a
unanimous consent.
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(Mrs. LOWEY asked and was given
permission to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. LOWEY. I thank the out-
standing chairman for his leadership
on this issue.

Madam Speaker, | rise in support of this
resolution. It is a powerful statement in sup-
port of Israel and the Israeli people during this
difficult time.

Let us be clear about what is happening in
the Middle East. Israel has been dragged into
battle on two fronts to defend itself against ter-
rorists who target Israeli civilians and seek the
destruction of the Jewish State. The current
hostilities were initiated, in both cases, by in-
cursions of terrorists across recognized bor-
ders and the kidnapping of Israeli soldiers. As
we know all too well, these battles are merely
the latest chapter in a war that has been
waged against Israel since its establishment in
1948.

| join all those who yearn for peace in pray-
ing for an end to the hostilities. | also recog-
nize that the fighting can only be stopped by
the terrorists who initiated it. | believe the U.N.
should play a role in ending this conflict, but
the deployment of another force with the
same, weak mandate as UNIFIL will not get
the job done. The U.N. and the international
community need to unite to demand an end to
this reign of terror and full implementation of
U.N. Security Council Resolution 1559. The
Lebanese government must establish sov-
ereignty over its own territory instead of allow-
ing Hezbollah and Iranian Guards to operate
freely. And we must keep the focus on Iran
and Syria—the root causes of this conflict.

The last several weeks have demonstrated
beyond all doubt why Israel must maintain its
qualitative military edge in the region. Any ac-
tion taken by the international community must
respect Israel’s right to protect its own citizens
and must be aimed at disarming Hezbollah
and Hamas and terminating their ability to at-
tack Israel.

Israel seeks peace and has taken risks to
achieve it time and time again. Sadly, its sac-
rifices have been met only with escalated
threats and violence.

Israel withdrew from Lebanon in May 2000
in compliance with U.N. resolutions. In return,
it has been continuously threatened by
Hezbollah terrorists on its northern border, al-
lowed free reign by a reckless Lebanese gov-
ernment with Syria and Iran calling the shots
in violation of U.N. Security Council Resolution
1559.

Israel withdrew from Gaza in 2005. In re-
turn, it is faced with a Hamas-led Palestinian
Authority that supports attacks against civilians
and competes with exiled Hamas members
over who can be more extreme.

This latest violence confirms that Iran cur-
rently poses the single greatest threat to re-
gional stability. It has the motivation and re-
sources to stage a methodical campaign of
terror and violence throughout the Middle
East, concentrating on fomenting sectarian vi-
olence in Irag and supporting Hezbollah in
Lebanon. Syria continues to shelter Hamas
leaders and is widely acknowledged to be
complicit in the kidnapping of Corporal Shalit.
Both countries are transit points and suppliers
of weapons to terrorists. The current hostilities
are mere symptoms of the disease Iran and
Syria have brought on the region. And our
policies and those of the international commu-
nity must respond accordingly.
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We have potent tools to deal with Iran and
Syria that we have ignored. The Iran Freedom
Support Act passed the House of Representa-
tives overwhelmingly but has been held up by
the Senate leadership and the Administration.
The Syria Accountability and Lebanese Sov-
ereignty Restoration Act became law in 2003,
but the Administration has largely ignored the
instruments it provides to pressure Syria.
Sending Secretary Rice to the region may in-
dicate our concern, but developing a strategy
to join with like-minded nations to force Iran
and Syria to abandon their campaigns of terror
should be our ultimate goal. Until we have
such a strategy in place, a high-level visit will
accomplish nothing.

| join my colleagues in Congress in standing
in solidarity with Israel during this difficult time.
The American people understand what it feels
like to be targeted on our own soil. As children
in Haifa, Safed, and Nahariya remain trapped
in bomb shelters, we reaffirm our support for
Israel’s effort to defend itself against terrorists
stationed on its borders.

| urge support for this resolution.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 2 minutes to my good
friend, a distinguished member of the
International Relations Committee,
Mr. BLUMENAUER.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 1
appreciate the gentleman’s courtesy in
permitting me to speak and for his
hard work on this resolution.

I attempt to carefully examine the
terminology and the nuance in such ef-
forts because I want to make sure the
United States’ policy is carefully re-
flected in terms of our long-term inter-
ests, the security of Israel, and those of
peace. And I think this resolution
meets that test.

The attacks on Israel by Hezbollah
are both unjustified and unprovoked,
particularly given Israel’s withdrawal
from Lebanon 6 years ago.

Since the initial raid across the
Israeli-Lebanese border, in which
Hezbollah Kkilled eight Israeli soldiers,
took two others hostage, they have
continued indiscriminately targeting
Israeli civilians with increasingly so-
phisticated weaponry.

It is in this context that Israel has
exercised its right of self-defense,
which I completely support. I am, of
course, I hope we all are concerned
about the impact on the actions that
deal with innocent Lebanese civilians.
But as I cringed a little bit when I saw
one of my colleagues look at the mi-
nority, and talked about shortcomings
in the resolution, because I know Mr.
LANTOS had offered up on behalf of the
minority specific language of concern
for innocents which, sadly, is not in
the resolution. But I do think it is a
good starting point.

Even the Saudis and the Egyptians
have recognized the responsibility for
the current crisis lies with Hezbollah,
Syria and Iran, as well as with Leb-
anon’s inabilities to disarm Hezbollah
as called for by Security Council Reso-
lution 1559.

We should not seek to impose a
cease-fire that returns the region to
the status quo without ensuring that
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Hezbollah is no longer a threat to
Israel or Lebanon.

This resolution is a strong signal of
support for Israel. It is a signal to peo-
ple who are playing their terrorist poli-
tics with innocent lives, of the United
States’ intentions. It is a signal to gov-
ernments on the sidelines that they
need to step up and help.

Nothing has been more vexing to me
during my tenure in the House than
this continuing conflict with Israel. I
don’t pretend to know the answers, but
I do know it does start with support for
Israel and this resolution.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, before yielding my time to Mr. LAN-
TOS, I would also like to recognize the
work of Jen Stuart, the foreign policy
advisor to the majority leader, who has
spent so many hours working on this
resolution.

And with that, Madam Speaker, I
will be glad to yield the remainder of
our time, minus 1 minute, so we can
close, to Mr. LANTOS.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Miss
MCMORRIS). Without objection, the
gentleman from California is recog-
nized.

There was no objection.

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, 1
want to thank my good friend for
yielding.

I am delighted to recognize a distin-
guished member of the committee, my
good friend from Nevada, Ms. SHELLEY
BERKLEY.

(Ms. BERKLEY asked and was given
permission to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. BERKLEY. Thank you, Madam
Speaker, and a very special thank-you
to my very good friend from California,
Tom Lantos, for his leadership on this
issue. I rest better at night knowing
that he is our leader. And I am very
proud of him and very delighted to be
here today.

I am not going to take all of the
time, which is uncharacteristic for me.
I just couldn’t have a resolution of this
magnitude on the floor of the House
without coming here and lending sup-
port. Two minutes could never be
enough for me to speak on this issue,
and I am afraid even 2 hours might not
be long enough for me to express my
feelings and my views.

I grew up in a family where the very
existence of Israel changed our lives. I
was born in my grandmother’s apart-
ment on the Lower East Side of New
York, and grew up hearing stories of
what their lives were like in Europe be-
fore they came to this country and how
important Israel was to the survival of
the Jewish people. And while the Jew-
ish people were people of the diaspora
and had managed to survive without a
nation for 5,000 years, the very exist-
ence of Israel gave each of us a tremen-
dous sense of confidence and well-
being, knowing that we had a home-
land of our own.

I was not alive in the 1948 war, or the
1956, when Israel was attacked again by
its Arab neighbors. 1967, I was more
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aware, and 1973, of course. What I find
incomprehensible and something I sim-
ply cannot understand, that here we
are, so many years after the creation of
Israel, after the aftermath of the Holo-
caust and the very reasons that Israel
was established, and we are still debat-
ing throughout the world whether
Israel has a right to exist.

I am so proud of my colleagues for in-
troducing this resolution. I think it
strikes the exact right note at the
exact right time in our world’s history.

We cannot allow this to continue.
Israel has a right to exist, have secure
borders, and lead a life for its citizens.
And I think the time has come for the
world body, led by the United States of
America, to step up to the plate and
say enough is enough. And this resolu-
tion is a remarkably good start. I
thank everybody for supporting it.

I am very proud of the speeches that
my colleagues have made, and I look
forward to voting for this, and I urge
all of my colleagues to do the same.

Madam Speaker, | rise in strong support for
the resolution.

The current crisis in the Middle East was
caused by an unnecessary, ill advised, and
unprovoked attack on lIsrael by Hamas and
Hezbollah by terrorist organizations who have
called for the elimination of Israel.

There are victims of these terrorist attacks
innocent Israeli soldiers and citizens and there
are perpetrators of these terrorist attacks—
Hamas and Hezbollah. There is no moral
equivalency in this struggle.

To those who incomprehensibly condemn
Israel or who attempt to find some equiva-
lency, let me state the obvious.

Every sovereign nation has a right and re-
sponsibility to protect and defend its people.

For those who think that Israel over-
reacted—If | was the mother of a 19-year-old
soldier peacefully guarding my country’s bor-
der and my son was kidnapped by a terrorist
organization, | would expect my government to
do everything in its power to bring my boy
home. An lIsraeli mother should expect and
get no less. If | was living on the border of my
country and a terrorist group was continuously
lobbing rockets into my town where | live,
where my children play, | would demand that
my country do whatever they had to to elimi-
nate the threat—Israel should.

There should be no mistake about who is
behind this crisis, Iran and Syria. Iran’s presi-
dent pledged to wipe Israel off the map and
he refers to Israel as an “illegitimate nation.”
Syria’s troops occupied southern Lebanon ille-
gally until 2005.

This is a strictly defensive action on the part
of Israel.

There is an internationally recognized bor-
der with Lebanon. Israel unilaterally completed
its withdrawal from Lebanon over 6 years ago.
For 6 years, the Lebanese government has
done nothing to step-in and establish control
over part of its country.

They did nothing, and left a power vacuum,
filled by Hezbollah, in the southern third of
Lebanon. Hezbollah uses southern Lebanon to
lob katusha rockets into Israel with the hope of
killing someone, killing anyone. They are not
there to build a nation, protecting a people,
laying a foundation for a better Lebanon—they
are there to kill Israelis.
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Israel did everything it could possibly do to
avoid a conflict in Lebanon—asking time and
again that the government of Lebanon take
control and police their territory. Unfortunately,
these requests went unanswered and the ter-
rorism continued to grow.

