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showed up in Washington D.C. over this
past weekend. And we need to hear
what they have to say.

But they want to respect their elect-
ed Representatives. They want the rule
of law to adhere to. They don’t want to
see this country flooded over with the
level of corruption that we have seen in
places like Mexico and Russia, or I go
there and I think, what can be done?

I can prescribe the solutions that I
think are very constructive to those
countries, but if you could snap your
fingers and get rid of the corruption in
those countries, that would be the big-
gest thing that could be done. And then
the people would have hope; they would
have faith again. They would believe
again that their government was re-
sponsible and responsive to them.

But the rule of law—and I think
about how important it is to comply
with the letter and the intent of the
law, not just avoid prosecution, not
just find a way to skirt around the
edge of it, respect and revere the law
and comply with the letter and the in-
tent of the law.

And I had this little thought that
popped up into my head—I was listen-
ing to the judge talk about this—this
little phrase recurs back to me: no con-
trolling legal authority. Do you re-
member that?

The Vice President of the United
States, Al Gore, said, well there is no
controlling legal authority. So, there-
fore, if there isn’t any way that you
can control his activities by enforcing
a law that one can point to, therefore,
whatever he might do apparently is ac-
ceptable or maybe even moral.

In the absence of prohibition, things
become moral in this era of morals rel-
ativism.

I reject that. We have got to have
high standards, high standards of con-
science, high standards of morality,
and our laws uphold those standards.
And the people on the left will con-
stantly argue you can’t legislate mo-
rality.

Well, but if you de-legislate the mo-
rality that others legislated, now you
have, now you have lowered the stand-
ard. Now you have lowered the bar.
And now people believe it’s acceptable,
and it has happened over and over
again. Our legislation is morality. Our
legislation, the laws of America, the
laws of our States and our local sub-
divisions uphold the moral standards of
the people that pass them.

It’s often our faith; our Judeo-Chris-
tian values are what shaped this coun-
try. The Declaration and the Constitu-
tion are infused with Judeo-Christian
values. And those values are part of the
culture reflected in the documents, not
the documents that drove the culture.

And if we lose our culture, the docu-
ments will become meaningless to us.
That’s why we have got to stand up for
the rule of law here on the floor of the
House of Representatives, and every-
body in America has to stand up for
the rule of law, the letter and the in-
tent of law, and the moral and ethical

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

foundation that underpins it, or we
lose our way, and we lose our country.

Mr. CARTER. I thank the gentleman
for that impassioned speech. We have
about 5 minutes more left.

So I make it very clear, I don’t think
I made it clear, but Roll Call news-
paper reported on August 25 some of
these issues with Mr. RANGEL.

I am going to go through them very
quickly. He filed an amended return
about his 2007 assets and income dis-
closing more than $600,000 in assets,
tens of thousands of dollars in income,
that he had failed to report. He failed
to report, for instance, a Congressional
Federal Credit Union, which is just
right down the hall from us here, ac-
count of at least $250,001; an invest-
ment fund account also worth at least
$250,001.

He originally claimed assets of
$516,000 to $1.316 million. Now he has
revised it to $1.028 million to $2.5 mil-
lion.

And once again he failed to report
the income on his Dominican Republic
account. He failed to report invest-
ments that netted him between 29,000
and 81,000 in capital gains dividends
and in rental income when he pre-
viously claimed between 6,000 and
17,000.

He failed to report his investment in
certain stocks, at least 1,001 of Yum
brands; 15,001 in PepsiCo; and 250,001 in
funds of Allianz Global Investors
Consults Diversified Port III, half the
limit, number three.

He failed to report rental income,
and that’s on top of the multiple alle-
gations we have been talking about.
It’s time for a Member that justice
must be swift and justice delayed is
justice denied.

I ask the leadership of this House to
move this process, reconcile these
issues of the chairman of the Ways and
Means Committee, and let’s resolve
this crisis of this House so we can no
longer be called the House of hypoc-
risy.

————
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EXAMINING THE FACTS ON

HEALTH CARE REFORM LEGIS-
LATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, tonight I
want to take a little time to examine
some of the statements President
Obama made when he addressed Con-
gress on the issue of health care. Many
of the things he mentioned in his ad-
dress deserve some clarification or out-
right rebuttal.

