S4386

of their efforts with the core functions
of other department components, such
as the export-promotion activities of
the International Trade Administra-
tion, the economic analysis of the Eco-
nomics and Statistics Administration,
and the stewardship of technological
innovation by the National Tele-
communications & Information Admin-
istration.

That is why I am today introducing
bipartisan legislation with my Com-
merce Committee colleague Senator
Begich to establish a Job Creation Co-
ordinator at the department. Answer-
ing directly to the Secretary of Com-
merce, the Coordinator would not only
ensure that each agency is carrying
out its primary mission in a way that
maximizes U.S. employment, but also
would identify and implement opportu-
nities to link separate programs being
carried out by the agencies in a way
that ensures that department resources
are being spent in a manner which
guarantees the utmost job creation per
dollar appropriated.

Specifically, the Jobs Coordinator
would be responsible for making an ini-
tial assessment of the private sector
jobs currently being maintained or cre-
ated by Commerce Department pro-
grams; formulating an action plan for
improving these figures under existing
statutory authority; liaising with Con-
gress about additional authority which
would enhance the job maintaining and
creating abilities of Commerce Depart-
ment programs; and, overseeing the
implementation of new department
policies or statutory authorities in-
tended to enhance the department’s job
maintenance and creation potential.

The millions of Americans who have
lost their livelihoods to the economic
downturn, or whose jobs are at risk
amidst the turmoil, deserve the utmost
effort by their government to put an
end to the lay-offs and get people back
to work. I urge my colleagues to join
me in this vital effort by supporting
this legislation.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 98—DESIG-
NATING EACH OF APRIL 15, 2009,
AND APRIL 15, 2010, AS “NA-
TIONAL TEA PARTY DAY”

Mr. VITTER submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 98

Whereas the taxpayers of the TUnited
States understand that the so-called ‘‘stim-
ulus bill”’, the American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act of 2009 (Public Law 111-5; 123
Stat. 115), included a laundry list of spending
projects;

Whereas the taxpayers of the TUnited
States understand that the bailouts of Wall
Street by the United States Government
have been ineffective and a waste of taxpayer
funding;

Whereas the taxpayers of the TUnited
States agree that the United States Govern-
ment should stop wasteful spending, reduce
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the tax burden on families and businesses,
and focus on policies that will lead to job
creation and economic growth; and

Whereas taxpayers in the United States
are expressing their opposition to high taxes
and skyrocketing spending by the United
States Government by organizing ‘‘Taxed
Enough Already’ parties, also known as
“TEA” parties: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate designates each
of April 15, 2009, and April 15, 2010, as ‘‘Na-
tional TEA Party Day’.

———————

SENATE RESOLUTION 99—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT THE GOVERN-
MENT OF UZBEKISTAN SHOULD
IMMEDIATELY ENFORCE ITS EX-
ISTING DOMESTIC LEGISLATION
AND FULFILL ITS INTER-
NATIONAL COMMITMENTS AIMED
AT ENDING STATE-SPONSORED
FORCED AND CHILD LABOR

Mr. HARKIN (for himself, Mr. SAND-
ERS, and Mr. BINGAMAN) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations:

S. RES. 99

Whereas the United States has a growing
strategic involvement in Central Asia;

Whereas the interests of the United States
in Central Asia, including the operations in
Afghanistan, can only be secured by the
presence in the region of viable, vigorous de-
mocracies that fully guarantee the economic
and social rights of all people, including chil-
dren;

Whereas the Government of Uzbekistan
continues to commit serious human rights
abuses, including arbitrary arrest and deten-
tion, torture in custody, and the severe re-
striction of freedom of speech, the press, re-
ligion, independent political activity, and
nongovernmental organizations;

Whereas the Government of Uzbekistan de-
tains thousands of people for political or re-
ligious reasons;

Whereas Uzbekistan is the third largest ex-
porter of cotton in the world, and cotton is
1 of the largest sources of export revenue for
Uzbekistan;

Whereas Uzbekistan has signed and prop-
erly deposited with the International Labour
Organization (ILO) the Minimum Age Con-
vention, convened at Geneva June 6, 1973
(International Labour Organization Conven-
tion Number 138) and the Worst Forms of
Child Labour Convention, convened at Gene-
va June 1, 1999 (International Labour Organi-
zation Convention Number 182);