On its border with Gaza, Israel also faces
unrelenting terrorist attacks. After years of
waiting, and praying, and hoping for a peace
partner, Israel chose to unilaterally withdraw
from Gaza.

It uprooted families who created beautiful
settlements. These families built homes from
nothing, farms from dirt. Three generations
were removed, some focibly, from the only
homes they had ever known.

| know. | was there.

| saw Israeli soldiers carrying Jewish settlers
in their arms across the border out of Gaza.

There were tears in the eyes of the settlers
and there were tears in the eyes of the sol-
diers.

One would have thought that the Palestin-
ians would have used this opportunity to dem-
onstrate to the world that they were capable of
self-governance. Instead of building homes,
schools, and infrastructure, they have used
Gaza to launch thousands of Kassam Rockets
at innocent Israelis.

The international community must ensure
that Hamas and Hezbollah are disarmed.

The international community must ensure
that Iran and Syria end their support for
Hezbollah’s and Hamas’s terrorism.

Hamas must renounce its charter that calls
for the destruction of the State of Israel or be
cut off from the rest of the world.

Syria and Iran must be punished for their
support of Hezbollah.

The 3 lIsraeli soldiers must be returned—
alive and unharmed.

Congress must pass this resolution con-
demning the attacks on Israel—they are inde-
fensible and unacceptable—and supporting its
unconditional right to defend itself, which
every nation on this planet has the right to do.

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, I am
delighted to yield 2% minutes to a dis-
tinguished member of our committee,
Mr. SCHIFF.

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, I rise
in strong support of this resolution and
of our friend and ally, the State of
Israel.

In May of 2000, Israeli forces with-
drew from southern Lebanon, ending
an 18-year presence that was intended
to stop guerilla attacks on civilians
living in northern Israel. Last summer
Israeli settlers and military personnel
left Gaza and part of the West Bank
and turned over administration of
those areas to the Palestinian Author-
ity.

The withdrawals were conciliatory
gestures to Israel’s Arab neighbors, and
Israel and the international commu-
nity expected the Lebanese Govern-
ment and the Palestinian Authority to
see them as opportunities to stabilize a
region that has seen too much blood
and tears over the last 60 years.

Instead, successive Lebanese govern-
ments, hobbled by the oppressive pres-
ence of Syrian troops and intelligence
officers, never made a concerted effort
to reassert control in the south, and ef-
fectively ceded this area to Hezbollah,

H5471

a radical Shiite militia trained, sup-
plied, and directed by Syria and Iran.

In Gaza, a corrupt and calcified Pal-
estinian Authority would not make the
necessary efforts to dismantle the in-
frastructure of terror that allowed ter-
rorists to rain down Qassam rockets on
Israeli civilians. When Hamas, a rad-
ical Islamist party that has never
budged from its calls for Israel’s de-
struction, swept into power in par-
liamentary elections in January of this
year, it made no secret of the fact it
would embrace a rejectionist policy to-
wards Israel.

Nevertheless, the Government of
Israel and a majority of her citizens
were determined to continue efforts to
withdraw from large parts of the West
Bank. It was this plan that was the
centerpiece of Ehud Olmert’s campaign
for Prime Minister and which the new
Prime Minister was seeking to imple-
ment in the coming months. Instead, in
what can only be seen as a coordinated
effort, Hamas and Hezbollah crossed
Israel’s internationally recognized
frontiers to murder and kidnap Israeli
defense force personnel on Israeli terri-
tory.
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At this stage four things are clear:
First, these acts were not undertaken
by rogue elements of Hamas and
Hezbollah, but were the result of me-
ticulous and lengthy planning.

Second, while the attacks were
launched from Gaza and Lebanon, the
Governments of Syria and Iran were in-
volved in their planning and execution,
especially in the case of the Lebanon
attack.

Third, the murder and kidnapping of
Israeli military personnel on Israeli
territory by armed forces operating
from a neighboring state or political
entity is the root cause of the present
violence.

And, fourth, Israel has the legitimate
right to take military action necessary
to defend its citizens and its territory
from attack.

We mourn the loss of life. Lebanese,
Israeli, and Palestinian, they are all
the victims of Hezbollah and Hamas. 1
hope that Secretary Rice and her inter-
national counterparts will be able to
pressure Iran and Syria to rein in these
terrorist organizations and establish a
legitimate Lebanese Army force to pa-
trol the border with Israel.

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, I am
delighted to yield 2 minutes to my
good friend from Kentucky, our distin-
guished colleague on the International
Relations Committee, Mr. CHANDLER.

Mr. CHANDLER. Madam Speaker, I
thank Mr. LANTOS for yielding.

Madam Speaker, I am deeply trou-
bled by the recent violent events in the
Middle East. The United States must
stand with Israel and recognize their
right to defend their people and coun-
try from unprovoked acts of terrorism.

As we know, innocent civilians are
losing their lives right now as a result
of extremist religious terrorism. Take
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the heartbreaking story of Monica
Seidman as an example. Forty-two-
year-old Monica, a mother of two,
moved to the Israeli town of Naharia
from Argentina 3 years ago. Last
Wednesday as she was sitting on her
porch having coffee, a Hezbollah-fired
rocket made a direct hit on her build-
ing, instantly Kkilling her.

Monica was the first civilian killed
in this conflict. How can this be ex-
plained to her children? How will they
ever understand the meaning of this at-
tack?

I believe the United States must call
on Syria and Iran to stop all support of
Hezbollah. The Israeli people do not
want violence. They want peace. They
want to be able to go about life with-
out causing harm to anyone else and
without fearing for their own safety.
Israel’s voluntary withdrawal from
southern Lebanon 6 years ago is proof
of their desire for peace and stability
in the region.

It is my hope that Israel will be able
to secure its border quickly and facili-
tate a safe return for its soldiers cap-
tured by Hezbollah and Hamas, and
that is why I fully support this resolu-
tion.

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, I am
very pleased to yield 2 minutes to my
friend from Florida, Congresswoman
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ.
Madam Speaker, the first duty of the
government is to protect its citizens,
and I stand by Israel’s right to defend
herself against Hezbollah’s aggression.

This bipartisan resolution sends a
powerful message that the TUnited
States Congress and the American peo-
ple support our friend Israel at this
critical hour. Hezbollah’s capture of
Israeli soldiers was unprovoked. I call
on the Governments of Iran, Lebanon,
and Syria, who have influence over the
fate of the captured Israeli soldiers, to
secure their immediate and uncondi-
tional release.

Hezbollah must be disarmed to pre-
vent a similar conflict in the future. A
simple cease-fire will not accomplish

this goal.
Any nation that refuses to act
against terrorist mnetworks simply

stands as a willing accomplice. The ac-
tions of Hezbollah and the complicity
of Syria and Iran demonstrate that
former Israeli Prime Minister Golda
Meir was right when she said, ‘‘Peace
will come when the Arabs love their
children more than they hate us.”

I strongly support this resolution and
stand by Israel in her pursuit of peace
and security.

As an American mother, I wish that
mothers around the world, Iranian,
Syrian, and mothers universally, spend
the time that I have spent talking to
my twin 7-year-olds and will teach my
almost 3-year-old girl, when she is old
enough to understand, that we are all
equal. We are all equal under the eyes
of God.

My T-year-old daughter is here with
me this week, and she asked me about
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what we are debating here tonight. She
asked me, “Mommy, why don’t some
people like us?” And that question
broke my heart, Madam Speaker, be-
cause the only answer I could give her
was because we are Jewish and because
we have different beliefs.

Please let us not have another gen-
eration of our children grow up know-
ing hatred. Israel and her children need
the world to stand with her in support
of her right to defend herself and in
support of peace.

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, before
yielding, I want to express my appre-
ciation to the chief of staff on the
Democratic side, Dr. Bob King; Mr.
Alan Makovsky; and to all other mem-
bers of our staff who worked so hard on
this measure.

Madam Speaker, I am delighted to
yield 2 minutes to my friend from
Pennsylvania, Congresswoman Allyson
Schwartz.

(Ms. SCHWARTZ of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to re-
vise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. SCHWARTZ of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, I rise in support of
this resolution and in support of our
friend and ally Israel.

September 11 was a defining moment
for our country. It forced Americans to
confront a new reality, that terrorists
could cause massive destruction on our
soil, and that all of us are at risk.
Israelis have been living with this re-
ality for decades. Well-armed, well-fi-
nanced, and sophisticated terrorist or-
ganizations backed by Syria and Iran
surround her. They have carried out
thousands of attacks on Israeli soil,
and they will stop at nothing to accom-
plish their one common goal: the de-
struction of Israel.

Just as America does, Israel has a
right to defend herself. Israel has a
right to better security for its borders
and its security and its future. A se-
cure Israel cannot exist with Hezbollah
controlling the territory directly to
the north, and a secure Israel cannot
exist with Hamas in control of the Pal-
estinian Authority.

Israel is at war with terrorists, and
we must stand with her. We have a
moral obligation to stand on the side of
democracy and freedom against terror
and radicalism, and we must do so be-
cause, left unchecked, these terrorist
organizations will continue to desta-
bilize the region and will use it as a
base to foster global instability and to
undermine our national security.

With passage of this resolution, we
will send an unequivocal message to
the world that terrorist organizations,
Hezbollah and Hamas, backed by Iran
and Syria are responsible for this vio-
lence; that Israel has a right to defend
herself; and that the United States will
stand with Israel in its fight against
terror.

We must also do so because this conflict is
not just about Israel, but it is about America’s
national security. Since the 1980’s, Hizballah
has been behind dozens of terrorist attacks
targeting western nations, including the United
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States. In 1983, they killed 241 American
servicemen in an attack on a military barracks
in Lebanon. In 1994, they killed 86 civilians in
a bombing in Buenos Aires, Argentina. In
1996, they killed 19 U.S. airmen at a U.S. mili-
tary barracks in Saudi Arabia. Left unchecked,
Hizballah and these terrorist groups will con-
tinue to destabilize the region and use it as a
base to foster global instability.

By passing this resolution with strong bipar-
tisan support, we will send an unequivocal
message to the world—Hizballah and Hamas
are responsible for this violence, Israel has a
right to defend itself, and the United States will
stand with Israel in its fight against terror. | am
confident that Israel will prevail in this fight.
And, it is my hope that their strong actions
against terror will ultimately lead to the peace
and security that so many in the region des-
perately seek.

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, I am
delighted to yield 2% minutes to my
good friend from North Carolina, Con-
gressman PRICE.

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Madam
Speaker, I thank the gentleman for
yielding.

I address my colleagues tonight in
support of H. Res. 921, but acutely
aware of some of its shortcomings.