The President said that, Not a dollar
of the Medicare trust fund will be used
to pay for this plan. That was easy for
the President to say, and it is tech-
nically correct. It is technically cor-
rect only because there is no Medicare
trust fund. It is an accounting mirage,
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a sham of government I0Us, thanks to
decades of government deficit spend-
ing.

And, furthermore, among more than
$500 million in proposed savings from
Medicare, the Democrat bills also pro-
pose redirecting $23 billion from the
Medicare Improvement Fund to fund
new health care entitlements. Accord-
ing to current law, the Medicare Im-
provement Fund is designated specifi-
cally ‘‘to make improvements under
the original Medicare fee-for-service
program.”’

Then there is the issue of taxpayer-
funded abortion coverage. President
Obama said, Under our plan, no Federal
dollars will be used to fund abortions,
and Federal conscience laws will re-
main in place. But independent groups
have confirmed that the legislation
will result in Federal funds being used
to pay for abortions—both through the
government-run health plan and
through Federal subsidies provided
through the exchange, despite various
accounting gimmicks created in a so-
called Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee ‘‘compromise.”

Republicans offered amendments in
all three of the committees to say this
money cannot be used for abortions,
and they were rebuffed at each turn.

President Obama also went on to
claim that, ‘“‘Reducing the waste and
inefficiency in Medicare and Medicaid
will pay for most of this plan. Much of
the rest will be paid for with revenues
from the very same drug and insurance
companies that stand to benefit from
tens of millions of new customers.”

But the Congressional Budget Office
had previously found that the cuts to
Medicare Advantage plans included in
the Democrat legislation would result
in millions of seniors, including thou-
sands and thousands in my district in
North Carolina, losing their current
plan—a direct contradiction of the
President’s assertion that, Nothing in
this plan requires you to change what
you have.

The President could have strength-
ened his statements by quoting sec-
tions and lines to back up the state-
ments. We who have presented our al-
ternatives and who have stood to re-
fute the comments have been able, in
most cases, to quote the section and
the line of the bill to show that what
we are saying is the truth.

As you can see from this discussion
of the President’s speech, when it
comes to the debate over health care
reform, there are often two sides to the
issue, and it is simply not as cut and
dried as President Obama has tried to
make it out.

Many of us have serious misgivings
and disagreements with the proposed
legislation and will not allow our dis-
agreements to be mischaracterized and
sidelined by lofty rhetoric.

———

CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCUS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentlewoman from
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Ohio (Ms. FUDGE) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. FUDGE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
be given b legislative days to enter re-
marks into the RECORD on this topic.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

Ms. FUDGE. Certainly I appreciate
the opportunity to join my colleagues
of the Congressional Black Caucus, the
CBC, for this Special Order. Currently,
the CBC is chaired by the Honorable
Barbara Lee from the Ninth Congres-
sional District of California.

My name is Congresswoman Marcia
L. Fudge, and I represent the 11th Con-
gressional District of the State of Ohio.
CBC members are advocates for the
human family nationally and inter-
nationally and have played a signifi-
cant role as local and regional activ-
ists. We continue to work diligently to
be the conscience of the Congress, but
understand all politics are local.
Therefore, we provide dedicated and fo-
cused service to the citizens of the con-
gressional districts we serve.

The vision of the founding members
of the Congressional Black Caucus, to
promote the public welfare through
legislation designed to meet the needs
of millions of neglected citizens, con-
tinues to be a focal point for the legis-
lative work and political activities of
the Congressional Black Caucus.

As Members of Congress, CBC mem-
bers also promote legislation to aid ne-
glected citizens throughout the world.
We understand that the United States,
as a bellwether, has the ability to posi-
tively impact our neighbors abroad.

The United States is a leader in advo-
cating for the underprivileged at home
and abroad. Americans understand that
if we uplift others, then we, too, will be
advanced.

With this in mind, tonight’s CBC
hour will focus on poverty reduction
and the economic, social and political
outlook for the continent of Africa.
Specifically, I will discuss increasing
access to both education and financial
services in Africa.

As a member of the Education and
Labor Committee, I know well the far-
reaching effects of education on indi-
viduals’ quality of life and a nation’s
economic competitiveness. In the con-
text of improving developing nations
such as many African countries, the
basic education offers the hope of a
more prosperous world.

The benefits of basic education are
innumerable. For instance, we know
that when all citizens receive a good
education, their nation’s economic
prosperity is increased, preventable ill-
ness is decreased, democratic ideals are
spread, violent conflicts are reduced,
and women are able to advance further
than if they were discouraged from
pursuing their studies.

