June 12, 2007

WILSON of the Subcommittee on Work-
force Protections. This bill represents
an important first step in improving
working conditions for our Nation’s
youth, and I urge all Members to sup-
port the legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
2637, the Child Labor Protection Act of
2007, and I encourage my colleagues to
do the same. I appreciate the work of
Chairman MILLER and Chairwoman
WOOLSEY, as well as the gentleman
from California (Mr. MCKEON) and the
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr.
WILSON) in crafting this legislation.

There is no one more vulnerable in
our workforce than its youngest mem-
bers. While the employment of young
workers is essential to instilling in
them the work ethic and the value of a
dollar, their collective safety must be
the highest priority of our Nation’s
employers and, indeed, the Nation as a
whole.

With this in mind, the measure be-
fore us would amend the Fair Labor
Standards Act by increasing to $50,000
the civil penalty for any type of child
labor violation that causes a death or
serious injury of an employee under
the age of 18. The current maximum
civil penalty is $11,000, and it is low by
any reasonable estimation. So this up-
date is both prudent and necessary.

Moreover, the legislation would allow
the $50,000 penalty to be doubled up to
a maximum of $100,000 for the willful
and repeat violations that cause the
death or serious injury of any child em-
ployed in violation of the Federal child
labor standards. Once again, such an
increase is both prudent and necessary.

The measure before us is essential for
the continuation of the Department of
Labor’s ongoing focus on workplace
safety for youth, and I commend Presi-
dent Bush for his work in this issue.

Earlier this year, the Department
submitted draft legislation similar to
H.R. 2637, and before that, the Depart-
ment proposed new labor standards
rules to cover nonagricultural occupa-
tions for employment of 14- and 15-
year-olds, as well as occupations that
place the well-being of employees
under 18 years of age at risk.

Mr. Speaker, we are making undeni-
able, bipartisan progress on updating
our child labor laws. As the Bush ad-
ministration continues its work, the
Child Labor Protection Act would pro-
vide it with additional tools to address
serious child labor violations, decrease
repeat occurrences and strengthen the
overall enforcement of critical child
labor laws.

Again, I thank my colleagues for
their work on this measure and urge
passage of this bill in the House.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

MR. HARE. Mr. Speaker at this time
I am honored to yield such time as she
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may consume to the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. WOOLSEY), the sponsor
of this very important piece of legisla-
tion.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Illinois and thank
our ranking member for making this
possible this morning.

As a member of the Committee on
Education and Labor and as Chair of
the Subcommittee on Workforce Pro-
tections, I truly am proud to have
brought H.R. 2637 to the floor today.

The Child Labor Protection Act of
2007 is a narrowly drafted, bipartisan
bill that increases penalties substan-
tially for violations of child labor pro-
tection provisions that actually cause
death or serious injury. Although this
legislation does not make the imposi-
tion of penalties mandatory, it leaves
the decision of whether or not to assess
penalties up to the Secretary of Labor,
and it provides the Department with an
additional enforcement tool to address
the most serious labor violations.

There is much more that must be
done, Mr. Speaker, to strengthen our
child labor laws, but this bill is a small
first step. It is a beginning.

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee. Mr.
Speaker, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. HARE)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 2637.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF FATHERS IN THE
HEALTHY DEVELOPMENT OF
CHILDREN

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 474) recognizing the im-
measurable contributions of fathers in
the healthy development of children,
supporting responsible fatherhood, and
encouraging greater involvement of fa-
thers in the lives of their children, es-
pecially on Father’s Day.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 474

Whereas fathers factor significantly in the
lives of children;

Whereas fathers play an important role in
teaching their children life lessons and pre-
paring them to succeed in school and in life;

Whereas children with involved fathers are
more likely to do well in school, have a bet-
ter sense of well-being, and have fewer be-
havioral problems;

Whereas supportive fathers promote the
positive physical, social, emotional, and
mental development of children;