Let me stipulate two things from the
beginning. First, Hezbollah attacked
Israel without provocation, and it now
threatens the lives of hundreds of thou-
sands of innocent Israelis in the range
of its rockets. Such a situation is intol-
erable for Israel. It would be intoler-
able for any country. And a robust re-
sponse is necessary to protect Israel’s
sovereignty and its citizens.

Secondly, we must fully acknowledge
the human toll of this conflict on inno-
cent civilians in Lebanon and Israel
and on our own citizens caught in the
crossfire. As Israel meets the impera-
tive of self-preservation by disabling
Hezbollah, it must also do all it can to
obey the moral imperative of pro-
tecting the innocent, though it is an
imperative we know is wholly dis-
regarded by Hezbollah.

The Lebanese people are not the
enemy of Israel, nor is the Lebanese
Government, which is led by a reform
coalition that is fighting against Syria
domination. Our ultimate need is for a
stronger, not a weaker, Lebanese Gov-
ernment. And Israeli strategy should
take that, too, into account. The real
enemy here of both Israel and Lebanon
is Hezbollah.

With those stipulations the question
before us is how can our Nation play a
productive role in bringing a swift and
just end to this conflict? The resolu-
tion offers little insight into this; so I
want to use the limited time I have
here to urge my colleagues to consider
this critical question.

I recently returned from a mission to
Beirut with the House Democracy As-
sistance Commission, which is working
with Lebanese parliamentarians as
they seek to establish an independent
and effective representative body. We
met with many of the reformers who
won a majority of seats in the Par-
liament in the 2005 Cedar Revolution.
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Democracy has a foothold in Lebanon,
and we must find a way to empower
those Lebanese leaders who seek re-
form and democracy in their country.

To bring about such a resolution, the
United States must dramatically in-
crease its engagement in the region.
Secretary Rice should go there sooner
rather than later, work with the inter-
national community toward a resolu-
tion of the conflict. I am not talking
about a settlement that leaves
Hezbollah intact and merely postpones
the fight. We must have a resolution
that guarantees Israel security, that
permanently disarms Hezbollah, and
supports the development of democracy
in Lebanon.
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If we are truly to support Israel, we
must do far more than the resolution
before us suggests.

Madam Speaker, | address my colleagues
in support of H. Res. 921 but acutely aware of
its shortcomings.

Nearly two years ago, the United Nations
Security Council unanimously adopted a reso-
lution calling for the disarmament of all armed
militias in Lebanon. As Lebanon’s Cedar Rev-
olution has brought new pro-democratic forces
into power, one group has defied the world’s
mandate: Hezbollah. Hezbollah has justified its
defiance by claiming to be a legitimate resist-
ance against Israel's occupation of a small
parcel of land in Syria, adjacent to Southern
Lebanon, called Sheba Farms. It has tried to
straddle the fence, claiming political legitimacy
by participating in democratic elections and
the Lebanese government, yet refusing to dis-
arm and adding to its arsenal of rockets and
other weapons.

Hezbollah’s decision to kidnap two Israeli
soldiers and kill three others—without provo-
cation—and to launch rockets deep into Israel
belie its claims to legitimacy and reveal its true
mission: fighting not for Lebanon, but for its
own interests and those of its patrons in Iran
and Syria.

No nation should be expected to tolerate a
situation in which a terrorist organization bent
on its destruction has free rein to ignore es-
tablished borders through ground attacks or
air strikes. Hundreds of thousands of Israelis
are living in constant fear of deadly rocket at-
tacks. | join with my colleagues in strongly
supporting Israel’s right to defend its sov-
ereignty and its citizens.

The human toll of this conflict has also been
frightful on the Lebanese side of the border.
Dozens, perhaps hundreds, of innocent lives
have already been lost. Hundreds of homes
housing innocent Lebanese citizens have
been destroyed, and tens of thousands of
families have been displaced. The Lebanese
people, like the lIsraelis, are living under a
dense cloud of fear and danger.

Our own citizens, too, have suffered from
this violence. Over the last few days, | have
received calls from tearful fathers with young
daughters stuck in the hills of Lebanon with no
way out; from families stuck in Beirut on vaca-
tion; from relatives with Lebanese family mem-
bers killed in the conflict. We must remember
the suffering of these innocent citizens, caught
by chance in the storm of war.

As lIsrael faces the imperative of disabling
Hezbollah, it must do all it can to obey the
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moral imperative of protecting the innocent,
though it is an imperative we know is wholly
disregarded by Hezbollah. The enemy here is
not the Lebanese people. And the enemy is
not the Lebanese government, which is led by
a reform coalition that continues to fight
against Syrian domination. The real enemy
here is Hezbollah.

Our ultimate need is for a stronger, not
weaker, Lebanese government. What sense
does it make, for example, to demand more
vigorous action against terrorists by the Leba-
nese Army, and then proceed to destroy that
Army’s barracks?

Our country’s role must be to work for an
end to this conflict that is both swift and just.
Let us harbor no illusions: a cease fire that al-
lows Hezbollah to remain intact and merely
postpones this fight until another day is not an
acceptable option. We must require Hezbollah
to disarm permanently and guarantee that
Hezbollah will no longer threaten Israel or
Lebanon. That will likely require the establish-
ment of an international peacekeeping pres-
ence.

We must also work for a resolution that pre-
serves the promise of the Cedar Revolution
and empowers those Lebanese leaders who
seek reform and democracy in their country. |
recently returned from a mission to Beirut with
the House Democracy Assistance Commis-
sion, which is working with Lebanese Parlia-
mentarians as they seek to establish an inde-
pendent and effective representative body.
Our Commission met with many of the reform-
ers who, in a stunning victory, won a majority
of seats in the Parliament in the 2005 Cedar
Revolution. While key positions in the govern-
ment, including the Presidency, are still con-
trolled by those who would do the bidding of
Syria, democracy has a foothold in Lebanon—
the most significant foothold for democracy in
the entire Middle East, outside of Israel. We
must not allow the current conflict to destroy
that foothold.

To bring about such a resolution, the United
States must dramatically increase its engage-
ment in the region. As the conflict has un-
folded, we have watched the international
community react with promising diplomacy.
The United Nations, our allies in Europe, and
key actors in the region—Egypt, Jordan, Saudi
Arabia—have come forward with mediators,
cease fire proposals, and calls for international
peacekeepers. Even the Arab League, too
often silent in the face of past attacks against
Israel, is working to convene an emergency
summit to deal with the crisis. But where has
our own Administration been? As one com-
mentator recently wrote, “the world’s sole su-
perpower is also its only no-show.”

With so much at stake for our national secu-
rity interests in the region, the Bush Adminis-
tration’s lack of engagement is troubling. But it
is not surprising. This Administration has taken
a hands-off approach to the area, at great cost
to the prospects for peace. It has allowed the
Road Map for resolving the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict to wither on the vine. It has failed to
sufficiently support the moderate Palestinian
leader Abu Mazen, watching as Hamas cap-
italized on his political struggles. And, after
trumpeting the gains of the Cedar Revolution,
it has done too little to actually support the
fledgling reform movement in Lebanon. With
the Administration’s gaze still fixed on Bagh-
dad, the tensions that have led to the current
conflict mounted unchecked.
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Madam Speaker, the current crisis demands
decisive leadership. Secretary Rice should go
to the region sooner rather than later, working
with the international community toward a res-
olution to the conflict that guarantees Israel’s
security, permanently disarms Hezbollah, and
supports the development of democracy in
Lebanon. If we are to truly support Israel, we
must do far more than the resolution before us
suggests.

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 2% minutes to the dis-
tinguished gentleman from New York
(Mr. NADLER).

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, the
recent unprovoked attacks on Israel
are particularly notable because of the
unilateral Israeli withdrawal from
southern Lebanon in 2000 and from
Gaza in 2005. Israel, as it has so often
been urged to do, gave up land for the
hope of peace. Yet what happened?
From the day Israel withdrew, Hamas
fired rockets at Israeli cities and vil-
lages every single day, followed more
recently by Hezbollah rockets.

Can you imagine what the United
States would do if terrorists rained
down thousands of rockets on Amer-
ican cities from Canada? We would tell
the Canadian government to stop it im-
mediately. And if the reply was we
don’t want to stop it, as with Hamas,
or we can’t stop it, as the government
of Lebanon says it cannot stop
Hezbollah, we would not hesitate to
bomb whatever targets were necessary
and to invade whatever territory was
necessary to stop the bombardment,
and we would not cease until we had
destroyed or disarmed the terrorists.

Similarly, we must not demand a
cease-fire that leaves the Hezbollah or
Hamas weapons and infrastructure in-
tact.

This recent violence, this war, is the
penalty we pay for looking away and
urging restraint on Israel as Hamas
and Hezbollah flouted peace agree-
ments and built up terrorist infrastruc-
tures and arsenals of thousands of
rockets as they openly proclaimed
their intentions to destroy Israel and
murder her people.

The Prime Minister of the Pales-
tinian Authority, a Hamas leader,
wrote in the Washington Post just last
week that what matters are not the
issues of 1967, but the issues of 1948,
that is, the very existence of Israel.
But the existence of Israel is not nego-
tiable. But many seem not to have
learned the lessons.

The European Union criticized
Israel’s response as disproportionate.
What would the EU do if European cit-
ies were attacked as Safed, Haifa and
Nazareth have been? How is Israel’s re-
sponse against strategic Hezbollah tar-
gets disproportionate to Hezbollah’s in-
tentional attacks against Israeli civil-
ians? And since when do we demand
that responses to naked aggression and
intended genocide be proportionate? It
was Colin Powell who said that mili-
tary responses must be of ‘‘over-
whelming force.”

The violence can end only if Hamas
and Hezbollah are disarmed. Otherwise,
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Israel will have to defend itself against
future terrorist attacks, and innocent
Israeli, Palestinian and Lebanese civil-
ians will continue to die.

There is a role for diplomacy in the
Middle East, but only when Hezbollah
and Hamas are forced to stand down
and Hezbollah forces are moved away
from the Israeli border.

I extend my sympathy to the families
of the victims of the attacks in Israel
and in Lebanon, and I pray for the safe
return of those captured. But I know
that because the United Nations and
the international community have
failed to dismantle the terrorist infra-
structure by diplomacy, Israel must be
permitted to dismantle that infrastruc-
ture by force of arms if the killing is
not to go on indefinitely. We must not
stop her from doing so.

I strongly support the resolution.

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, I am
delighted to yield 2 minutes to my

good friend from New York (Mr.
ISRAEL).
Mr. ISRAEL. Madam Speaker, I

thank my friend from California.

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of
this resolution. Almost 1 year ago, in
August, I stood on the border of Gaza.
I watched a gate descend. I watched the
last Israeli leave Gaza. Israel said to
the Palestinians, we will take a risk
for peace. Build something here. Pro-
vide security. We want peace.