Mr. Speaker, I see we have been
joined by our Chair, the Honorable
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BARBARA LEE from California. I would
now like to yield to the gentlelady, Mr.
Speaker.

Ms. LEE of California. Let me thank
the gentlelady for yielding and also for
organizing once again the voice of the
Congressional Black Caucus. Thank
you so much, Congresswoman FUDGE,
for continuing to raise the critical
issues that our entire country must ad-
dress at this moment in our history,
and thank you so much for having a
focus tonight on the continent of Afri-
ca, which is often forgotten.

Africa faces numerous challenges,
which you mentioned earlier, but also
enormous opportunities, and the pro-
motion and the strengthening of the
United States-Africa relationship is
really vital to realizing the progress
that’s being made in addressing endur-
ing crises related to food insecurity,
the devastating health pandemic, such
as HIV and AIDS, and the growing
rates of inequality and poverty. Also,
the economic prosperity.

As Chair of the Congressional Black
Caucus, I am proud to point out that
the Congressional Black Caucus is priv-
ileged to draw upon the wisdom and
the expertise of our colleague on the
House Committee on Foreign Affairs,
Congressman DONALD PAYNE of New
Jersey. Congressman PAYNE is more
than a member, however; he is a resi-
dent expert on Africa. He understands
the continent and each country on the
continent.

He is the Chair of the Africa and
Global Health Subcommittee. He is
recognized on the continent of Africa
as being a person who seeks global
peace and security every step of the
way. He is also the leader of our Con-
gressional Black Caucus International
Affairs Task Force.

The Congressional Black Caucus also
is ably represented on the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee by Congressman
GREGORY MEEKS of New York; Con-
gresswoman and former ambassador
DIANE WATSON of California; Congress-
woman SHEILA JACKSON-LEE of Texas;
and also Congressman DAVID SCOTT of
Georgia.

President Obama has likewise dem-
onstrated a clear commitment to turn
the corner in Africa, most notably with
his announcement of a government-
wide United States review of the U.S.
Global Development Policy. Also, a re-
newed $3.5 billion food security initia-
tive. And also we must remember his
very stern and forthright speech in
Ghana, where he asserted America’s re-
sponsibilities to help advance a bright-
er future in Africa with action, not just
with words.

Further, Secretary of State Clinton’s
recent visit to Africa brought much
needed attention to the global fight
against HIV and AIDS, violence
against women, trade opportunities
with the continent, and all of the de-
velopment and aid issues which the De-
partment of State is responsible for.

Despite such a positive outlook for
our administration’s strategy, the per-
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sistence of health pandemics, chronic
food insecurity, a global economic cri-
sis, and a looming threat of climate
change continues to threaten the live-
lihood of millions of individuals across
Africa each and every day. There are
currently more people going hungry in
the world than ever before. According
to the United Nations’ Food and Agri-
culture Organization, almost a sixth of
the world’s population, or 1 billion in-
dividuals, are now undernourished.

Encouraging sustainable, long-term
development will require a significant
contribution from the United States
and international partners. Recent es-
timates indicate that it will cost $500
billion to $600 billion for the next 10
years to allow developing nations such
as those in Africa to grow, using re-
newable energy sources rather than re-
lying on dirty fuels.

Members of the Congressional Black
Caucus and its International Affairs
Task Force under the leadership of
Chairman PAYNE have long been a lead-
ing voice in Congress in calling for the
United States to provide support for
adaptation and sustainable develop-
ment abroad, as well as assistance to
ensure affordable access to emerging
clean technologies.

The reality is that any strategy to
combat global warming and climate
change will need to include meaningful
and equitable action on the inter-
national level. The scale of these chal-
lenges reflects the urgency of our ef-
forts here in Congress.

The goal of the Congressional Black
Caucus is to find and fund long-term,
sustainable solutions to these threats
at the household, community, and na-
tional levels.

Despite this great moral imperative,
the United States continues to spend a
disproportionately small amount of
funding on nonmilitary foreign affairs
programs. Most people in our country
think that we spend a large portion of
our budget on foreign affairs, but we
just do not do that.