Whereas promoting responsible fatherhood
can help increase the chances that children
will grow up with two caring parents;
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Whereas, when fathers are actively in-
volved in the upbringing of children, the
children demonstrate greater self-control
and a greater ability to take initiative;

Whereas responsible fatherhood can help
reduce child poverty;

Whereas responsible fatherhood strength-
ens families and communities; and

Whereas Father’s Day is the third Sunday
in June: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) commends the millions of fathers who
serve as a wonderful, caring parent for their
children;

(2) calls on fathers across the United
States to use Father’s Day to reconnect and
rededicate themselves to their children’s
lives, to spend Father’s Day with their chil-
dren, and to express their love and support
for their children;

(3) urges men to understand the level of re-
sponsibility fathering a child requires, espe-
cially in the encouragement of the moral,
academic, and spiritual development of chil-
dren; and

(4) encourages active involvement of fa-
thers in the rearing and development of their
children, including the devotion of time, en-
ergy, and resources.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. HARE) and the gentleman
from Tennessee (Mr. DAVID DAVIS) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize
the immeasurable contributions of fa-
thers in the lives of children, especially
as we prepare to celebrate Father’s
Day this Sunday, June 17. While the
amount of time a father spends with
his child can be quantified, the total
contribution to his child’s healthy de-
velopment cannot. Children with in-
volved fathers tend to do better in
school, have fewer behavioral problems
and demonstrate greater self-control.

Supportive fathers also promote the
positive physical, social, emotional,
and mental development of their chil-
dren. Responsible fatherhood can in-
crease the chances children will grow
up with two caring parents. Addition-
ally, it can lead to reduction in child
poverty and strengthen families as well
as communities.

So as we come upon Father’s Day, we
would like to recognize and thank the
fathers throughout this country who
play an active role in the lives of their
children.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
pass House Resolution 474, recognizing
the contributions of fathers in the
healthy development of children, sup-
porting responsible fatherhood and en-
couraging greater involvement of fa-
thers in the lives of their children.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee. Mr.
Speaker, as a proud father of two, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of House Resolution 474, recognizing
the immeasurable contribution of fa-
thers in the healthy development of
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children, supporting responsible father-
hood, and encouraging greater involve-
ment of fathers in the lives of their
children, especially on Father’s Day.

William Shakespeare wrote, ‘It is a
wise father that knows his own child.”
The truism of these words is exceed-
ingly relevant today. The presence of
two committed, involved parents con-
tributes directly to better academic
performance, reduced substance abuse,
less crime and delinquency, fewer emo-
tional and other behavioral problems,
less risk of abuse and neglect and lower
risk of teen suicide.

The research is clear: Fathers factor
significantly in the lives of their chil-
dren. There is simply no substitute for
the love, involvement and commitment
of a responsible father.

The fathers of yesteryear thought
that merely being a good provider
meant that they were good fathers. Fa-
thers today have the responsibility to
set aside quality time for their chil-
dren in ways that may contribute to
happy memories that last a lifetime.
Fathers realize that their time with
children is really an investment in
them.

Being an involved father is good for
children and good for fathers. And
while each father is a unique person
who parents in his own way and style,
there are some characteristics that
good fathers have in common. Good fa-
thers are involved in the lives of their
children. They attend their children’s
school events, games and activities.
They also involve their children in
their lives and the adult world by tak-
ing them to see the workplace, taking
them along when the car needs to be
repaired or involving them in decisions
that affect the family.
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Good fathers set limits and are firm.
They let their children know their be-
liefs and expectations but rely on ex-
planations and reasoning rather than
force. Indeed, today’s lifestyles are
changing. More and more fathers are
effectively balancing their personal,
work, and family times. Both children
and fathers are realizing the impor-
tance of the father’s role, and there are
ever-increasing amounts of research
being conducted on the father’s role in
today’s families. These findings docu-
ment the importance of the father’s
role, the profound influence of fathers
in children’s growth and development,
and the characteristics that good fa-
thers have in common.