And what did they do with that?
What did the Palestinians do with that
offer? They fired Kassam missiles on
Israeli civilians. They elected a ter-
rorist regime sworn to the liquidation
of Israel. They dug a tunnel. They
snuck through the tunnel, they showed
up on Israeli soil, they kidnapped a 19-
year-old soldier and snuck him back.
Israel took a risk for peace, and this is
how it was rewarded.

Israel took the same risk in Lebanon.
They left Lebanon. They said provide
security here. We will take a risk for
peace, and let’s have it together. What
happened with that offer? Hezbollah
was allowed to dominate southern Leb-
anon. And just last week, Hezbollah
terrorists infiltrated a border, snuck
across an undisputed border, murdered
some Israelis, kidnapped others, mur-
dered some more, and snuck back
across.

Every time Israel has taken a risk
for peace, that risk has been answered
with violence, and that is not accept-
able.

What would we have done? It is ex-
actly what we did do on 9/11. When ter-
rorists infiltrated our borders, we re-
sponded robustly to protect innocent
civilians.

Israel has the right to do the same.
There can be no double standard. There
can be no moral relativism. This reso-
lution simply says that Israel has
taken risks for peace. Those risks
ought to be answered with reciproca-
tion, and not missiles; with good faith,
security, and not kidnappings. Israel
has done what we have done, and this
resolution reaffirms that.
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Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 2 minutes to my good
friend the gentleman from New Jersey
(Mr. PALLONE).

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I
rise in strong support of this resolution
and of Israel’s right to defend itself
from terrorist attacks.

The world community has a responsi-
bility to support Israel during these
difficult times. Israel has complied
with international demands by with-
drawing from both the Gaza Strip and
from Lebanon. Unfortunately, it seems
like the governments in both of these
areas are not interested in peace.

Lebanon in particular has failed to
abide by UN Security Council Resolu-
tion 1559, which requires the disar-
mament of Hezbollah and other mili-
tias and the deployment of the Leba-
nese army along its southern border.
Israel has simply requested that Leb-
anon comply with this resolution and
that Hezbollah end its attacks and re-
turn of its kidnapped soldiers.

There has been little effort on the
part of the Lebanese or Hezbollah to
actually meet any of these requests
however, and that is why it is critical
that the United States and the world
community stand behind Israel and
condemn the actions of Hezbollah, the
Lebanese government and Hamas.

As we condemn these acts we must
recognize the connection between
Hezbollah and its international back-
ers, Iran and Syria. It is clear that
both of these mnations are aiding
Hezbollah with funding, munitions and
even direct military advice, which is
why Israel felt compelled to impose the
blockade on Lebanon.

We must ratchet up the pressure on
Syria and Iran to give up their support
for organized terrorist groups like
Hezbollah. That is why I joined many
of my other colleagues in calling on
President Bush to fully implement all
of the sanctions available under the
Syria Accountability Act, which we
passed during the last Congress. Syria
is continuing its support for terrorism,
and we must demonstrate the con-
sequence of such actions.

Madam Speaker, as Israel continues
to defend itself, we should stand in sup-
port of her by putting greater pressure
on nations who support terrorist at-
tacks against her. We should do noth-
ing less and expect nothing less of our
allies if we were in such a situation.

I urge my colleagues to pass this im-
portant resolution, and I urge the Bush
administration to do more to hold ac-
countable those countries who support
terrorism against Israel.

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, I am
delighted to yield 2 minutes to our dis-
tinguished colleague, the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. AL GREEN).

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam
Speaker, I thank Mr. HYDE, the chair-
person, and I thank my friend Mr. LAN-
TOS, the ranking member.

Madam Speaker, I want peace for
both Palestinians and Israelis. I want
justice for both Palestinians and
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Israelis. And I support House Resolu-
tion 921 condemning the recent attacks
on Israel and supporting Israel’s right
to defend herself.

Madam Speaker, Hezbollah has killed
more Americans than any other ter-
rorist group, save al Qaeda: 257 Ameri-
cans killed in the 1983 bombings of the
U.S. embassy and barracks in Beirut;
19 Americans Kkilled in the 1996 bomb-
ings of the Khobar Towers.

Hezbollah has more than 13,000 rock-
ets capable of hitting Israeli cities and
towns and Kkilling innocent persons.
Does anybody think that these rockets
will just go away? Hezbollah wasn’t
getting weaker. Hezbollah was getting
stronger.
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Israel must defend herself or there
will be no Israel to defend.

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
New York (Mr. MEEKS).

Mr. MEEKS of New York. Madam
Speaker, I stand here today to support
this resolution, and indeed in saying
that I wish this resolution did not have
to be. For surely I am also convinced
that the people of Israel and many of
the people in Lebanon and in the Pales-
tinian Territories wish it had not to be,
but it does.

Why does it? Because you cannot
have peace if you are negotiating with
yourself. If individuals will not even
acknowledge the right for the State of
Israel to exist, how can you have
peace? And if you are put in that posi-
tion, then you have no choice but to
defend yourself.

The thing that we must not think
that Israel is doing in having to defend
itself and using the force that it has to
use is they are doing it with glee. That
is not what they want to do at all.
They wish that there was peace. But
when people do not acknowledge your
right to exist, and there are 14,000
rockets aimed at you, I just ask you
the question, I think of myself. Sup-
pose you are in your home and you
have got people that are outside, and
they are pointing weapons at you and
your family. What would you do?
Would you just say, let them continue
to point them and shoot them until
there is damage to you or your family?

What we are talking about here is
simply a matter of defense. And indeed,
we would dream of having the day
where we do not have to have these res-
olutions on the floor, dream of the day
when there is no innocent people on
any side of the lines in the Middle East
who are dead or would be killed or any-
thing of that nature, dream of having
peace.

The only way to have it, though, is to
have partners, to have somebody that
is going to stand and say, we will fight,
along with Israel, to make sure that all
of its people are safe. We need to have
the day when, in fact, we know that
the terrorist organizations like Hamas
and Hezbollah, who is holding hostage
an entire region for their bad reasons,
are wiped out.
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And if they will not go away, then
Israel must defend itself.

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, 1
yield 2¥2 minutes to the gentlewoman
from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE).

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, I do thank Mr. LANTOS and
his good leadership and his history. It
is reflected in what I think is both a
potent, important and very directed
resolution. It draws upon all of the
voices that we have heard this evening.

Might I acknowledge Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN for her patience and leader-
ship, along with Chairman HYDE as
well as and the leadership of this
House.

This weekend I will go home and
meet with members of the Jewish com-
munity, and as well meet with mem-
bers of the Muslim and Arab commu-
nity. I believe it is important for Mem-
bers to be forthright, and in doing so,
it is to understand that we stand here
promoting peace, and to say to the Pal-
estinians, those of good faith, and
President Abbas, we will stand with
you to rid yourself of those who believe
that their basic existence is for the
nonexistence of Israel.

And to Lebanon, we will stand with
you, so that you will have the courage,
the fortitude and the leadership to free
your nation, for it to be the shining
pearl, the financial site of the Middle
East of which it has the potential to
be.

I want to offer to those who have lost
their lives, their families, my deepest
sympathy. To the innocent civilians in
the Gaza strip, in Palestinian, in Leb-
anon, in Israel, all who have lost their
lives, we offer the deepest sympathy.

But, Madam Speaker, let me simply
say, Israel fully complied with Resolu-
tion 425 in 1978, and wants us to know
that they have removed themselves
from Lebanon, and Secretary XKofi
Annan said Israel has withdrawn, in
full compliance with the Security
Council resolution, as well it has with-
drawn from the Gaza Strip.

And so today I am interested in a
cease-fire. I am interested in engage-
ment. But I am also interested in mak-
ing sure that we have permanent peace
in the region, that we do not allow
those who would perpetrate terror
against innocent individuals to be able
to survive and to continue their vio-
lence.

I would ask Syria and Iran to be
forthright with the world and to give
away their continued intrusion into
Lebanon and fueling the fires of those
that would perpetrate terror in the re-
gion. I also ask that our refugees, if
you will, Americans who are stuck in
Lebanon, be fully brought home safely
and quickly.

So as I close, Madam Speaker, might
I just say this evening that I will be
voting for this resolution, but I will be
continuing to press for engagement. 1
will continue to press for resolution.
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And I will continue to ask that the
Arab States become engaged, and that
Syria and Iran stand down, and that
there is peace, and that the existence
of Israel is reaffirmed, and our Arab
neighbors live freely and peacefully for
all the world to see.

Madam Speaker, | rise today to support H.
Res. 921, condemning the recent violence in
the Middle East. | remain dismayed at the fact
that, once again, violence is poisoning and en-
gulfing the Middle East.

This resolution condemns the recent attacks
against Israel, holds terrorists and their state-
sponsors accountable for such attacks, and
supports Israel’s right to defend itself.

This resolution is a very strong statement.
While we must acknowledge the culpability of
the perpetrators of violence, we must always
stand for a solution that engages all parties.

The conflict is between those who wish to
end the violence and those who do not. All in-
volved have created a sense of victimization,
and turned away from the most important
goal: protecting their people, abating violence,
and stabilizing the region.

With this bill, we denounce terrorist acts,
and we recognize the right of all sovereign na-
tions—including Israel—to exist, and to defend
itself. In addition, if Hamas is going to lead the
Palestinian Authority to participate in the inter-
national community, it must accept Israel's
right to exist and eliminate its violence against
Israel.

This past January, | visited Israel prior to
the Palestinian elections, and visited with the
emerging leadership of Kadima on the eve of
a new era of Israeli diplomacy and security
policy. | have traveled extensively in the re-
gion, and | have witnessed first-hand the
promise of the Holy Land, as well as the dev-
astation of long-term strife. Although Prime
Minister Olmert has only held this position of
leadership for a few short months, he has led
his nation with strength and clarity.

We acknowledge Israel as a democratic and
strategic ally, and we look to Israel for regional
leadership. No cause should ever warrant ag-
gressive terrorist acts against others who have
not sought to initiate any acts against the of-
fending party. It is an absolute necessity that
kidnapped soldiers be returned, that soldiers
stolen from their own country, from their own
land, must be returned to their homeland.
Israel was not the aggressor.

Hezbollah has committed acts of war, and
Israel responded in kind. Hezbollah has yet
again demonstrated its easy familiarity with
terrorist tactics, and tensions continue to rise.
Over the last several weeks, we have seen
the situation crumble. Accusations of blame
and responsibility fly like shrapnel.

Last week, the Lebanese government briefly
called for a ceasefire after Israel blockaded
the country by air and sea in an effort to dis-
tance itself from the Hezbollah faction. In a
statement, the Lebanese government said that
all means must be used to end this “open ag-
gression.”