Instead of spending a staggering 52
percent of the Federal discretionary
budget on an inflated defense budget
for the Pentagon, that continues to in-
vest in Cold War-era weapons systems
to the tune of about $100 billion for,
really, an enemy that does not exist,
we should be investing in diplomacy
and development activities that will
help bring stability to nations on the
brink of collapse and conflict. That is
the essence of how we ensure our own
national security.

That’s why I have introduced H. Con.
Res. 63, a resolution calling for an in-
crease in nonmilitary foreign assist-
ance to an amount equal to no less
than 1 percent of GDP. It’s hard to
imagine we’re not even at 1 percent
yet.

Foreign assistance programs are es-
sential in promoting national security
and improving the credibility and
standing of the United States in the
world. To that end, our Congressional
Black Caucus will continue to work to
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develop clear goals and strategies for
alleviating poverty, improving global
health, and encouraging sustainable
development, particularly in Africa.
We will also continue to strengthen
America’s foreign assistance and diplo-
matic capacities, which is critical to
this effort.

In noting the critical role of the
United States in Africa, I must also
speak out with regard to our responsi-
bility to urgently seek peace for the
residents of Darfur and the Sudan.
When it comes to Darfur and the
Sudan, it’s important to recognize that
the people of Sudan’s desire for a just
and longstanding sustainable peace has
been crushed repeatedly by one of the
most brutal regimes in the world.

More than 2 million South Sudanese
have died in the 21-year war, and suf-
fered countless atrocities, mostly com-
mitted by the same regime in Khar-
toum.
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That’s why it’s so important to do
the right thing now, which is to sup-
port the International Criminal Court
in its efforts to hold Sudan’s President
Bashir accountable for his crimes
against humanity. And let me tell you,
they are crimes against humanity. I
have visited the refugee camps on three
occasions and witnessed the effects of
genocide that were taking place right
in front of my eyes. I tell you, we can-
not lift sanctions at this point. We
have to keep the pressure on to help
make sure that people in the Sudan are
protected and that the humanitarian
assistance gets to them and gets to
them immediately.

The Congressional Black Caucus
under Congressman PAYNE’s leadership
was instrumental. We encouraged
President Obama to appoint a special
envoy for Sudan who is fully empow-
ered and resourced to focus on Sudan
as a whole and with special attention
to the ongoing genocide in Darfur, the
full implementation of the CPA and
the humanitarian crisis.

I have to applaud and thank Presi-
dent Obama for appointing Major Gen-
eral Gration as the special envoy for
Sudan because General Gration, who I
met the first time I was in Sudan, is
really uniquely qualified to undertake
this critically important post. I know
that I speak for all of my colleagues in
the Congressional Black Caucus when I
say that we look forward to working
with the special envoy to move us past
the current stalemate, to end the geno-
cide in Darfur and to bring peace to the
long-suffering people of the Sudan.
These are just a few—and I mean just a
few—of the many critical issues with
which the Congressional Black Caucus
is taking a leading role.

The continent of Africa is strong. It’s
resilient. The Congressional Black
Caucus is committed to working with
our colleagues here in Congress to
enact policies which support African
nations in their efforts to ensure good
governance, to prevent violence and
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conflict, and to provide a foundation
for future stability, human develop-
ment and sustainable economic
growth.

So thank you again, Congresswoman
FUDGE, for this evening and for giving
us the chance to, once again, speak our
minds and tell the American peobple
what the Congressional Black Caucus
not only continues to work on but also
to encourage their support for many of
the policies and the funding initiatives
that we have been long calling for for
many, many years. Thank you.

Ms. FUDGE. Thank you, Madam
Chair. Mr. Speaker, I would just very
much like to thank our Chair for being
here at every Special Order, for the
support that she has given to me per-
sonally but, more importantly, for the
leadership she gives to the CBC. I

thank you, Madam Chair, for being
here.
Mr. Speaker, if I may continue, I

wanted to just talk about the economic
prosperity on the African continent.
Many African countries do still, in-
deed, struggle to achieve economic sus-
tainability and growth. This pursuit is
undermined in part by the large num-
ber of citizens who have not received a
basic education. Not a single economi-
cally viable nation achieved its pros-
perity without implementing near uni-
versal primary education. Addition-
ally, education increases a Nation’s
gross domestic product. Adults with a
primary school education earn twice as
much as adults without any schooling.