Fathers play a significant role in
shaping the character of their children.
By spending time with their sons and
daughters, being stern yet fair dis-
ciplinarians, and listening to their ex-
periences, fathers mold and shape their
children into the men and women they
will become. As advisers and role mod-
els, fathers help their children to un-
derstand the difference between right
and wrong and to recognize how the de-
cisions they make today can affect the
rest of their lives. Fathers instill im-
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portant values that prepare their chil-
dren for the challenges and opportuni-
ties ahead by demonstrating true lead-
ership. Their love and devotion inspire
the future generation of Americans to
achieve their dreams and demonstrate
the true spirit of our country.

A father is one of the most important
influences in a child’s life. On Father’s
Day and every day, we honor our fa-
thers and celebrate the special bond be-
tween a father and a child. I am hon-
ored to rise today in support of this
resolution and in honoring all of our
fathers for the roles that they play and
for the love they give.

I ask my colleagues to support this
resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, I request 5
legislative days during which Members
may insert materials relevant to House
Resolution 474 into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, I yield such
time as he may consume to a member
of the House Education and Labor
Committee, my good friend, Represent-
ative DAVIS from Illinois.

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. First of all, I
want to thank my colleague, the gen-
tleman from Illinois, for yielding time,
and I also want to commend him for
the tremendous leadership that he con-
tinues to play, even as a new Member
of Congress.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of H. Res. 474 and take this opportunity
to congratulate all of my colleagues
who hold the honor and privilege of fa-
therhood. It is widely understood and
acknowledged that the benefits of an
actively involved father in the lives of
children not only helps but plays a
vital role in the formation of success-
ful youth and in the development of
contributing members of society. It
should come as no surprise that, ac-
cording to the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services, fatherless
children are at a dramatically greater
risk of drug and alcohol abuse. We
know that fatherless children are twice
as likely to drop out of school. Just
over 41 percent of fatherless families
with children are poor, while only 7
percent of children headed by a mar-
ried couple are considered poor. Fur-
thermore, over two-thirds of mother-
only families live twice below the pov-
erty line.

Our work today and our work in Con-
gress should not only focus on ac-
knowledging fatherhood but it should
focus on empowering fathers to have
the capabilities and incentives to be
more responsible for their children.
Barriers to employment, such as a lack
of high school or college degree, as well
as criminal histories and substance
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abuse, all contribute to the lack of fa-
thers in the household and the lack of
a regular source of income and the
ability to contribute to the family. It
is not enough to fill this room with
words. The only way to improve the
ever-increasing number of families
without fathers is through targeting
the problems that fathers face by going
to the source. One way of doing this is
through support of the Responsible Fa-
therhood and Healthy Families Act.
Removing employment barriers for
noncustodial parents, which mostly
tend to be fathers, would be of tremen-
dous benefit. By funding grants to pro-
mote reasonable fatherhood, we are di-
rectly promoting the futures of inno-
cent children while concurrently
strengthening the family.

Social scientists have for years de-
bated the role of the father in the fam-
ily. It is consistently among the top in-
terest of psychologists. Leading profes-
sionals indicate that fathers provide
role models for their sons to learn how
to be a man, whereas girls need fathers
to learn how to relate to a man in sig-
nificant ways. Fathers also tend to
constrain and correct violent and anti-
social behavior better than anyone
else, as well as challenge and promote
such characteristics as independence,
assertiveness, and achievement. But
this is not a new phenomenon. George
Herbert, the famous medieval poet and
orator, understood. He said that one fa-
ther is more than a hundred school-
masters. How true that word is today.