When both aggressors are acting in de-
fense, the only result is destruction.

We must immediately engage Israel, Leb-
anon, the Palestinian Authority, and any other
stakeholder willing to take action to protect the
people and cease this swift escalation. We
must engage them in multi-party negotiations,
and the United States must send a high-level
delegation to meet with the leaders in the re-
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gion. The desecration of life and the dis-
respect of boundaries in the last few weeks
are offensive, yet must be surmounted, and
the violence must end. The U.N. Resolution
1559 must be complied with by Lebanon—to
fully disband and disarm Hezbollah.

| commend lIsrael for its willingness to unilat-
erally withdraw from the Gaza. | remain hope-
ful that the Palestinian Authority will soon be
able to assert itself and secure the Gaza Strip
for its citizens, and stop the invasion into
Israeli territory.

| wish to relay to the Lebanon Government
that America is their friend, we support their
independence, and we need them to assert
their independence and sovereign authority.
Because of their independence, Lebanon is
well positioned to be an integral part of long
term negotiations and an eventual settlement
to this terrible crises.

| urge decision-makers in lIsrael, Lebanon,
and the PLO to observe a ceasefire, and that
the terrorist be brought to justice.

| also urge neighboring nations, such as
Syria, to stop harboring terrorists and to par-
ticipate honestly in negotiations, to pursue a
mutually beneficial resolution without violence,
and to respect the sovereign Lebanon.

Violence is not the only thing to fear. We
must do everything within our power to pre-
vent further escalation. We must silence the
rumbling of bombs and the screaming of mis-
siles and restore at least the semblance of
peace.

We must condemn the poor response that
the Administration has exhibited in rescuing
Americans. It is not befitting of the most pow-
erful nation, and we must expedite the res-
cuing of American citizens. The President
must also take to the airwaves to speak to
Muslims and Arabs to assure them that Amer-
ica remains their friend, and the friend of all
freedom-loving peaceful citizens of those na-
tions. We do not condemn all because of the
missteps of some individuals or governments
in the region.

It is increasingly important that we imme-
diately begin negotiations to resolve this ag-
gression on the northern and southern border,
observe ceasefire, and the United States must
act urgently yet fairly, and remain steadfast to
bringing peace to the region.

We must do everything we can to assuage
the fear and devastation of the last two gen-
erations, and take decisive action to ensure
that today’s children, and their children’s chil-
dren, can live in peace and safety at last.

This past Saturday, Saudi Arabia, Jordan,
Egypt, and several Persian Gulf states, chas-
tised Hezbollah for “unexpected, inappro-
priate, and irresponsible acts” at an emer-
gency Arab League summit meeting in Cairo.
At last, perhaps we will see the larger inter-
national community—including the Arab
League—denounce terrorism and terrorist tac-
tics and commit to securing first calm, then
peace, for the region and for the rest of the
world.

The Middle East is at a crossroads, and
Israel needs a partner for peace. The new
governments of Israel and the Palestinian Au-
thority must overcome the burden of history
and begin writing the textbooks anew. Pales-
tinian and Israeli children should begin to learn
that their neighbors are good, peace-loving
people, and that the region is capable of coex-
istence and friendship.

| hope that soon all people in the Middle
East, Jewish or Muslim, Israeli or Arab, can
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look to God with thankful, not pleading eyes.
May the words of our tradition inspire our deci-
sions, as it says in Proverbs 34:14: “Seek
peace, and pursue it.”

Before we can have peace, let us pray for
calm.

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to my good friend from
Ohio (Mr. BROWN).

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Madam Speak-
er, I thank our leader Mr. LANTOS for
his leadership on this issue, and so
many others in this Congress. I rise, as
did Ms. JACKSON-LEE and others, in
support of the resolution.

I would like to cite an article by
Charles Krauthammer, who gives some
history that I think is useful as this
debate draws nearer to a close, from
the Washington Post this last Friday.

I quote. ‘‘Israel withdrew from Leb-
anon completely in 2000. It was so scru-
pulous in making sure that not 1
square inch of Lebanon was left inad-
vertently occupied that it asked the
United Nations to verify the exact
frontier defining Lebanon’s southern
border and retreated behind it. This
‘blue line’ was approved by the Secu-
rity Council, which declared that Israel
had fully complied with resolutions de-
manding its withdrawal from Lebanon.

“‘Grievance satisfied. Yet what hap-
pens?”’ Krauthammer writes,
‘““‘Hezbollah has done to South Lebanon
exactly what Hamas has done to Gaza,
turned it into a military base and ter-
rorist operations center from which to
continue the war against Israel.

“South Lebanon  bristles with
Hezbollah’s 10,000 Katyusha rockets
that put northern Israel under the gun.
Fired in the first hours of fighting, just
85 of these killed 2 Israelis and wound-
ed 120 in Israel’s northern towns.”

Mr. Speaker, we should stand with
Israel, we should vote for the resolu-
tion.

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, I just
want to thank you for your patience. I
want to thank my dear friend from
Florida for her extraordinary gracious-
ness. And I want to thank all of my Re-
publican and Democratic colleagues for
a serious and substantive debate. I urge
all of my colleagues to vote for this
resolution.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I yield myself the balance of our
time.

Madam Speaker, I also would like to
thank the gentleman from California,
our ranking member of the Inter-
national Relations Committee, for han-
dling this debate in such a skillful
manner. We want to thank our major-
ity leader Mr. BOEHNER, who was one of
the authors of this resolution; and, of
course, our esteemed chairman of the
International Relations Committee,
Mr. HYDE.

I would like to thank all of the Mem-
bers who participated in this debate, in
this very civil debate on a very impor-
tant topic.

Mr. BOEHNER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in strong support of this resolution. As
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we speak, the security situation in the Middle
East continues to evolve.

The aggressive, unprovoked acts of vio-
lence against Israel by Hezbollah and Hamas
are revealing. It is clear they don’t want
peace, but rather seek the ultimate destruction
of Israel. This is why we must support Israel’s
right to defend itself against these armed at-
tacks.

Each and every day, Israel’'s very existence
is at stake. Since its first day as a nation,
Israel has lived under a cloud of aggression
from militant extremists and hostile neigh-
boring governments. Most recently, terrorist
forces have captured Israeli soldiers and fired
rockets into lIsraeli cities—both unprovoked.
These acts of aggression deserve the rapid
and decisive response they received.

The United States and Israel have a unique
relationship based on our mutual commitment
to democracy, freedom, and peace. Therefore,
just as our commitment to these principles
must be steadfast, so must our support for
Israel.

The enemies the United States and Israel
face are the same. Their nature is brutal, op-
pressive, and inspired by hatred. The rise of
Islamic fundamentalism in the Middle East has
real security implications, not only for Israel,
but also for the United States. The same ideo-
logically malevolent forces working to destroy
Israel are working to destroy our cherished po-
litical values.

The United States did not choose to fight Is-
lamic extremists. These terrorists chose to
fight our way of life. They chose to challenge
our existence.

We as a Nation have endured heartbreak,
tragedy, and occasional setbacks, but we are
resolute in taking the fight to the enemy and
winning. We cannot afford to lose. The stakes
are too high; the price too great. And because
we face the same enemy, we will not ask
Israel to respond differently. The con-
sequences of not responding are too great.

This resolution simply says Israel has the
right to defend itself. This includes conducting
operations both inside its borders and in the
territory of nations that threaten it, which is in
accordance with international law.

Furthermore, it is incumbent upon Lebanon,
Syria, and Iran to rein in Hezbollah and
Hamas. We know Iran and Syria are helping
Hamas and Hezbollah. That is why this resolu-
tion reaffirms our support for President Bush
as he seeks to use the most effective range
of political, diplomatic, and economic sanc-
tions available.

We are clear in our purpose and our re-
solve. We are committed to peace, democ-
racy, freedom, and prosperity. We will work
with those who want these values, and we will
use all means at our disposal to stop those
who seek to destroy them.

| urge my colleagues to join me in sending
a strong message of support to Israel, and |
urge all to support this resolution.

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida.
Madam Speaker, | rise today in strong support
of H. Res. 921.

Let us be very clear from the outset of this
debate: the current conflict was caused by the
violent attacks of two terrorist organizations on
Israel, in Israel. Israel has the sovereign right
and responsibility to protect and defend itself
from these terrorists.

The roots of this problem must be ad-
dressed if there is to be any true cessation of
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violence. Iran and Syria must cease their fi-
nancial and military support of terrorist organi-
zations. Hezbollah must be disarmed and no
longer be allowed to operate. U.N. Resolution
1559 must be fully implemented. The govern-
ment of Lebanon must be allowed to govern
the whole of its territories. President Abbas
must guarantee peace, exercise full control
over the Palestinian-controlled territory and the
Hamas terrorist attacks originating in Pales-
tinian-controlled territory must be permanently
stopped. This latest violence only confirms
what we have known since 9/11: the forces of
extremism and terrorism must no longer be al-
lowed to terrorize peoples and countries who
desire to live in peace and freedom.

The approach taken by President Bush has
been appropriate. Without an end to terrorist
operations by Hamas, Hezbollah, and other
enemies of Israel, there will be no hope for
peace.

The United States should not negotiate with
terrorists and neither should Israel. Despite
the recent set-backs, however, we should con-
tinue to try to promote peace in the Middle
East because it is vitally important to the safe-
ty and security of America. We must continue
to encourage peace, but all parties must be
willing to truly accept Israel's existence and
come to the table if peace is to have a
chance. Unfortunately, without an end to ter-
rorist operations against Israel by Hamas and
Hezbollah, there is no hope for a lasting
peace in the Middle East.

Mr. BUYER. Madam Speaker, the United
States has a long history of supporting the
state of Israel and the strong example of
democratic values it has brought to the Middle
East. The recent events that have enveloped
the region will not waiver the resolve of our re-
lationship.

Israel has found itself strained on two fronts.
It is battling both Hamas and Hezbollah,
backed by Iran and Syria, nations known to
sponsor terrorism and dedicated to the de-
struction of Israel. While the ferocity of Israel’'s
response to the kidnapping of its soldiers by
these terrorist groups may be in question,
Israel has only acted to defend its way of life
and the intrinsic right for a nation to defend its
very existence.

Easing tensions in the region will require
that neighboring nations take an active role to
stabilize the conflict. Egypt and Lebanon must
have the fortitude to take a leadership role to
pursue regional stabilization. They must grasp
this opportunity to demand that immediate
steps are taken to resolve the conflict and
work to bring peace to the region.

Mr. FERGUSON. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in strong support of this resolution.