In the areas of health, education and
behavior changes are also the most ef-
fective way to address preventible dis-
eases, including smallpox, tuberculosis,
diarrhea and other water-borne ill-
nesses. According to some estimations,
if all children completed primary edu-
cation, 700,000 new cases of AIDS and
HIV could be prevented each year.

We also need to improve the political
stability and reduce conflict. Edu-
cation and the free exchange of ideas
also encourages democratic styles of
government. When citizens are well in-
formed, they are more likely to par-
ticipate in their democracy. As it re-
lates to violent conflicts, education
that teaches tolerance, the value of
each individual, and respect for dif-
ferent beliefs is the best method to re-
duce violence and extremism.

Basic education provides girls and
women with expanded employment op-
portunities, which is important for the
overall advancement of families. Wom-
en’s employability is especially crucial
if they are the family’s sole support.
Children of educated women are in bet-
ter health and are twice as likely to be
enrolled in school.

Mr. Speaker, 75 million children
worldwide are not at school; 55 percent
of them are girls. Sub-Saharan Africa
accounts for nearly one-half of the
world’s school-age children who are not
enrolled in school. Twelve percent of
the developing world’s primary school-
age population is not in school; more
than 80 percent of them are in rural
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areas, and the vast majority are poor.
Globally, 134 countries account for
two-thirds of the out-of-school chil-
dren, and current projections show
that those countries will have 29 mil-
lion out-of-school children by the year
2015.

Among African nations, there are
various barriers to basic education.
The lack of school buildings, shortage
of teachers, prohibitive compulsory
fees, and unique challenges faced by
girls all limit many Africans’ abilities
to access formal education. However,
these challenges are not insurmount-
able. Nearly 80 million new places of
instruction must be created in order
for all school-age African children to
be accommodated. This will be a large
undertaking, to say the least.

I applaud African governments for
making progress towards the goals ad-
vanced in the Dakar Framework for
Action in 2000. That framework was a
statement signed by 164 countries dur-
ing the 2000 World Education Forum
stating that their commitment to uni-
versal education was strong. But with-
out diligent support from the inter-
national community, these great goals
will remain elusive.

In addition to the need for new
schools, it is estimated that an addi-
tional 3 million teachers are needed in
Africa in order for the continent to
reach its goal of universal education by
the year 2015. In Nigeria, which is the
most populous country in Africa, there
is a shortage of 1 million teachers.

Not only are workforce shortages
caused by the difficulty to obtain thor-
ough education, the availability of
teachers on the continent is also im-
pacted by the HIV/AIDS epidemic. The
disease, itself, has robbed education
systems of manpower and knowledge
and continues to drive up cost. In a re-
port released by the World Bank in
2002, an estimated 860,000 children in
sub-Saharan Africa lost teachers to
AIDS in 1999. In some cases where
there has been an increase in class en-
rollment, the loss of one teacher can
affect hundreds of students. The cost of
replacing these instructors is prohibi-
tive for many countries. If the nation
of Swaziland hired and trained enough
staff to replace the teachers lost to
HIV and AIDS, the estimated cost
would be $233 million, more than half
of the government’s budget for 2001-
2002.

Again, there are too many primary
and secondary schools in the devel-
oping world that are forced to rely on
student fees to supplement government
funding. These fees, while modest by
American standards, often prevent
children from enrolling. Similarly,
some families cannot afford the uni-
forms commonly required by the
schools.

In 2003, Kenya eliminated primary
school fees in a step towards universal
primary education for its entire popu-
lation. In Kenya alone, 1.5 million stu-
dents who had not previously attended
school then enrolled, increasing the av-
erage class size from 40 to 120. Kenya
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took a step in the right direction, but
these actions must be coupled with
greater investment by local govern-
ments and donors to address the issues
of quality that arise when access to
education is increased.

While this statistic represents an im-
provement in the rate of primary
school enrollment during the early
nineties of over 10 percent, we should
also be aware that the problems still
remain. In countries such as Djibouti,
Ethiopia, Niger and Mali, less than half
of all school-age children go to school,
and there is a disparity in enrollment
rates between boys and girls. Forty-
two percent of girls as opposed to 38
percent of boys are out of school.

As the international community and
donors discuss the importance of qual-
ity education, we must remember the
vast numbers of teachers who will need
to be trained and what this means to
the international partners who work
with African governments and civil so-
ciety groups. Education is a long-term
path to economic viability. Stimu-
lating small businesses through micro-
lending is another method of improving
the economies of developing nations,
which will ultimately lead to expanded
trade and business opportunities for all
of the world.