Whereas the Government of Uzbekistan
issued a decree in September 2008 that osten-
sibly prohibited the practice of forced and
child labor, but the Government of
Uzbekistan sent schoolchildren to harvest
cotton within weeks after issuing the decree;

Whereas the 2008 Country Reports on
Human Rights Practices by the Department
of State stated that large-scale compulsory
mobilization of youth and students to har-
vest cotton continued in most rural areas of
Uzbekistan and that the students and youths
were poorly paid, living conditions were
poor, and children were exposed to harmful
chemicals and pesticides applied in the cot-
ton fields;

Whereas research by the Environmental
Justice Foundation indicates that each year
hundreds of thousands of schoolchildren
from Uzbekistan, some as young as 7 years
old, are forced by the Government of
Uzbekistan to work in the national cotton
harvest for up to 3 months;
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Whereas a policy briefing published by the
School of Oriental and African Studies, Uni-
versity of London, in 2008, entitled ‘‘Invisible
to the World”, used extrapolations based on
surveys in 6 areas that took place in 2006 and
2007 to conclude that approximately 2,400,000
schoolchildren from Uzbekistan between the
ages of 10 and 15 are forcibly recruited into
the annual cotton harvest;

Whereas the British Broadcasting Com-
pany undertook an investigation in late 2007
and found that the Government of
Uzbekistan continues to rely on the state-or-
chestrated mass mobilization of children to
bring in the cotton harvest;

Whereas, in 2008, reports of child labor in
the cotton fields were received by multiple
media outlets and local human rights activ-
ists from the major cotton-growing regions
in Uzbekistan, including Djizzak, Namangan,
Samarkand, and Ferghana, among others;

Whereas a report by the Rapid Reaction
Group indicates that schoolchildren who
cannot fulfill their daily picking quotas are
forced to make up the difference in cash
from the pockets of their own families;

Whereas the Government of Uzbekistan de-
tained and harassed an independent jour-
nalist who accompanied a diplomat from the
United States on a research trip to Syr Daria
province, where the diplomat photographed
children working in the cotton fields;

Whereas the children working in the cot-
ton fields are stressed by the pressure to ful-
fill cotton quotas, physically abused by ardu-
ous work in the cotton fields, and subjected
to poor and hazardous living conditions dur-
ing the harvest period;

Whereas international brands such as Gap,
H&M, Levi Strauss, Limited Brands, Target,
Tesco, and Wal-Mart have banned cotton
from Uzbekistan from their products and in-
structed their suppliers to comply with the
ban;

Whereas the Government of Uzbekistan al-
lowed a survey to be conducted by the
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF),
under the strict supervision of the Govern-
ment of Uzbekistan, yet the survey was not
conducted during the fall harvest season (a
time when the likelihood of children work-
ing in the fields is significantly greater);

Whereas the Government of Uzbekistan re-
fused to fully cooperate with the ILO and the
International Cotton Advisory Committee to
undertake an independent technical assess-
ment of forced child labor during the fall 2008
harvest season; and

Whereas the ILO has conducted inde-
pendent investigations into forced and child
labor in more than 60 countries around the
world, including developing and developed
countries: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that the Government of Uzbekistan should—

(1) immediately enforce its existing domes-
tic legislation and fulfill its international
commitments aimed at ending state-spon-
sored forced and child labor;

(2) allow a comprehensive independent in-
vestigation into forced and child labor in the
cotton sector during the fall 2009 harvest
season by the International Labour Organi-
zation;

(3) in consultation and cooperation with
the International Labour Organization, de-
velop a credible and comprehensive action
plan based on the findings of the Inter-
national Labour Organization and commit
the resources necessary to end forced and
child labor in the cotton sector; and

(4) take concrete steps towards systemic
reform that will—

(A) ensure greater freedom and better re-
turns from their labor for cotton-producing
farmers; and

(B) enable such farmers to employ adults
in the cotton sector.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 100—EX-
PRESSING THE SUPPORT OF THE
SENATE FOR THE ESTABLISH-
MENT OF AN URBAN YOUTH
SPORT INITIATIVE IN PARTNER-
SHIP WITH THE UNITED STATES
OLYMPIC COMMITTEE

Mr. DURBIN submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation:

S. RES. 100

Whereas participation in sports and orga-
nized physical education is essential to fos-
tering healthy attitudes and lifestyles in
children;

Whereas the National Association for
Sport and Physical Education reports that
participation among American students in
physical education has declined dramati-
cally;