For generations Hamas and Hezbollah,
which are committed to the total destruction of
Israel, have indiscriminately targeted Israeli ci-
vilian populations and military forces. In recent
days, these terrorists organizations have kid-
napped Israeli soldiers and singled out Israeli
citizens for arbitrary relentless rocket fire.

Hamas and Hezbollah, as dangerous and
destructive as their actions are in the current
conflict, are mere puppets. Hamas and
Hezbollah are supported by Iran and Syria.
With their financial and military support—in-
cluding providing the missiles that today are
raining down on Israeli towns—the Iranian and
Syrian governments are co-conspirators in the
ongoing terrorist attacks against Israel.

The world community of nations must hold
Iran and Syria accountable for their actions.
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Their active support of terrorist nations not
only threatens Israel but also all nations in the
Middle East and those throughout the world
who are waging the ongoing global war on ter-
ror.

In the face of these terrorist attacks, we
must resolve that Israel has the absolute right
to defend itself—just as the United States did
following September 11, 2001.

The time has now come for Congress to re-
affirm our commitment to Israel and the Israeli
people, their absolute right to existence and
their absolute right to defend themselves.

Israel is one of the United States’ strongest
allies. In the last 50 years, our two nations
have forged strong economic, military and
educational connections. Our bonds have
never been more important than today in our
shared fight against terrorism.

Today, let us stand in firm resolve against
terrorism and with Israel.

| encourage my colleagues to support this
important resolution.

Mr. MICA. Madam Speaker, | rise today in
support of H. Res. 921 and specifically in sup-
port of Israel’s right to defend itself against the
murderous actions of Hamas and Hezbollah.

The terrorist attacks on Israel and India and
the recent July 4th, 2006 ballistic missile
launch by North Korea are stern reminders
that the United States and world must remain
vigilant against radical extremism. It is not
enough that America and her allies guard
against weapons of mass destruction, but we
must also remain prepared to deal with acts of
human destruction. Terrorist acts on any sov-
ereign state can not and must not be toler-
ated.

| am pleased that the House of Representa-
tives and our President has remained firm in
support of the people of Israel. While | am
hopeful that a stable peace in the Middle East
will be established, no arbitrary time limit
should be placed on Israel’s actions to defend
itself. Neither should a time line be imposed
on bringing to justice those who commit unjust
acts.

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in strong support of House Resolution 921 and
in strong support of our oldest ally in the Mid-
dle East, the State of Israel.

Today the Middle East is a region filled with
contradictions. It is a place where progress
and regress have both taken root and are
thriving. Iraq is no longer ruled over by a ty-
rant named Saddam Hussein, who terrorized
people inside and outside his country with un-
imaginable brutality. Today, a democratically
elected government has been empowered by
the Iraqi people to improve security, build in-
frastructure, and move forward. Admittedly,
there is still turmoil in lIraq; but the progress
there is undeniable.

In the countries that border Irag to the east
and northwest, one encounters a far different
Middle East. It is in these two countries—Iran
and Syria—where international terrorism has
found all too willing hosts and official state
sponsorship. And it is this state sponsorship of
terrorism, fueled by the desire of the Tehran
and Damascus regimes to project influence
across a broader region in order to stifle de-
mocracy and freedom, which has led us to the
current crisis in Lebanon and Israel.

This is not the first time that Israel has been
forced to engage in military operations in Leb-
anon to secure its northern border and protect
its citizens. As many of my colleagues will re-
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call, Lebanon could not control its border with
Israel in 1978, and after numerous terrorist at-
tacks against Israel were launched from south-
ern Lebanon, the Israeli Defense Forces inter-
vened. The Israeli Defense Forces withdrew in
June 1978, but were forced to return four
years later due to further attacks from Leba-
nese territory. In 1985, Israel withdrew its
forces from all of Lebanon, save for a security
perimeter on their common border. In 2000,
Israel withdrew its remaining forces from the
security zone. Immediately thereafter,
Hezbollah militia members moved into the
former security zone, and claimed credit for
the Israeli withdrawal.

Beginning in 2005, the Lebanese people
have made significant progress in their mis-
sion to push their Syrian occupiers out of their
country. In the midst of Lebanon’s movement
towards true freedom and independence from
Syria, Hezbollah terrorists crossed the border
into Israel, then killed eight Israelis and took
two Israeli soldiers as hostages. This was like-
ly done in coordination with Hamas terrorists
in Gaza.

That was July 12, 2006; just one week ago,
Madam Speaker. Since then, lIsrael initiated
military operations to prevent further attacks
and once again secure its border with Leb-
anon. Hezbollah’s response has consisted of
daily rocket attacks that have hit Haifa, Israel’'s
third largest city. It is estimated that Hezbollah
has an arsenal of at least 12,000 rockets
some of which are Iranian weapons, and
many of which have reached Lebanon via
Syria.

The United States Department of State has
designated Hezbollah as a foreign terrorist or-
ganization, and its main sponsors are Syria
and Iran, both of which are state sponsors of
terrorism. The Lebanese government may pro-
test Israel’s current military actions, but these
actions are essential to Israel’s national secu-
rity, and essential to Lebanon’s prospects for
true sovereignty. Former Lebanese Prime Min-
ister Rafik Hariri spoke out against Syrian
domination of Lebanon and was assassinated
on orders from the highest levels of the Da-
mascus government. Unless we allow Israel to
destroy the terrorist network and infrastructure
in Lebanon, and drive its agents back into
Syria and Iran, neither the Lebanese people or
Israeli people will have the opportunity to live
in peace.

The Government of Lebanon cannot secure
its own border, and has not prevented the ter-
rorist organizations—sponsored by foreign
agents—from using its soil to launch attacks
into Israel. Israel has a right to her own na-
tional defense, and is exercising that right in
striking terrorist targets inside Lebanon. On
the other hand, Hezbollah is reigning down
rockets on civilian targets in Haifa, Galilee,
and Nazareth.

Prime Minister Ehud Olmert has laid out
specific criteria for peace: the return of the ab-
ducted Israeli soldiers; cessation of the rocket
attacks and other raids on Israel; expulsion of
Hezbollah from southern Lebanon and the de-
ployment of the Lebanese Army to that region,
and the withdrawal of all foreign forces from
Lebanese territory. Short of these criteria
being fulfilled, Israel must take it upon herself
to unilaterally provide security for her territory
and people.

Madam Speaker, Israel is the oldest democ-
racy in a region not known for liberty, and is
our oldest ally in a region with many agents
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that are hostile to America and our interests.
We must strongly support our old friend in this
time of crisis. We also must condemn Hamas,
Hezbollah, and their Iranian and Syrian spon-
sors in the strongest terms possible for their
terrorist attacks on innocent Israelis. As we
know all too well, we must hunt down and
eradicate terrorists wherever they find sanc-
tuary and assistance, and Israel is doing just
that; Israel is taking the fight to the terrorists.

Madam Speaker, this situation proves that
Syria and Iran are dangerous agents acting on
behalf of and in concert with fundamentalists,
extremists, and terrorists. Hezbollah and
Hamas have absolutely no remorse for the
damage they are inflicting on the Israeli peo-
ple or the Lebanese people, and the clerics in
Tehran and tyrants in Damascus are encour-
aging continued carnage.

In response, this Congress—as representa-
tives of the American people—must set an ex-
ample and stand on the side of freedom, de-
mocracy, and sovereignty in the face of this
challenge. It is the latest confrontation in the
Global War on Terror, and it is a battle that we
as Americans cannot afford for Israel to lose.
| urge my colleagues to support this important
resolution.

Mr. WAXMAN. Madam Speaker, it is a trag-
edy that we have come to this point today,
watching the spiral of hostilities between Israel
and its neighbors.

Although Israel withdrew completely from
Lebanon in 2000, and the U.N. Security Coun-
cil certified the withdrawal to internationally
recognized borders, Hezbollah still refuses to
accept peace.

Although Israel has removed all its settlers
from Gaza and has been working with Presi-
dent Abbas to negotiate additional conces-
sions, Hamas is still unwilling to lay down its
weapons, accept Israel’s legitimate existence,
and come to the table to negotiate the cre-
ation of a peaceful Palestinian state.

When Hamas and Hezbollah leaders were
elected to be part of the emerging democratic
governments, some hoped they would focus
on leading the Palestinian and Lebanese peo-
ple to fulfill their aspirations of a stable and
prosperous future.

Instead, the terrorists have pursued only
their own aspirations of regional instability and
the destruction of Israel.

Kidnapping soldiers does nothing to pro-
mote the welfare of the Lebanese and Pales-
tinian people. Missile attacks don’t develop the
economy or expand freedom of movement or
provide access to health care and education.

Terrorism has only brought suffering to the
people of Gaza and Lebanon, and these at-
tacks serve no one but the terrorists and their
state sponsors.

We must recognize the role of Syria and
Iran in this conflict, and the threat they pose
to Israel, the United States, and the entire
Middle East.

Though it has been unwilling or unable to
do so, the world must insist that the Lebanese
government take control of its borders and dis-
arm the terrorists within them as required by
the Road Map and the U.N. Security Council.

Israel has made every effort to avoid civilian
casualties, and those that have occurred are
tragic. But Israel’s best efforts to spare civil-
ians stand in sharp contrast to the terrorists’
deliberate efforts to target Israeli civilians as
they drink their morning coffee or head off to
school and work.
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Acts like these leave Israel no choice but to
break down the terrorists’ capacity to carry
them out. Israel has targeted stockpiles of
missiles procured from Syria and Iran and
blocked the routes through which the terrorists
would rearm. It is ramas and Hezbollah who
have cruelly decided to place these stockpiles
among civilians, again putting the political and
strategic needs of terror above those of the
people they claim to represent.

Israel is not the source of instability and
danger. Israel withdrew from Lebanon and
Gaza in pursuit of peace. The terrorist regimes
in the region have pursued other ends. Israel
has every right as a sovereign nation to de-
fend its cities from unprovoked cross-border
attacks and to seek the safe, swift, and uncon-
ditional return of its soldiers.

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, | am voting
for this resolution because | absolutely con-
demn Hezbollah’'s senseless, unprovoked
cross-border attacks on Israel, and the mur-
derous rain of missiles it has unleashed on
Haifa and other northern cities. Terrorist
groups like Hezbollah, whose actions have
caused the death and misery of hundreds of
innocent Israelis and Lebanese, deserve no
sympathy and no mercy. Hezbollah needs to
be disarmed, for the sake of Israel’s security
and, indeed, for the stability of the entire re-
gion.

And | also join my colleagues in con-
demning the actions of Syria and Iran for their
support and arming of Hezbollah. We see the
true nature of these regimes when we see the
tragic results of their support of terrorist
groups like Hezbollah.