I and several Members recently re-
turned from a congressional delegation
to Tunisia, Rwanda, Zimbabwe and
Senegal. Our goal was to educate Mem-
bers on the impact that the global fi-
nancial crisis has had on the continent
of Africa. Additionally, we examined
the regional impact of multilateral de-
velopment banks, international finan-
cial institutions, and the International
Monetary Fund.

The codel spent significant time ex-
amining the effect of the global eco-
nomic crisis on local economies. We
were especially interested in how the
multilateral development banks and
the United States supports, particu-
larly the African Development Bank,
are helping countries to obtain grants,
loans and technical assistance. We also
explored the role and impact of the
IMF on the region during this period of
economic crisis.

Africa is of increasing strategic in-
terest to the global economy. The con-
tinent is expected to soon provide the
United States with more petroleum
than the Middle East. Again, I will re-
peat. The continent of Africa is ex-
pected to soon provide the TUnited
States with more petroleum than we
get from the Middle East.

Several reports state that more than
half of all Africans are estimated to
live on a dollar or less a day. The na-
tions we visited were interested in help
up, not a handout. Well-intentioned
countries and organizations have
poured billions of dollars into improv-
ing conditions for Africans, but their
efforts have repeatedly failed to stimu-
late large-scale sustainable growth.
This is, in part, because many of these
groups do not fully incorporate local
traditions, values and attitudes into

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

their assistance programs. Assistance
can only be successful if it is culturally
sensitive and adapts to the needs of the
local community.

The direct impact of the global crisis
on Africa, however, has been relatively
contained. Many African nations have
not been severely affected by the crisis
since African banks generally are not
well integrated into the global finan-
cial system. Nonetheless, African coun-
tries still are at risk of indirect ad-
verse effects, such as reduced world-
wide demand for African exports, a
dampening of economic growth, a
tightening of credit, and reduced re-
mittance flows. Despite these setbacks,
Mr. Speaker, African countries can
greatly benefit from programs that
both encourage productivity and pro-
mote economic independence.

Access to formal financial services is
a key component of economic develop-
ment. One method to facilitate devel-
opment is microfinance. Microfinance
is when banking institutions or even
individuals grant small loans to other
individuals, usually to establish or ex-
pand a small or self-sustaining busi-
ness. When individuals gain access to
credit, they can start a business, hire
their neighbors, and stimulate local
economic growth. For example, a loan
made to a woman to buy a sewing ma-
chine can yield an income when she of-
fers her sewing and tailoring services.
Or if a loan helps a family purchase a
cow, the milk produced from the cow
can generate both nourishment and in-
come.

The average microfinance loan
amount ranges from $50 to $5,000, and
the repayment cycle can range from 90
days to 18 months. Repayment of
microfinance loans is 98 percent com-
pared to regular business loans by tra-
ditional lenders. Official microfinance
organizations are currently only reach-
ing 5 to 8 percent of the businesses who
are in dire need of loans. Access to
credit for the poor is in dire need as
well. Microfinancing institutions also
provide access to savings accounts.

Microfinance has proven to be suc-
cessful because of its ability to reach
the poor, especially women with highly
sustainable programs that have a posi-
tive impact. As the United Nations Of-
fice of Special Adviser on Africa re-
ports, women are a better credit risk
than men and more responsible man-
agers of meager resources. Further-
more, women are, and I quote, more
committed to using their loans for the
benefit of their household rather than
self-gratifying consumption, as is com-
mon among many African men. Em-
powering women sets families on the
path toward economic independence.
This case study demonstrates how
microfinance can help alleviate pov-
erty.

In 2007, Absa Bank Group in South
Africa established a dedicated microen-
terprise finance unit to make funding
more readily available to businesses
that are formally excluded from get-
ting regular bank loans. It has been es-
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timated that as many as 97 percent of
microentrepreneurs in South Africa
had no access to loans prior to receiv-
ing funding through the AMEF. Today,
more than 4.5 million people on low in-
comes use Absa Bank services for ev-
erything from microloans to saving ac-
counts and transactions, leading the
way for microenterprise loans in South
Africa.

In addition to providing loans, micro-
finance institutions can also support
individuals by keeping savings in a se-
cure manner and by helping to accumu-
late interest on deposits.
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This allows the poor to lift them-
selves out of poverty.

