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record in the basement of the Big East
to an elite football program near the
top of the BCS standings. And Coach
Schiano has received national recogni-
tion as the coach of the year, as well as
Big East honors as coach of the year.

Mr. Speaker, also deserving of rec-
ognition are university president Rich-
ard McCormick and Rutgers athletic
director Bob Mulcahy. During their
tenure, Rutgers athletics, particularly
the football program, has reached a
high standard athletically and aca-
demically. The American Football
Coaches Association has recognized
Rutgers football for a high level of aca-
demic achievement among student ath-
letes. Additionally, Rutgers student
athletes have played a large role in the
community by becoming involved with
toy drives, hospital visits, and blood
drives.

Mr. Speaker, the hard work, dedica-
tion, and teamwork exhibited by the
Rutgers football program embodies the
highest traditions of scholar athletes
and serves as an inspiration to all New
Jerseyans.

And once again I would like to con-
gratulate the entire Rutgers athletic
program and the university as a whole
for this remarkable achievement. I
look forward to cheering them to even
greater success in the future ‘‘in that
noisy college town on the banks of the
old Raritan.”

————

THE WAR IN IRAQ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. PAUL) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, Saddam
Hussein is dead. So are 3,000 Ameri-
cans. The regime in Iraq has been
changed; yet victory will not be de-
clared. Not only does the war go on; it
is about to escalate. Obviously, the
turmoil in Iraq is worse than ever and
most Americans no longer are willing
to tolerate the costs, both human and
economic, associated with this war.

We have been in Iraq for 45 months.
Many more Americans have been killed
in Iraq than were killed in the first 45
months in Vietnam. I was in the U.S.
Air Force in 1965, and I remember well
when President Johnson announced a
troop surge in Vietnam to hasten vic-
tory. That war went on for another
decade. And by the time we finally fin-
ished that war and got out, 60,000
Americans had died. We obviously
should have gotten out 10 years sooner.
Troop surge then meant serious esca-
lation.

The election is over and Americans
have spoken: enough is enough. They
want the war ended and our troops
brought home. But the opposite is like-
ly to occur. With bipartisan support,
up to 50,000 troops may well be sent.
The goal no longer is to win. Now it is
simply to secure Baghdad. So much has
been spent with so little to show for it.

Who possibly benefits from esca-
lating chaos in Iraq? Neoconservatives
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unabashedly have written about how
chaos presents opportunities for pro-
moting their goals. Certainly Osama
bin Laden has benefited from the tur-
moil in Iraq, as have Iranian Shiites
who are now in a better position to
take control of southern Iraq.

Yes, Saddam Hussein is dead, and
only Sunnis mourn. The Shiites and
Kurds celebrate his death, as do the
Iranians and especially bin Laden, all
enemies of Saddam Hussein. We have
performed a tremendous service for
both bin Laden and Ahmadinejad, and
it will cost us plenty. The violent reac-
tion to our complicity in the execution
of Saddam Hussein is yet to come.

Three thousand American military
personnel are dead. More than 22,000
are wounded, and tens of thousands
will be psychologically traumatized by
their tours of duty in Iraq. Little con-
cern is given to the hundreds of thou-
sands of Iraqi civilians Kkilled in this
war. We have spent $400 billion so far
with no end in sight. This money we do
not have. It is all borrowed from coun-
tries like China that increasingly suc-
ceed in the global economy while we
drain wealth from our citizens through
heavy taxation and insidious inflation.
Our manufacturing base is now nearly
extinct. Where the additional U.S.
troops in Iraq will come from is any-
body’s guess, but surely they won’t be
redeployed from Japan, Korea, or Eu-
rope.

We at least must pretend that our
bankrupt empire is intact, but then
again, the Soviet empire appeared in-
tact in 1988. Some Members of Congress
intent on equitably distributing the
suffering among all Americans want to
bring back the draft. Administration
officials vehemently deny making any
concrete plans for a draft.

But why should we believe this? Look
what happened when so many believed
the reasons given for our preemptive
invasion of Iraq. Selective Service offi-
cials admit running a check of their
list of available young men. If the draft
is reinstated, we probably will include
young women as well to serve the God
of equality. Conscription is slavery,
plain and simple, and it was made ille-
gal under the 13th amendment, which
prohibits involuntary servitude. One
may well be killed as a military draft-
ee, which makes conscription a very
dangerous kind of enslavement.

Instead of testing the efficacy of the
Selective Service System and sending
more troops off to a war that we are
losing, we ought to revive our love of
liberty. We should repeal the Selective
Service Act. A free society should
never depend on compulsory conscrip-
tion to defend itself.

We get into trouble by not following
the precepts of liberty or obeying the
rule of law. Preemptive, undeclared
wars fought under false pretenses are a
road to disaster. If a full declaration of
war by Congress had been demanded as
the Constitution requires, this war
never would have been fought.