But | would have hoped for a different reso-
lution to come before the House. | would have
hoped for a more comprehensive resolution
that respects the complexity of the issues un-
folding in the area, and the necessity for direct
U.S. involvement in the unfolding tragedy.

A more appropriate resolution would recog-
nize the fundamental difference between
Hamas and Hezbollah. Of course, Hamas
should be condemned for its actions and the
kidnapped Israeli soldier must be returned
unharmed. But Gaza and Southern Lebanon
are two separate situations and this resolution
confuses that.

The Palestinian people have legitimate
grievances and a solution to these grievances
can and must be found through negotiations.
Hamas exploits those grievances, but we must
not allow Hamas’s actions to delegitimize the
aspirations of the Palestinian people. Hamas'’s
actions do not negate the reality that we sim-
ply must resolve the humanitarian crisis now
engulfing Gaza and the West Bank.

| believe Israel's security depends on forg-
ing a negotiated settlement with the Palestin-
ians that will ensure the safety and security of
both peoples. And while | respect Israel’s right
to defend itself, | am deeply concerned that
Israel's response to Hamas’ actions is only
prolonging the suffering of the Palestinian peo-
ple and putting off resolution of this decades
long problem.

Conversely, Hezbollah has no legitimate
grievances with Israel.

Hezbollah seeks nothing more than the de-
struction of Israel and there is no negotiating
with it. Only through Hezbollah’s complete dis-
armament will we be able to remove its threat
to the region.

| am also troubled by the unqualified praise
in this resolution for the President and his Ad-
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ministration. The President has done little to
stop the meltdown of the Middle East that has
occurred under his watch. Unlike previous Ad-
ministrations, including that of his father and
President Clinton, he simply hasn’t been en-
gaged. And his response here is tragically in-
adequate, again.

The U.S. must engage immediately to bring
about a cease fire and help drive a long term
solution for the area. Every major Arab-lIsraeli
crisis over the years has ended with U.S. in-
volvement—at the highest levels—because
the players rely on intermediaries to broker
agreements.

We may not like it, but that's the reality of
the situation. And given that the stability of the
region plays so large a role in our own na-
tional security interests, we must continue to
engage forcefully if we are committed to bring-
ing about peace in the region. Waiting another
week before dispatching the Secretary of
State is not a viable response.

Finally, | would note that every day this cri-
sis continues brings a greater risk of direct in-
volvement by Syria and Iran. As bad as this
situation is now, direct involvement from either
Syria or Iran would be much, much worse. Im-
mediate, hands-on U.S. involvement is critical
to keep the situation from spiraling even fur-
ther out of control.

Madam Speaker, the situation in the Middle
East grows graver every day. Dozens of
Israelis and hundreds of innocent Palestinians
and Lebanese civilians have already died.
Beruit, which has only recently been restored
to its historic splendor, is in ruins. A key ally
in the area is threatened and our national se-
curity interests are as well.

| urge the Administration to help bring peace
to the region.

Mr. CARDIN. Madam Speaker, | rise in
strong support of H. Res. 921, condemning re-
cent terrorist attacks against the state of
Israel.

Israel has the absolute right to defend itself
against terrorist attacks. The United States
stands in solidarity with Israel at this critical
moment. | condemn the premeditated kidnap-
ping and killing of Israel soldiers by Hezbollah
and Hamas, which are both U.S. designated
terrorist organizations. Israel has a right to
launch operations to try to free its kidnapped
soldiers that are being held hostage. Israel
also has a right to defend itself and try to pre-
vent ongoing rocket attacks by Hezbollah,
which are being launched from Lebanese terri-
tory and which land in Israeli territory.

| also condemn the use of civilian popu-
lations as human shields by Hamas and
Hezbollah, which only increase the suffering of
innocent persons in this conflict. Israel, on the
other hand, is taking significant steps to mini-
mize and prevent additional civilian casualties
in both Israel and Lebanon.

Even though Israel unilaterally withdrew
from Lebanon in 2000, the Lebanese Govern-
ment has permitted Hezbollah to operate at its
border and to repeatedly launch attacks
against Israel. United Nations Security Council
Resolution 1559, passed in 2004, calls for all
remaining foreign forces to withdraw from Leb-
anon, directs that all Lebanese and non-Leba-
nese militias should be disbanded and dis-
armed, and urges the Government of Lebanon
to exercise control over all its territory. We
need to fully implement this United Nations
resolution.

Both Syria and Iran have continued to pro-
vide funds and weapons to the Hezbollah ter-
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rorists, which have resulted in numerous
Israeli civilian casualties. All parties in the re-
gion must take immediate steps to prevent the
operation of terrorist activities on their soil and
to abide by previous peace agreements. The
President should use his authority under the
Iran and Libya Sanctions Act of 1996 to im-
pose additional sanctions on Iran.

| also call on the Bush Administration to
take a more aggressive diplomatic role in the
conflict in the Middle East, including the ap-
pointment of a high-level U.S. envoy to the
Middle East as soon as possible. The Bush
Administration should also put pressure on all
parties in the region to stop terrorist attacks
and prevent the flow of money and weapons
to terrorist organizations.

Madam Speaker, | strongly urge my col-
leagues to support this resolution, and stand
in solidarity with Israel at this critical moment.

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, Palestinian
militants in Gaza kidnapped Israeli soldier
Gilad Shalit and later, Hezbollah agents
crossed the border, killed seven Israeli sol-
diers, captured two others, and continue to
hold them captive. Hamas, and Hezbollah,
specifically, have long relied on Syrian and
Iranian support and funding. Now, Iranian and
Syrian made and purchased Katyusha rockets
rain down on Israel from Lebanon in the north
and Qassam rockets are launched from over
the border from Gaza in the south. Despite
having withdrawn from Lebanon in 2000 and
from Gaza last summer, Israel is under attack.

| stand by Israel during these troubled times
and | strongly support H. Res. 921, to be
voted on today, which pledges our solidarity
with this nation under fire; | urge my col-
leagues to join me in support of this bill.

After the terrible attacks of September 11,
2001, President Bush declared that we are en-
gaged in a War on Terror and countries
across the globe stood up in support of and
behind the United States. Now we are called
upon to stand with Israel during her time of
need as she defends her borders and her citi-
zens from unprovoked kidnappings and at-
tacks.

Madam Speaker, the international commu-
nity, led by the United States, must ensure the
full implementation of U.N. Security Council
Resolution 1559, which passed unanimously
in 2004, and calls for disarming Hezbollah, re-
moving all foreign forces from Lebanon and
deploying the Lebanese army to secure the
border with Israel. What we are seeing today
in the region is the consequence of the Leba-
nese government allowing Hezbollah to join its
parliament and cabinet while the international
community did little to exert pressure to force
them out.

Israel, the Jewish state, is defending its citi-
zens, much as this nation would if we were
under attack. Any innocent civilian deaths—
Israeli, Palestinian, Lebanese, or other—are
awful and should be minimized in every pos-
sible way. But responsibility lies with
Hezbollah and Hamas who brought Israel’s re-
taliation upon not just themselves but the com-
munities they live in by launching unprovoked
attacks, and by purposefully planting them-
selves in civilian population centers where in-
nocent men, women, and children are used as
swords and shields.

We must continue to stand behind Israel
and to show her our solidarity against those
that continue to do her harm. Additionally, the
international community, led by the United
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States, should now ensure that Hezbollah is fi-
nally disarmed, that Iranian influence is forced
out of the region, and that Hamas recognizes
Israel so that we may finally put an end to the
cycle of violence.

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Madam Speak-
er, | have grave concerns about what the fu-
ture holds for the Middle East. The violence in
Israel and Lebanon, which began with
Hezbollah rocket attacks on an Israeli town
and a military incursion into Israel and abduc-
tion of Israeli soldiers, threatens to engulf the
entire region. Unless swift action is taken by
the international community, further escalation
and bloodshed will soon be upon us.

As we consider this resolution, H. Res. 921,
civilian lives hang in the balance. Hezbollah’s
rocket attacks against innocent Israelis are in-
discriminate tools of terror against a civilian
population. Reports indicate that Israeli retalia-
tions have resulted in the loss of innocent
lives.

It seems clear that Hezbollah has raised—
or lowered—the suicide attack to a new level:
they have dragged the entire nation of Leb-
anon and all its people into harm’s way be-
cause of the group’s attacks on Israel.

| wish that this resolution made more men-
tion of these innocent Lebanese civilians and
innocent Israeli civilians who are caught in the
middle here. They are the ones paying the
price.

| wish that this resolution made more men-
tion of the urgent need for the U.S. to step for-
ward, use its considerable influence, and take
diplomatic action immediately to try to end the
bloodshed affecting millions on both sides of
the border.

The finding in paragraph 4 of this measure
asserts that Israel is making every effort to
prevent civilian casualties. And while | am a
staunch supporter of Israel’'s right to defend
itself, it is disturbing that some sources report
that over 300 Lebanese civilians have been
killed due to the violence. | hope that Israeli
forces truly are making every effort to prevent
civilian casualties, as indicated by this meas-
ure.

Finally, | want to tell you how deeply sad-
dened | am that recent events have reduced
the power of moderates in the region and
dimmed prospects for long-term peace. The
earlier abduction in Gaza came just as talks
among Palestinian officials seemed to be
reaching a point that may have allowed
Hamas to open negotiations with Israel. And
the attacks across the Israeli-Lebanese border
will undoubtedly serve to diminish and muf-
fle—now and in the immediate future—the
voices of moderation who would otherwise call
for peace.

It is my hope—no, my demand—that mod-
erate voices in the international community, in-
cluding the United States, will promptly work
to quell this crisis. Clearly, Madam Speaker,
right now we need solutions and not just con-
demnations.

Mr. WELLER. Madam Speaker, today | rise
in strong support for H. Res. 921, condemning
the recent attacks against the State of Israel.
With this resolution, the United States of
America reaffirms its steadfast support for the
State of Israel, denounces the use of terrorism
as a tool of influence, and condemns those
states that encourage its use. Iran and Syria’s
support for the terrorist organization,
Hezbollah, does not go unnoticed. | urge the
President of the United States to continue his
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support for Israel, as it responds to the armed
attacks against it, and | support bringing the
full force of sanctions: economic, political and
diplomatic, against these state-sponsors of ter-
rorism.

Madam Speaker, Israel, as a sovereign na-
tion, has the right to defend itself and protect
its citizens by deterring further attacks by the
terrorist organization, Hezbollah. Since its
founding, Hezbollah has been actively sup-
ported by both Syria and Iran. These two
countries are estimated at providing Hezbollah
with $100 million annually in addition to pro-
viding regular weapons shipments. These
weapons range from rockets, mortars and
small arms, to mines, explosives and anti-tank
missiles. Hezbollah is by no means an inno-
cent victim in an offensive war. Hezbollah is a
terrorist organization, which has put the peo-
ple of Israel, and the people of Lebanon, in
harms way.