Self-reliance, Mr. Speaker, is the
key. I've seen both the despair and the
resiliency of Africans. In Rwanda I met
a woman who was given a cow. Shortly
after she received the cow, the cow had
a calf, which she was then obligated to
give to her neighbor. But based upon
the cow she had and the milk that she
could harvest from that particular cow,
she was able to not only feed her fam-
ily but to sell enough milk to then buy
a bicycle.

She bought a bicycle, Mr. Speaker, so
that she could ride the 3 miles it took
to get clean water. So instead of walk-
ing, now she could ride and send her
children to get clean water. She then
made enough money to send her chil-
dren to school and pay the fees. She
then took out a loan and bought an-
other cow, and with that cow she is
able now to buy food and clothing. She
is able to do much more than she was
before. She is really quite an entre-
preneur. And, by the way, Mr. Speaker,
this woman has AIDS. But she is rais-
ing five children on her own because
someone gave her a cow and she had
the ability to go from there.

Mr. Speaker, in the very near future,
microloans that support small-scale
entrepreneurship will improve the lives
of Africans and empower them to work
their way out of poverty. Microfinance
is already proven in India and Ban-
gladesh to be an effective economic de-
velopment strategy. According to
World Vision, one loan, just one loan,
can create 40 jobs in a community of
approximately 600 to 700 people.

The difficulties faced by African na-
tions should not deter us from pro-
viding assistance. Through America’s
support of expanding basic education
and access to financial services, we can
assist African leaders and people in
creating a more vibrant continent and,
in turn, a richer world. My recent expe-
rience has confirmed for me that both
of these approaches can empower peo-
ple by providing them with confidence,
self-esteem, and the financial means to
contribute to their economic advance-
ment. Our leadership and our moral
strength is only enhanced when we
help others. Truly, Mr. Speaker, we lift
as we rise.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MASSA). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 2009, the
gentleman from Iowa (Mr. KING) is rec-
ognized for 60 minutes.

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, as al-
ways, it is an honor to have the privi-
lege to represent my constituents here
on the floor of the House of Represent-
atives and convey the thought process
for myself and a good number of my
colleagues about the issues of the day.
And hopefully we will be able to cap off
this evening and send some people to
bed with some thoughts that they’ll
wake up in the morning supporting or
else have good reasons to oppose.

A lot has transpired here since the
August break began, and we only have
1 week behind us here in the House of
Representatives since we have re-
turned. That deep tradition has been
that Members of Congress would leave
Washington, D.C. in the hot, humid
month of August. This tradition began
before air conditioning. It’s a good tra-
dition, and I think we should keep it
because we saw something phenomenal
in America this past August, and it
seemed like a never-ending series of
townhall meetings that took place in
community after community. Nearly
every congressional district held some-
thing. Some held many, many meet-
ings. I don’t know the record on the
number of the townhall meetings that
were had, but I'm sure it fell in the
dozens of meetings for a single Mem-
ber.

For myself I represent 32 counties in
western Iowa, the western third of the
State, that’s sliced from Minnesota
down to Missouri, 32 counties, 286
towns. I held a good number of town-
hall meetings, and it was a very re-
warding experience.

The thing that I take away from it,
Mr. Speaker, and there are many—I got
some ideas on the health care issue
that are on my list that I will talk
about here in a moment, Mr. Speaker.
But the thing that I will remember the
most, it isn’t a single issue or a single
individual or a way an argument was
phrased or worded or how compelling
they were, and there were many that
were compelling arguments, but it was
the image of town after town, meeting
after meeting, rooms full of people,
often people in standing room around
the outside, some people standing and
looking in the doorway. We always
found a way, I think, though, where ev-
erybody could hear. If they wanted in,
they could get in. We couldn’t always
hear the comments of everyone because
there were just too many.

But the dissenters had their say. And
they actually had, I think, a dispropor-
tionate amount of voice within the
meetings that I had, but that’s all
right. We got to hear from both sides of
the argument. We got to hear from
more of those that oppose a national
health care plan than those that sup-
port it. Those that supported it were a
distinct minority in my district, but
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they had more than their fair share to
say.

So I weighed those issues, and I
watched their reaction. But the thing I
remember the most were hundreds of
attentive people sitting there with fo-
cused attention, listening to every
word, listening to the words that were
spoken by their friends, their neigh-
bors, their family members, listened to
the responses that I gave, and weighing
this and putting it into their calcu-
lator for what America is going to look
like.