I conclude, Mr. Speaker, by remem-
bering the fact that every year I give
away scholarships, money that we go
out and kind of find for kids to go to
college. And on the form, there is an
application that says, put down the
name of your mother and father, what
they do. I must confess that I have
been most disheartened, because in
some instances children have written
on the application form, DNA, meaning
that the name of the father does not
apply. In some instances they have
even written ‘“‘unknown.’” Or in other
instances they have written ‘‘irrele-
vant.” Or ‘“‘does not matter.” If we are
to strengthen families, if we are to
strengthen our society, then we must
find a way to help so many of the indi-
viduals who have been out of the pic-
ture to cop back in and take on their
responsible role of fatherhood.

I thank the gentleman again from Il-
linois for yielding time. I thank you,
Mr. Speaker. And I also use this mo-
ment to say thank you to my own fa-
ther who died 2 years ago, 92 years old.
Much of the reason that I stand here
today is because of him.

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee. Mr.
Speaker, I would like to yield as much
time as he may consume to my good
friend and fellow Tennessean, Mr. DUN-
CAN.

Mr. DUNCAN. I want to first thank
the gentleman from Tennessee for
yielding me this time. I want to also
commend the gentleman from North
Carolina (Mr. MCINTYRE) for bringing
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this resolution before us today and
commend all of the cosponsors, Mr.
DAVIS and others.

Mr. Speaker, some people might
think this is an insignificant resolu-
tion. I think there is probably very lit-
tle that we could talk about today that
would be more important than father-
hood and the important role it plays in
the life of this Nation. This was
brought home to me most vividly in
January 1981 when I became judge of
the criminal court in Knox County,
Tennessee, trying felony criminal
cases, the murders, rapes, armed rob-
beries, the most serious cases. I was
told that first day by Gary Tullock,
the chief probation counselor for east
Tennessee, 16 counties in east Ten-
nessee, that 98 percent of the defend-
ants in felony cases came from father-
absent households. I'm not sure that it
is quite that high, but I know it’s well
over 90 percent. It’s the entire crime
problem.

I hasten to say that I know many
good people have come from father-ab-
sent households, but I also know that
children cannot raise themselves. And
because 96 or 97 percent of the people
plead guilty in criminal cases and then
apply for probation, I went through
over 10,000 cases in the 7% years that I
served as judge. I cannot tell you how
many times I read over and over and
over and over again: ‘“‘Defendant’s fa-
ther left home to get pack of cigarettes
and never came back.” ‘‘Defendant’s
father left home when defendant was 2
and never returned.”

And so I can say this, that father-ab-
sent households not only are the root
of our crime problem, all the things
like drugs and alcohol and all of that
come secondary. I know there are ex-
ceptions to everything that you say,
but we need to get into the minds of
our young people and teach them how
important it is that fathers don’t
desert their children as so many mil-
lions of fathers have unfortunately
over the years and have gone out of the
lives of their children much to the det-
riment of those young people and to
the detriment of this Nation.

I support this resolution and I com-
mend all of those who have brought
this to the floor today.
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Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, I yield such
time as he may consume to the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. MCIN-
TYRE).

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, I am
honored to rise today in strong support
of H. Res. 474, recognizing the immeas-
urable contributions of fathers in the
healthy development of children, sup-
porting responsible fatherhood, and en-
couraging greater involvement of fa-
thers in the lives of our children, espe-
cially on this coming Father’s Day.

I want to thank Chairman GEORGE
MILLER, Ranking Member MCKEON, and
all of the members on the Education
and Labor Committee. And I would like
to thank Mr. HARE for supporting this

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

resolution and helping to bring it to
the floor this week. I also want to
thank the staff of the National Father-
hood Initiative for their assistance
with this resolution and their tireless
efforts on a year-around basis to pro-
mote responsible fatherhood across
this great Nation.

Father’s Day was first conceived in
1909 by Sonora Dodd in Spokane, Wash-
ington. In 1966, President Lyndon John-
son issued a Presidential proclamation
designating the third Sunday in June
as Father’s Day. And in 1972, President
Richard Nixon signed a public law
making that public designation perma-
nent.

