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front. So his concerns are well-founded 
and very much appreciated by this 
Member. 

There was great hope after the fall of 
the Wall, as I served on the German 
border during the Cold War era, that 
this would bring a new time for Eu-
rope, a time of prosperity and peace, 
the rule of law, democratic institu-
tions. And that’s why we continue to 
be frustrated by the current involve-
ment, because when there is peace and 
stability and the rule of law, the people 
prosper, people on both sides of the 
boundary lines. In this case the Esto-
nians and across the border, the Rus-
sians, they would both benefit from 
peaceful relations and coexistence. 

But we just can’t get there yet, and 
so that’s why I’m very appreciative of 
bringing this resolution because the de-
cision by the Estonian government to 
move the memorial, as the chairman 
said, probably not proper in his esti-
mation, I know that it can be said that 
it was done with dignity, with con-
sultation and moved to a place in a 
military cemetery and given all the re-
spects offered. 

But having said that, what a free and 
independent country, a decision it can 
make, doesn’t justify the result. Again, 
that’s why going back to the comments 
of, can’t we just forgive and can’t we 
just move forward, the great nations do 
not have to bully small neighbors. 
Great nations can stand side by side 
with their smaller allies and their 
neighbors to help them develop and 
grow. 

And what we see from the Russian 
Federation is just the opposite. We see 
them continually harass and bully 
their neighbors. Their neighbors have 
made choices that we expect free and 
democratic countries to be able to 
make, and just because the Russian 
Federation are unhappy with that it 
does not give them the right to bypass 
the rule of international law. 

So this issue, as has been discussed 
earlier, the result of the movement of 
the statue led to riots within Estonia 
by ethnic Russians and also problems 
in the capital of Moscow, and as Rank-
ing Member ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN said, 
any impartial observer would say that 
there was a move by the government to 
specifically not stop them, and there is 
great evidence that they helped en-
courage this ability to be thugs and 
bullies to ambassadors and government 
representatives of free and democratic 
countries. 

That’s why I’m very thankful that 
the committee seemed right to bring 
this resolution speedily to the floor. As 
cochair of the House Baltic Caucus, 
I’ve been heavily involved for 10 years 
with NATO expansion, the EU expan-
sion and the energy disputes. 

Estonia is one of our closest allies 
and friends in Europe. They have been 
an integral part in our war on terror in 
having troops in Afghanistan. 

That is why House Resolution 397 is 
so important. The U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives must stand with our Esto-

nian friends and refuse to let them be 
bullied by the Russian government. 
The intimidation that President Putin 
is using against our allies in Eastern 
Europe is simply unacceptable. 

Again, I’d like to thank the chairman 
for bringing this to the floor. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
have no further requests for time, and 
I yield back the balance of our time. 

Mr. LANTOS. Before yielding back 
our time, Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
call the attention of all of my col-
leagues to an upcoming open joint 
hearing of the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee and the Foreign Affairs 
Committee of the Russian Duma on 
June 21. This will be the first time in 
history that the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittees of these two parliaments will 
have met in joint session. 
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I very much hope, and I know my dis-
tinguished ranking member, ILEANA 
ROS-LEHTINEN, joins me in hoping, that 
we will have a meaningful and helpful 
dialogue with our Russian colleagues 
so that the current state of tension be-
tween Russia and the United States 
could somehow be diminished. 

We had high hopes when the Soviet 
Union collapsed over 15 years ago, but 
many recent statements by Mr. Putin 
and many actions by Russia, including 
the action that we have just heard de-
scribed against the free and democratic 
Republic of Estonia, fill us with a great 
deal of concern and anxiety. 

I urge all of my colleagues to attend 
this joint session of the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee and the Duma’s 
Foreign Affairs Committee in a few 
weeks in our hope that before the 
President and Mr. Putin meet in 
Kennebunkport we might have a legis-
lative opportunity of exploring can-
didly all of the issues that, at the mo-
ment, seem to divide us. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I am pleased to rise in support of H.R. 397, 
which condemns violence in Estonia and at-
tacks on that country’s embassies in 2007. It 
also expresses solidarity with the government 
and the people of Estonia. 

This past April 27, a crowd of more than 
1,000 pro-Russian demonstrators gathered in 
Tallin, the capital city of Estonia. The gath-
ering became unruly and riots broke out 
across the city. In the end, over 150 people 
were injured and one person died from stab 
wounds. 