The United States of America knows all too
well what drives this organization: the taking of
innocent life. Before 9/11, Hezbollah single
handedly killed more Americans than any
other terrorist organization. In 1983, Hezbollah
killed 257 Americans when it bombed the U.S.
Embassy and U.S. Marine Barracks in Beirut.
Between 1982 and 1992, more than 30 West-
erners were abducted by this organization,
some tortured and killed. In 1996, 19 Amer-
ican servicemen were killed in the bombing of
a U.S. military housing facility in Saudi Arabia.

Madam Speaker, this resolution sends an
important message: the United States of
America will not stand by and silently accept
terrorism as a viable option with which to ne-
gotiate. Terrorism is not a viable option; it is
not an option at all.

The United States must continue to lead in
efforts not only to keep a check on the danger
presented by Hezbollah and its sponsors,
Syria and Iran, but also to help achieve a last-
ing peace in the Middle East. | join my col-
leagues from both parties today in support of
Israel’s right to self-defense and in condemna-
tion of Hezbollah’s decision to put the people
of Israel and Lebanon in danger. Madam
Speaker, thank you for bringing this important
resolution to the floor and | urge my col-
leagues to vote in its favor.

Mr. SESSIONS. Madam Speaker, in recent
weeks, radical terrorist organizations have en-
gaged in a number of unprovoked attacks on
the State of Israel. | rise today in strong sup-
port of Israel’s right to defend its citizens and
its borders from acts of terrorism.

Most recently, Hezbollah military forces
committed an act of war by crossing the bor-
der between Lebanon and Israel, attacking
and killing several Israeli soldiers and kidnap-
ping two lIsraeli soldiers. The integrity of the
internationally recognized border between
Lebanon and Israel must be respected in
order for lIsrael to provide for its security.
Hezbollah—a terrorist organization recognized
by the U.S. Department of State as a Foreign
Terrorist Organization (FTO)—operates with
impunity in many areas of southern Lebanon.
Lebanon must accept responsibility for and
bring an end to military attacks originating
from within its territory. Iran and Syria also
bear responsibility for the current crisis, be-
cause armaments used by Hezbollah have
been traced to Iran and transferred through
Syria for use by these Hezbollah forces.

This month, Hamas—another organization
designated by the State Department as a
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FTO—also conducted an unprovoked military
attack on Israel, killing and kidnapping Israeli
soldiers. This military invasion represents a
small part of the Palestinian violence ema-
nating from Gaza into Israel. Last August,
Israel withdrew every settler and soldier from
Gaza in hopes that Palestinians would estab-
lish a democratic state capable of living side-
by-side in peace with Israel. However, Pales-
tinian terrorists took this historic opportunity to
begin systematically firing Kassam rockets at
Israeli towns. Over 1,000 have been fired
since Israel’s total withdrawal from Gaza—and
it is important to note that the rockets are fired
into territory belonging to Israel before 1967
and universally recognized as being Israeli ter-
ritory.

Israel has the obligation and the right to de-
fend its citizens against attacks emanating
from both Lebanon and Gaza. | support
Israel's right to take the appropriate military
action necessary to deter future attacks, and
hope that Israel's neighbors will take this op-
portunity to control future terrorism within their
own borders.

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Madam Speaker, |
rise today in support of H. Res. 921, a resolu-
tion expressing support for the security of the
State of Israel.

Over the last few days, it has been hard to
turn on the television without seeing disturbing
images of the current conflict in the Middle
East.

Many of us share serious concerns about
future of the Middle East. It seems unfair that
this area—which has suffered so much conflict
already—now is confronted with yet another
period of escalating violence.

The long simmering tension in this region
has finally come to a boiling point. The cap-
turing of Israeli soldiers and the attacks on in-
nocent civilians by the terrorist organization
Hezbollah is absolutely unacceptable.

The President was correct when he stated
that Israel has a right to defend itself against
the aggressions by Hezbollah. The U.S. must
stand side by side with our friends in the Mid-
dle East—especially Israel—as they fight ter-
rorism in and around their borders. Israel must
have our support and prayers as they continue
to fight against those who murder innocent ci-
vilians just to advance their political agenda.

The loss of innocent life in this region over
the last few days is heartbreaking. The people
of Israel and Lebanon deserve to live in free-
dom and peace, safe from violence and terror.

Madam Speaker, the source of this current
conflict does not lie within Israel or Lebanon.
To put it plainly, the violence in the region is
rooted in Iran. The support of Hezbollah by
Iran in countries like Lebanon only serves to
encourage violence, unfairly damage the re-
gion’s fragile democracies, and undermine the
rights of citizens in that region to fair and
uncorrupted government.

Iran has created and supported terrorism
and continues to funnel money and weapons
to Hezbollah and Hamas. In fact, missiles that
have targeted Israeli forces over the last few
days have been traced to manufacturers in
Iran.

It is clear that a nuclear Iran puts the Middle
East and all countries around the world in
grave peril. Iran has repeatedly defied the
international community and has progressed in
its development of nuclear capabilities. If Iran
continues with its rogue nuclear programs, it
will not be long before these weapons fall into
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the hands of terrorist organizations such as
Hezbollah and Hamas.

If we want to address the future security
and stability of the Middle East, the U.S. must
work to curb extremism and violent political
activism nurtured by the Iranian government.
The U.S. and the international community
must come together behind a united front and
stand with unwavering strength against the
Iran’s state-sponsored terrorist organizations
and activities.

Here at home, it is now more important than
ever that we realize that our own safety and
security depends on the destruction of ter-
rorism in the Middle East. This isn’t just a Mid-
dle East problem—the attacks in London, Ma-
drid, Bali, and now India show us that this is
world terror. And, as we saw first hand on 9/
11, America is not immune to terrorists who
seek to destroy freedom and democracy.

Although the conflict in the Middle East can
seem distant and unrelated to our daily lives,
it is vitally important that we remember our
past, present and future is intrinsically linked
with this region. As the situation continues to
unfold over the next days and weeks, let our
thoughts and prayers be for a true and lasting
peace in the Middle East.

Madam Speaker, | urge support for H. Res.
921 to show solidarity with Israel in their quest
for security and peace, and to show our com-
mitment to defeating terrorism around the
globe.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time.

O 2240

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. HYDE)
that the House suspend the rules and
agree to the resolution, H. Res. 921.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Miss
MCMORRIS). In the opinion of the
Chair, two-thirds of those present have
voted in the affirmative.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

—————

ACTION IS OVERDUE ON DRUG
PRICING REFORM

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Recently, the
United States Senate voted 68-32 to
adopt an amendment that would stop
the government from seizing safe, ef-
fective, affordable medicine imported
from Canada. The House passed a re-
sponsible bipartisan prescription drug
importation bill 3 years ago this
month. I was pleased to lead the House
Democrats in support of that bill.

We were not able to get it sent to the
President’s desk for only one reason:
Senate Majority Leader FRIST never
brought it to the Senate floor. His own
Republican Caucus never demanded a
vote. They never stood up. They never
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demanded action to break the drug in-
dustry stranglehold on the American
market. They never demanded an end
to the multibillion-dollar annual tax of
skyrocketing drug prices it imposed on
American business, and it imposed on
American families.

At long last, the other body has
begun to act. That vote should be the
start, not the end, of this effort. I chal-
lenge the Republican leadership in both
Chambers to give us an open debate, an
honest vote on comprehensive drug im-
portation legislation, before the anni-
versary of the House bill’s passage 3
years ago. Three years is long enough
to wait for independence from the drug
industry.

———

ENERGY INDUSTRY OCCUPANCY
PROTECTION ACT

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, today I introduced the Energy
Industry Occupancy Protection Act of
2006. Tomorrow in the House Judiciary
Committee we will hold a hearing. We
will have the opportunity to listen to a
victim, victims who have been forgot-
ten, victims who were engaged in
America’s warfare protecting America
in the 1940s and 1950s, when they
worked around nuclear radioactive ma-
terial, and were not told by the con-
tractors that they, in fact, were sub-
jecting themselves to radioactive im-
pact.

These families, these individuals,
some of whom lost their lives, were
never compensated. I know America
can do better. Tomorrow in front of our
committee, the Judiciary Committee,
Immigration Claims Committee, we
will have an opportunity to lay the
record to establish that this govern-
ment must respond to those brave
Americans who stood on the front
lines, providing the resources for our
warriors in World War II and the Ko-
rean War, and yet were never com-
pensated for their illness.

I do hope my colleagues will join me
in cosponsoring this legislation, push-
ing it quickly through the committee,
through the committee, and ensuring
that Americans are protected against
this devastating impact of working on
behalf of Americans and fighting on
the front lines by engaging and pro-
viding nuclear materials for the wars
that we were engaged in.

————

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.
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(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE
MILLER) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California
addressed the House. His remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

OMAN TRADE DEAL COMPROMISES
SECURITY OF U.S. PORTS

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Madam Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent to go out
of place and replace Congressman MIL-
LER.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Ohio is
recognized for 5 minutes.

There was no objection.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Only a couple of
weeks ago, during the same week when
the Senate rejected an increase in the
minimum wage, meaning that for 10
years there has not been a minimum
wage increase in this country, but
there have been six congressional pay
raises, that same week the TUnited
States Senate voted to approve a free
trade agreement with Oman.

This agreement compromises port se-
curity, just what the Bush administra-
tion had been prepared to do earlier
this year, with the Dubai Ports World
case. You see, the Oman FTA, Free
Trade Agreement, includes provisions
allowing companies from Oman to take
over land, so-called land-side port oper-
ations, operating the piers, loading and
unloading cargo, exactly the sorts of
things Dubai Ports World had sought
to do.

In the case of Dubai Ports World,
concerned legislators on both sides of
the aisle, Republicans and Democrats,
demanded that the Bush administra-
tion back down, demanded that the ad-
ministration block the deal, and ulti-
mately the foreign company gave up.
But the Oman Free Trade Agreement
would weaken our ability to protect
port security and actually allow it to
back-door its way into this country.

If we tried to block an Omani com-
pany’s control over critical port infra-
structure, the Omani Government
could sue us, could sue the United
States for violating this trade agree-
ment, and that case would not be heard
by a U.S. court with judges confirmed
by U.S.-elected officials and charged
with balancing the needs of trade and
the imperative security under U.S. law.
It would instead be heard by an
unelected, unaccountable, inter-
national tribunal whose mission is
trade promotion, not security enhance-
ment.

If we lost, the foreign ports takeover
would go ahead, despite our security
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