Here in Congress I am grateful we
have an opportunity to have a task
force on fatherhood promotion that
also works on a year-round basis with
the National Fatherhood Initiative and
with many Members of Congress on a
bipartisan basis to support the positive
initiatives of involving fathers in their
children’s lives and honoring those fa-
thers on a national basis who have
been upheld for making a difference in
children’s lives everywhere.

This is a task force that Congress-
man JOE PITTS and I started 11 years
ago when we first came to Congress,
and I am thrilled that over the last
decade and past year that it has gone
well, and we have an opportunity each
year to come to the floor with a resolu-
tion such as this one.

This Sunday, June 17, Americans will
celebrate Father’s Day once again. We
use this day to honor the contributions
made by the estimated 64.3 million fa-
thers in the United States. We also use
this day to encourage all fathers to re-
flect on the responsibility fathering a
child requires and the importance of
their involvement in the lives of their
children.

With two sons of my own, Joshua and
Stephen, who have been here often on
this floor, I know firsthand the rewards
and responsibilities of being a father;
and I am grateful, indeed, to my own
father, Dr. Douglas MclIntyre, back
home in Lumberton, North Carolina,
for his impact upon my life.

It is only appropriate that Father’s
Day be a tribute, that we here in the
U.S. House of Representatives pass this
resolution in recognition of the con-
tributions of fathers everywhere. I
strongly encourage all of my col-
leagues to support this.

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee. Mr.
Speaker, in honor of my own father,
Lawrence Davis, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, I just want
to briefly close by saying something
about my own father.

As the gentleman from Tennessee
was talking about his dad, I have three
sisters, and I can remember my dad
having to work three jobs to make ends
meet for our family. I wouldn’t be here
today if it weren’t for him. I miss him
terribly. He has been gone a number of
years, but today, as we honor fathers, I
remember him and thank him.
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One thing my dad did every night
when we had dinner, when he could
make it, was to tell a joke to my three
sisters and myself. He said this world is
such a serious place to live in, every
now and then you need to laugh and
smile. I remember that each and every
day. I hope my father gave me sense of
humor that sometimes people find a
little annoying.

Mr. WELLER of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in strong support of H. Res. 474. As we
approach Father's Day weekend, it is appro-
priate for us to recognize the importance of fa-
thers in the lives of their children. Children
who live with their fathers do better in school,
are less likely to use drugs or engage in other
criminal behavior, and are less likely to experi-
ence health, emotional, or behavioral prob-
lems. In so many ways, involved fathers pro-
vide needed support for their children and
serve as role models as they develop.

Unfortunately, too many children today do
not live with or even frequently see their fa-
thers. This has forced millions of young moth-
ers across the Nation to single-handedly raise
their children, struggling to provide them with
the love and support needed to succeed in to-
day’s world. It is a sad reality that for millions
of children, their mother has to play the role of
both mom and dad, a task that is not only dif-
ficult for the mother but which despite her ef-
forts far too often results in that child living in
poverty, among other challenges.

To help address this situation, the 1996 wel-
fare reform law included promoting marriage
and family formation and the maintenance of
two-parent families as key purposes of welfare
programs.

Under the direction of the Ways and Means
Committee on which | serve, legislation reau-
thorizing the 1996 welfare reform law in the
last Congress included specific funding for
healthy marriage and fatherhood grant pro-
grams to improve the well-being of children.
These fatherhood grants were designed to
promote responsible fatherhood by funding
projects developed by public, private, and
often faith-based groups to help fathers estab-
lish positive relationships with their children
and the children’s mothers, improve job skills,
increase child support payments, and promote
marriage among parents. Activities can include
counseling, mentoring, providing information
about the benefits of marriage and two-parent
involvement for children and the prevention of
domestic violence and child abuse, financial
planning seminars, and education on good
parenting practices.