On May 2, the Estonian Ambassador was 
physically attacked by protesters during an of-
ficial press conference. That same day, the 
Swedish Ambassador to Russia was assaulted 
when he left the Estonian Embassy in Mos-
cow. 

Since the initial riots in Tallin, this wave of 
violence continued, and the Estonian Govern-
ment has reported other coordinated attacks 
against its embassies in Helsinki, Oslo, Co-
penhagen, Stockholm, Riga, Prague, and 
Kiev, among other cities. The Estonian Gov-
ernment, with the assistance of NATO, has 
been investigating cyber attacks against the 
government’s website, as well as against the 
computer systems of political parties, banks, 

and media organizations. The Estonian Gov-
ernment estimates that these attacks have 
cost the targets tens of millions of euros. 

Estonia is a well respected member of 
NATO and the European Union. These inci-
dents of violence have been condemned by a 
host of European institutions. The European 
Commission and NATO have expressed their 
solidarity with Estonia and urged Russia to re-
spect its obligations under the Vienna Conven-
tion on Diplomatic Relations. 

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate that this 
House also express its disapproval of the un-
justified attacks against Estonia. I urge my col-
leagues to join me in supporting this resolu-
tion, which denounces violence in Estonia and 
attacks against its embassies, while also ex-
pressing solidarity with the government and 
people of the great nation of Estonia. 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I urge all 
of my colleagues to support this legis-
lation, and I yield back the balance of 
our time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
LANTOS) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 397, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this question will be 
postponed. 

f 

EXPRESSING GRATITUDE TO HER 
MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH II 
AND HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS, 
PRINCE PHILIP, DUKE OF EDIN-
BURGH, FOR THEIR STATE VISIT 
TO THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. TANNER. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 412) expressing grati-
tude to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 
and His Royal Highness, Prince Philip, 
Duke of Edinburgh, for their State 
Visit to the United States and re-
affirming the friendship that exists be-
tween the United States and the 
United Kingdom, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 412 

Whereas Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 
and His Royal Highness Prince Philip, Duke 
of Edinburgh, traveled to the United States 
for a State Visit from May 3 to May 8, 2007, 
celebrating the special relationship that ex-
ists between the United States and the 
United Kingdom; 

Whereas the United States and the United 
Kingdom enjoy a trans-Atlantic friendship 
sustained by a commitment to democratic 
traditions, liberty, and the spread of free-
dom, as well as common economic and cul-
tural foundations; 
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Whereas in a rapidly changing world, 

Queen Elizabeth II has been a force of sta-
bility and constancy and has provided inspi-
ration to the world in times both peaceful 
and tumultuous; and 

Whereas Queen Elizabeth II and Prince 
Philip serve as ambassadors for the British 
people and the goodwill engendered by their 
visit serves as a reminder, for the people of 
the United States and the United Kingdom 
alike, of our joint values and priorities: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives is deeply appreciative of the State 
Visit recently conducted by Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II and His Royal Highness, 
Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, and cele-
brates the State Visit as having been an oc-
casion to reaffirm the value and depth of the 
friendship that exists between the United 
States and the United Kingdom. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. TANNER) and the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Tennessee. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. TANNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on the resolution 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. TANNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 

support of this resolution, and I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Two hundred and thirty years ago, 
Americans threw off the yoke of the 
British monarch with much fanfare, as 
everyone knows. But, since then, the 
American people have celebrated the 
royals, and they have watched and ob-
served the demeanor of the royal fam-
ily of Great Britain throughout the 
years. As a matter of fact, we gave a 
coveted film award to a woman por-
traying the Queen just not long ago. 

But, anyway, a few short weeks ago, 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II and His 
Royal Highness Prince Philip, Duke of 
Edinburgh, were greeted by enormous 
crowds visiting the United States. This 
was the Queen’s fourth State visit fol-
lowing previous visits in 1991, 1976 and 
first in 1957. 

Her most recent trip was highlighted 
by her commemoration of the 400th an-
niversary of the founding of James-
town, the first permanent English set-
tlement in the New World. When 108 
London entrepreneurs set sail on or-
ders from King James I to settle Vir-
ginia, that would set the stage for one 
of the most, if not the most, successful 
and lasting alliance in modern history. 