If we did not create credit out of thin
air, as the Constitution prohibits, we
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never would have convinced taxpayers
to support this war directly by in-
creased taxation. How long this finan-
cial charade can go on is difficult to
judge, but when the end comes, it will
not go unnoticed by any American.

————
[ 1400

THE MANDATE TO BRING THE
TROOPS HOME

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. AN-
DREWS). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. WOOLSEY) is recognized for
5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day all of my colleagues and I took the
oath of office as a Member of this great
House of Representatives, swearing to
support and to defend the Constitution
of the United States of America. I take
this responsibility very seriously.

I take my responsibility to my con-
stituents very seriously, and some-
times that means standing up to the
executive branch when I believe it is in
error, when it has gone too far or is
openly ignoring the wishes of the peo-
ple of America. This is what our found-
ing fathers expected of the Congress,
and, quite frankly, this is what the
American people expect from the Con-
gress.

Today I stand here and give my 174th
5-minute special order speech calling
for an end to this misguided occupation
in Iraq and calling on the President
and all of my colleagues to support our
troops by bringing them home. Al-
ready, over 3,000 American troops have
been killed in Iraq, at least 44,000 have
been wounded. Reports indicate that
anywhere from 40,000 to 100,000 Iraaqis,
it is probably more, have lost their
lives.

How many more families must
grieve? How many more children must
be orphaned? How many?

The voters sent a clear message on
November 7 that Congress must stand
up and say no more. The Iraq Study
Group also sent a message. I was clear
that the situation in Iraq is grave and
deteriorating. Even President Bush fi-
nally admitted last month that we are,
and he said, we are not winning in Iraq,
although he also said we are not losing.

Enough Washington double-speak. It
is time for action. How about a plan for
the future of Iraq from President Bush?
We have already spent nearly $400 bil-
lion on this occupation, and yet he is
asking for $127 billion more. We al-
ready have 130,000 troops on the
ground, and now we hear that he wants
to send even more. He is calling it a
surge. Let us be honest here, sending in
more troops to clean up the mess the
President has already made is an esca-
lation. Enough is enough. No more
fuzzy math, no more sloganeering, no
more troops dying, no more.

Soon I will introduce a comprehen-
sive package to bring our troops home
while supporting Iraqi sovereignty. I
urge my colleagues, please work with
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me to bring this real and workable bill
to the floor.

Mr. Speaker, the voters have de-
manded an end to President Bush’s oc-
cupation of Iraq. They don’t want more
talk, they want a real plan. They want
a plan that will bring our troops home.
This is our mandate, and this is the
oath we swore to yesterday.

HONORING ANATOLE MILUNAS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. SHIMKUS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, it is
great to be back in session and back in
Washington. I look forward to a very
interesting new Congress.

One of the great benefits of being a
Member is the opportunity to talk
about our national treasure, which is
our citizens. We just lost one who be-
came a good friend of mine, doesn’t
live in my Congressional district, is
from the state of Illinois, name of Tony
Milunas.

Now, Tony, is the story of a lot of
post World War II era emigres who
came from the former captive nations,
the former Eastern Bloc countries that
immigrated here, became active citi-
zens, not only supported this great
country, served in the military, but
also was very involved in the 50 years
of totalitarian ruling of the Eastern
Bloc countries and helped bring free-
dom to those countries. With that I am
going to give a little background on
Tony and mention how he was very im-
portant in my life.

Anatole Milunas, ‘“Tony,” as we
knew him, was born August 3, 1936 in
the City of Sauliai, Lithuania. During
World War II, he left Lithuania to es-
cape the second Soviet occupation and
the subsequent 50 years of terror. While
in exile in 1946, he finished high school
and began studying for a degree in
technology in Darmstadt, Germany.

After he immigrated to the United
States, he continued his schooling and
graduated with a bachelor’s degree
from the University of Illinois. During
the Korean War, he served in the
United States Army, stationed in Ger-
many as a translator and adviser to a
staff officer.

He actively participated in the presi-
dential election of President Ronald
Reagan and President George Herbert
Walker Bush, and has been a strong
supporter of the Illinois Republican
Party. From 1979 to 1985, he was a
chairman of the Lithuanian American
Republican National Federation, and
from 1994 to 2006, Mr. Milunas was the
chairman of the Lithuanian American
Republican League in Illinois.

He died December 23, 2006. He left a
widow, Dana, and two sons, Vytenis
and Rimas, two good Lithuanian
names, their families and many rel-
atives here in Lithuania as well as
friends and so many associates. He
leaves behind a lasting legacy.