Last October, the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services announced $119 million
in awards to 225 grantees for promotion of
healthy marriages and responsible fatherhood.
These grants are designed to make a dif-
ference in the lives of children, fathers, and
families by supporting groups already at work
trying to help men become better fathers.

As we honor our own fathers this week, we
should also thank those who are working
every day to help more men become better fa-
thers. The last Congress took concrete steps
to support them. In the congressional district |
represent, a recent fatherhood event took
place that is described in the June 11 Catholic
News Service article, provided below. As ef-
forts such as this and those supported by the
recent Federal grants take hold, we will be
watching for evidence that more children are
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spending every day, and not just Father’'s Day,

with an involved and supportive father.

[From the Catholic News Service, June 11,

2007]

FATHERS’ INVOLVEMENT KEY IN LIVES OF
CHILDREN, SAYS CATHOLIC CHARITIES CON-
FERENCE

(By Paul Storer)

JOLIET, IL. (CNS).—A convicted drug deal-
er, 28-year-old Exulam Holman knows his ac-
tions have caused pain to those closest to
him. The father of three young children,
former gang member and ex-addict was re-
leased three months ago from prison. Today,
he is desperately trying to put his life in
order.

Holman’s painstaking quest to reclaim his
life spurred him to take part in a fatherhood
conference sponsored by Catholic Charities
of the Diocese of Joliet. ‘I want to make
things right for my kids,” he told the Catho-
lic Explorer, Joliet diocesan newspaper, dur-
ing the June 2 event.

“I've messed up,” he said. “‘But I've asked
God to help me. I have to get myself right
with God.”

About 100 people attended the third annual
conference, aimed at getting fathers more
involved in the lives of their children, said
Ronald Roseboro, site supervisor of early
childhood services for Catholic Charities and
coordinator of the event.

Fathers of children in the agency’s early
childhood programs were encouraged to at-
tend the gathering, said Roseboro. Other fa-
thers from Joliet and surrounding commu-
nities were also invited to attend.

The presence of two nurturing parents
minimizes the possibility their children will
abuse drugs or alcohol, join gangs or involve
themselves in other dangerous situations,
said Roseboro. A father’s leadership and
guidance has a definite impact on his chil-
dren’s lives, he continued. ‘‘It’s like dropping
a pebble into a pond and watching the ripples
it makes.”

Guest speakers from diverse backgrounds
led various workshops during the conference.

A father of five, Rev. Eugene Fears, pastor
of Joliet’s Redeem Church of God in Christ,
spoke of healthy relationships. The no-non-
sense preacher relied on his own experiences
to build a case for sound communication and
devotion between spouses.

“A commitment pushes through adver-
sity,” he told conference participants. He
urged the men to ‘‘learn to make adjust-
ments’” and to avoid ‘‘self-centered’” atti-
tudes. “We need to learn to give of our-
selves,” Rev. Fears said.

Fathers who leave and don’t compensate
their families are often called ‘‘deadbeat
dads,” but the reality is they are often sim-
ply ‘‘dead broke,” Warren Cottrell, director
of the Joliet branch of the Illinois Child Sup-
port Enforcement program, said in an inter-
view with the Explorer. He was on hand to
field questions from participants during the
conference.

Most fathers understand their responsibil-
ities. They choose to turn their backs on
their families, however, when they realize
they cannot adequately provide for them.
“It’s the male ego,” said Cottrell.

Applauding Catholic Charities for broach-
ing the topic with the conference, the admin-
istrator noted that fathers must be encour-
aged to do the right thing.

Cottrell said the welfare system in Illinois
has many cracks. Jobless fathers are leaving
their families so mothers can qualify for
government aid. There are countless pro-
grams for single mothers in need of assist-
ance. At the. same time, government pro-
grams need to be created to educate fathers
and provide them with skills to remain with
their families, he said.
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Darnell Terrell’s children participate in
the Catholic Charities Head Start program
at St. John’s Head Start Center in Joliet.
The owner of a disc-jockey business and fa-
ther of six praised the other men who at-
tended the conference. ‘It takes a real man
to listen to others about fatherhood respon-
sibilities.”