I will never forget those faces, those
eyes looking up to the front of the
room, paying attention to every word,
taking notes. Some of the questions
were so well worded, so carefully
phrased, you could tell that there was
a deep amount of research that went
into the questions. I wondered if some
of them didn’t stay up nearly all night
long to be ready just for their chance,
their chance to have that moment to
have their say.

And I’'m so encouraged by their com-
mitment, and I wish they had more
voice. I wish we could hear them now,
Mr. Speaker. I wish we could fill this
Chamber up with the people that filled
up these townhall meetings, and espe-
cially the leadership, but the rank and
file of all of us that have the privilege
here to serve in the House of Rep-
resentatives could hear those voices
again in here.

I hope when we debate a health care
bill here on the floor of the House that
this gallery is full of people. I hope the
C-SPAN camera, Mr. Speaker, rep-
resents millions out there that are
watching every move, listening to
every word, people that are taking
notes, people that are tape-recording
our actions and our words and care-
fully analyzing, and I hope we’re held
accountable for the decisions that are
made in committee where generally it
doesn’t get the press that it gets here
on the floor.

But when the day comes, the Amer-
ican people need to know that they
have been heard, that we went home,
that we traveled our districts, we did
our townhall meetings, and that we
came back and conferred with each
other and arrived at a decision that’s
the right decision for the long-term
best interests of our descendants, our
progeny and their descendants as well,
Mr. Speaker.

So I hope that’s what happens. And I
don’t know that it will. I don’t know
that it will because there are forces at
play, and some of the people, especially
in the majority, have voiced this, that
their townhall meetings with their
constituents are just one of the places
where they get the information to de-
cide. Other places might be the lobby.
It might be their coffers. It might be
their leadership. And it could be just
simply a deeply entrenched philosophy
that favors Big Government over free-
dom.

So for me in my townhall meetings,
if there was one position that I took
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that I was clear on that had the most
support of all, it was I will not support
a bill that diminishes the people’s free-
dom in the United States of America.
That’s my pledge, Mr. Speaker. I will
not diminish our freedom. It’s my free-
dom too. And I have taken an oath to
uphold this Constitution, and it’s our
Constitution and it’s about freedom. It
isn’t just about individual freedom. It’s
about the 10th Amendment. It’s about
the freedom of the States to control
those things which are not specifically
designated and enumerated for the
Federal Government. This Federal
Government has reached across the
10th Amendment and violated at least
the spirit and I will say also the letter
of the Constitution over and over
again.

And if this United States of America
passes a health care bill that looks
anything like H.R. 3200, it will be a vio-
lation of our Constitution consistently
in several different ways.

So I'm very concerned about where
we go with this: the disregard, the cav-
alier attitude that many Members of
Congress have towards the Constitu-
tion, towards their oath to the Con-
stitution, towards its meaning and to-
wards its content.

And this drive to create this single-
payer system, you know, you just
couldn’t drive the wooden stake in the
heart of HillaryCare back in 1993 and
1994. When Senator Phil Gramm stood
on the floor of the United States Sen-
ate right down this hallway where I'm
faced right now and he said this health
care bill, this national health care bill
will pass over my cold, dead political
body, a lot of people thought that Sen-
ator Phil Gramm was going to become
a cold, dead political body and that
HillaryCare was going to pass. But it
has not. It’s been 15 years and more
since Phil Gramm made that state-
ment, and he has held off this national-
ized health care, this socialized medi-
cine juggernaut. He has and many oth-
ers have too. It has been a national ef-
fort.

Yes, there are people out there that
think that they’d be better off if some-
body else would take the responsibility
for their health care, and they are
large in number but small in percent-
age, Mr. Speaker.

Now, I will make this point that we
have constantly heard the words and
the statistics that are over 40 million
people that are uninsured in America,
that we have got to do something
about the uninsured. And this number
of 40 million usually rounds up to
around 44 million. Now it has kind of
crept up to 47 million and probably the
most reliable number is close to 46 mil-
lion people uninsured in America. Now,
that’s a pretty large percentage of our
population. We have about 306 million
Americans, and if 46 or 47 million are
uninsured, that’s, let’s see, one-sixth or
a little bit less of our population.

It’s funny that the uninsured is about
the same percentage of our population
as the GDP is consumed by health care.
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