The Queen praised such historic links 
and bonds of friendship between our 
two countries when she was here and 
referred to the fact that our relation-
ship has been built on a shared com-
mitment to democratic traditions and 
liberty. 

During her visit, she also noted, as 
well, our shared future. Just as the set-

tlers of 1607 set out to discover a new 
world, researchers on both sides of the 
Atlantic are now seeking to explore 
new frontiers in medicine and space. 
This collaboration between British and 
American scientists is invaluable. 

The Queen has served tirelessly as an 
ambassador for the British people, and 
she has led her country through times 
of prosperity as well as times of tur-
moil. It is for these reasons and others 
that I am delighted to support this res-
olution. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I thank the gentleman from Arkan-
sas (Mr. BOOZMAN) for authoring the 
resolution before us; and I rise in sup-
port of his resolution, 412, which ex-
presses gratitude to Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II and His Royal Highness 
Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, for 
their recent state visit to the United 
States and reaffirms the friendship 
that exists between the United States 
and the United Kingdom. Queen Eliza-
beth’s visit reminded us of the shared 
values that underpin the unique friend-
ship and partnership of the United 
States and the United Kingdom. 

The extent to which the United 
States and the United Kingdom today 
share common goals in their foreign 
and defense policies as well is also 
quite remarkable. There is no other bi-
lateral relationship that the United 
States has with another country that 
is routinely referred to as ‘‘the special 
relationship.’’ 

In the time that Queen Elizabeth has 
reigned, more than half a century, 
America and Britain have continually 
strengthened their partnership and col-
laborated on threats to world peace 
and security, both large and small. 
That important collaboration con-
tinues today, as President Bush noted 
in his remarks in the dinner he held at 
the White House in the Queen’s honor, 
when he stated the following: ‘‘to-
gether we are supporting young democ-
racies in Iraq and Afghanistan . . . con-
fronting global challenges such as pov-
erty and disease and terrorism, and to-
gether we’re working to build a world 
in which more people can enjoy pros-
perity and security and peace.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I should note as well 
the significance of how closely the 
economies of the United States and the 
United Kingdom are linked. The United 
Kingdom is the fourth largest market 
for exports, such exports totaling more 
than $36 billion in the year 2004 alone. 
Just as significant, the United States 
and the United Kingdom are each oth-
er’s biggest foreign investors. 

This resolution gives us an oppor-
tunity to reflect upon the strength and 
the value of a trans-Atlantic relation-
ship that has proven critical to safe-
guarding the community of democ-
racies in Europe and, indeed, through-
out the world. 

I encourage my colleagues to support 
this resolution, expressing appreciation 

to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth and 
Prince Philip for their recent visit and 
the bonds that tie our two nations to-
gether. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he 
may consume to the author of the reso-
lution, Mr. BOOZMAN of Arkansas. 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to support this bill that ex-
presses our appreciation to Her Maj-
esty Queen Elizabeth II and His Royal 
Highness, Prince Philip, Duke of Edin-
burgh, for visiting the United States 
over the last month. 

Over the course of her lifetime and 
during her 55 years on the throne, 
Queen Elizabeth has played a vital role 
in the United Kingdom’s successes 
through her strong leadership in diplo-
macy. She has been a great source of 
stability for her nation. 

During times of peace and times of 
unrest, Queen Elizabeth and Prince 
Philip have displayed amazing courage 
and have inspired the world commu-
nity. The relationship between the 
United States and the United Kingdom 
is a special one. The Americans and 
British have been working together for 
generations, furthering the deep-rooted 
commitment each country has for 
peace and security. 

I would like to thank Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II and Prince Philip 
for reaffirming the trans-Atlantic 
friendship between our two countries 
with their visit last month to the 
United States. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill. 

b 1600 
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

have no further requests for time, and 
I yield back the balance of our time. 

Mr. TANNER. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further speakers, and I yield back the 
balance of our time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
TANNER) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 412, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CALLING ON THE GOVERNMENT 
OF CHINA TO STOP GENOCIDE 
AND VIOLENCE IN DARFUR, 
SUDAN 
Mr. TANNER. Mr. Speaker, I move to 

suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 422) calling on the Gov-
ernment of the People’s Republic of 
China to use its unique influence and 
economic leverage to stop genocide and 
violence in Darfur, Sudan. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 422 

Whereas since the conflict in Darfur, 
Sudan began in 2003, hundreds of thousands 
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