Kenneth White and Donald Waddell,
human services consultants and family coun-
selors, shared startling statistics compiled
by the National Fatherhood Initiative during
their workshop. The findings highlight the
fact that the absence of fathers has a serious
effect on families.

More than 70 percent of teens who have
committed homicide grew up without fa-
thers. Approximately 60 percent of rapists
were raised in fatherless homes. Three out of
four teen suicides occur in single-parent
families. And the list goes on and on, they
said.

Substance abuse fuels domestic problems
that work to break families apart, according
to the two experts in the field. Presenting a
workshop on the effects of addiction on fa-
therhood, White and Waddell described the
impact that narcotics and alcohol have on
the family unit and discussed some proven
methods for combating the problem.

Addiction among parents needs to be ad-
dressed and curbed, Waddell told the Ex-
plorer, because children of parents who abuse
drugs often become addicted themselves dur-
ing adolescence and later in life. “We want
to break that cycle,” he said.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. HARE)
that the House suspend the rules and
agree to the resolution, H. Res. 474.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

———

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF NATIONAL INTERNET
SAFETY MONTH

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 455) supporting
the goals and ideals of National Inter-
net Safety Month, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 455

Whereas, on May 16, 2007, the United States
Senate passed a resolution designating June
2007 as ‘‘National Internet Safety Month’’;

Whereas there are more than 1,000,000,000
Internet users worldwide;

Whereas, in the United States, 35,000,000
children in kindergarten through grade 12
have Internet access;

Whereas approximately 80 percent of the
children of the United States in grades 5
through 12 are online for at least 1 hour per
week;

Whereas approximately 41 percent of stu-
dents in grades 5 through 12 do not share
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with their parents what they do on the Inter-
net;

Whereas approximately 24 percent of stu-
dents in grades 5 through 12 have hidden
their online activities from their parents;

Whereas approximately 31 percent of the
students in grades 5 through 12 have the skill
to circumvent Internet filter software;

Whereas 61 percent of the students admit
to using the Internet unsafely or inappropri-
ately;

Whereas 20 percent of middle school and
high school students have met face-to-face
with someone they first met online;

Whereas 23 percent of students know some-
one who has been bullied online;

Whereas 56 percent of parents feel that on-
line bullying of children is an issue that
needs to be addressed;

Whereas 47 percent of parents feel that
their ability to monitor and shelter their
children from inappropriate material on the
Internet is limited; and

Whereas 61 percent of parents want to be
more personally involved with Internet safe-
ty: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of recog-
nizing National Internet Safety Month;

(2) recognizes that National Internet Safe-
ty Month provides the citizens of the United
States with an opportunity to learn more
about—

(A) the dangers of the Internet; and

(B) the importance of being safe and re-
sponsible online;

(3) commends and recognizes national and
community organizations for—

(A) promoting awareness of the dangers of
the Internet; and

(B) providing information and training
that develops critical thinking and decision-
making skills that are needed to use the
Internet safely; and

(4) calls on parents, educators, Internet
safety organizations, law enforcement, com-
munity leaders, and volunteers to increase
their efforts to raise the level of awareness
for the need for online safety in the United
States.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. BUTTERFIELD) and
the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
STEARNS) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from North Carolina.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the resolution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, June is National Inter-
net Safety Month, and the resolution
before us today highlights this designa-
tion. As a member of the Commerce,
Trade and Consumer Protection Sub-
committee of the Energy and Com-
merce Committee, I want to commend
the gentlewoman from Illinois (Ms.
BEAN) for introducing this resolution
and for her efforts to protect our chil-
dren from the lurking dangers on the
Internet.
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