Now, I met Tony way back in 1992
when he looked at the family name of
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politicians running for office, and my
colleagues here, who I have served with
for many years, know that I have fo-
cused some of my extra time on Baltic
issues, which is Estonia, Latvia and
Lithuania. Not because I have a strong
Baltic number of citizens in my dis-
trict, and, in fact, it is very little, but
Shimkus is ethnically Lithuanian.

Tony, seeing that name said, and
being Republican, says, oh, I found a
guy who will help me remember the
persecution of the Baltic countries and
help bring freedom, NATO enlarge-
ment, EU ascension to the Baltic coun-
tries.

He adopted me, in essence, and he en-
couraged me to not only be involved
here on the floor, but really be in-
volved in what for me is four genera-
tions removed. He is one generation, I
am four generations.

Tony gave me this photo back on Oc-
tober 18, 2002, to the Honorable John
Shimkus, we are proud to have you as
an honorary member while we continue
the Reagan legacy, Lithuanian Repub-
lican League of Illinois, Anatole
Milunas. This is a photo of President
Reagan when he is campaigning in Chi-
cago. Now I am a down-stater, I am
more by St. Louis and what we call
southern Illinois. This was a picture
Tony was very, very proud of. This was
at an ethnic festival, then candidate
Reagan was there. Tony handed him
this bumper sticker that said, “‘I love
Lithuanians,” and here is President
Reagan holding this up.

As we know, it was President Reagan
that was in Berlin and said, Mr. Gorba-
chev, tear down this wall, which is all
part of the fall of the Soviet empire
and the freeing of millions of people in
what we call the captive nations.

I was glad to play a small part in the
movement to enlarge NATO and bring
in the former captive nations that love
democracy and freedom, willing to
take and pay the sacrifice, transform
their militaries and be true allies.

One of the reasons why I was able to
do that is because of the mentorship,
the friendship, the love, the compas-
sion of this U.S. citizen who was born
in Sauliai, Lithuania, who came to this
country with nothing, lived the Amer-
ican dream, was a great citizen, but
had an appreciation for his homeland.

————
GAS PRICES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. STUPAK) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to commend the new Democratic
leadership that will finally allow the
U.S. House of Representatives to ad-
dress high energy prices. Under prior
Republican leadership in the House,
the oil industry enjoyed years of record
profits, record high gas prices and
minimal oversight and price manipula-
tion.

Curiously, in September and October
of 2006, just before the November elec-
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tions, gas prices dropped an average of
$.60 per gallon compared to the record
high prices of last summer. This $.60
drop in gas prices occurred despite the
fact that there were pipeline disrup-
tions in Alaska and indications that
OPEC would cut oil production. De-
partment of Energy’s statistics show
us that while gas prices dropped an av-
erage of $.60 a gallon in September and
October, the crude oil price only
dropped 10 cents a gallon.

If you listened to National Public
Radio this week, you would have heard
that there is evidence that the oil com-
panies intentionally influence gas price
fluctuations, and a $.60 drop was done
just before the election to influence
the November elections.

For years, the American Petroleum
Institute, the oil companies’ main lob-
bying group, has spent millions of dol-
lars on public relations campaigns to
convince the American people that gas
prices are a direct result of crude oil
prices, not oil company practices. But
yet we have a 60 percent drop in gas
prices, but only a 10 percent drop in the
price of crude.

Ignoring their own PR, oil companies
were able to significantly reduce the
gas prices in September and October
without a corresponding decrease in
their crude oil price. Some consumer
advocates, such as the Foundation for
Taxpayer and Consumer Rights, have
accused oil companies of purposefully
reducing gas prices in the months be-
fore the election to help Republican
candidates.

Since November, gas prices have al-
ready increased an average of 15 cents
a gallon. This is not the first time the
oil companies have been accused of at-
tempting to manipulate markets for
their benefit.

Internal memos from several oil com-
panies written in the 1990s have re-
vealed that the big oil companies have
worked to limit refinery capacity here
in the United States, allowing these
companies to control the supply and
cost of gasoline.

In May of 2006, the Federal Trade
Commission released its report titled
Investigation of Gasoline Price Manip-
ulation and Post-Katrina Gasoline
Price Increases. In this report, the Fed-
eral Trade Commission found that
after Hurricane Katrina refiners,
wholesalers and retailers charged sig-
nificantly higher prices that did not re-
sult from either increased costs or
market friends.

FTC Commissioner John Liebowitz,
in a statement on the report, acknowl-
edged that, and I quote, ‘‘that the be-
havior of many market participants,
on balance, leaves much to be desired.”
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Democrats have repeatedly urged the
House Republican leadership to protect
America’s pocketbooks and not that of
Big Oil. Nonetheless, the Republican
leadership refused to take action last
fall on high gas prices. The American
people have now chosen a new direction
with Democrats in charge.
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