Whereas American children are experi-
encing obesity in growing numbers, and data
continues to highlight the link between obe-
sity and diabetes, heart disease, and other
life-threatening medical conditions;

Whereas youth physical fitness through
sport improves overall health, aids child de-
velopment, improves self-esteem, and in-
creases academic success in the classroom;

Whereas participation in adaptive sports
improves self-worth, health, independence,
and self-esteem for youth with physical and
cognitive disabilities;

Whereas the rate of participation by urban
youth in organized athletics is approxi-
mately one-third of the rate of suburban
youth, and this is particularly true for young
girls in urban areas;

Whereas both the world and United States
populations are becoming increasingly
urban, and if the trend of urbanization con-
tinues, by 2030 it is estimated that two-
thirds of the global population will reside in
urban areas;

Whereas establishing sports in urban set-
tings remains a particular challenge because
cities often lack the physical space needed
for sports and efforts are often fragmented
due to communication and coordination
challenges;

Whereas the selection of the city of Chi-
cago to represent the United States in its bid
to host the 2016 Summer Olympic and
Paralympic Games would leave a legacy of
youth engagement in sports in cities across
our Nation;

Whereas the city of Chicago and Chicago
2016 are committed to an initiative estab-
lishing sustainable urban sport venues and
connecting sport venues with programs that
address coaching challenges, resource issues,
and the difficulties of parental support to
run programs;

Whereas the United States Olympic Com-
mittee and its 45 member organizations are
currently investing in Olympic and
Paralympic sport and physical activity pro-
grams for Americans in communities
throughout the United States; and

Whereas the creation of an Urban Youth
Sport Initiative would increase involvement
of urban youth in sport, increase the train-
ing and availability of coaches in urban
areas for youth sports, and enhance the abil-
ity of urban cities to administer youth
sports programs: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the expansion of quality urban
youth sports programs to increase urban
youth involvement in sport; and

(2) supports the establishment of an Urban
Youth Sport Initiative in partnership with
the United States Olympic Committee.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 101—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE ON THE TRAGIC EVENTS
AT THE PINELAKE HEALTH AND
REHAB CENTER IN CARTHAGE,
NORTH CAROLINA ON SUNDAY,
MARCH 29, 2009

Mr. BURR (for himself and Mrs.
HAGAN) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was

S. REs. 101

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) offers its heartfelt condolences to the
victims and their families, and to the staff
and their families, who have been deeply af-
fected by the tragic events that occurred at
the Pinelake Health and Rehab Center in
Carthage, North Carolina on March 29, 2009;

(2) honors the lives of the deceased vic-
tims—Jerry Avant, Louise DeKler, Lillian
Dunn, Tessie Garner, John Goldstrom, Bessie
Hedrick, Margaret Johnson, and Jesse
Musser; and

(3) recognizes the heroism of Officer Justin
Garner, whose decisive action and bravery
preserved the safety of many, and wishes Of-
ficer Garner a complete and rapid recovery
from the wound he sustained.

—————

SENATE RESOLUTION  102—PRO-
VIDING FOR MEMBERS ON THE
PART OF THE SENATE OF THE
JOINT COMMITTEE ON PRINTING
AND THE JOINT COMMITTEE OF
CONGRESS ON THE LIBRARY

Mr. SCHUMER (for himself and Mr.
BENNETT) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was

S. REs. 102

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
bers be, and they are hereby, elected mem-
bers of the following joint committees of
Congress:

JOINT COMMITTEE ON PRINTING: Mr. Schu-
mer, Mrs. Murray, Mr. Udall of New Mexico,
Mr. Bennett, and Mr. Chambliss.

JOINT COMMITTEE OF CONGRESS ON THE LI-
BRARY: Mr. Schumer, Mr. Dodd, Mr. Durbin,
Mr. Bennett, and Mr. Cochran.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 103—TO AU-
THORIZE TESTIMONY AND DOCU-
MENT PRODUCTION IN RICHARD
BOWEN V. DEPARTMENT OF THE
NAVY (MSPB)

Mr. REID (for himself and Mr.
McCONNELL) submitted the following
resolution; which was:

S. REs. 103

Whereas, in the case of Richard Bowen v.
Department of the Navy, No. SF-0752-09-
0040-I-1, pending before the Merit Systems
Protection Board, a request has been made
for documents from the office of Senator Jim
Webb and a declaration from Jamie Lynch, a
former fellow in the office of Senator Webb;

Whereas, by the privileges of the Senate of
the United States and Rule XI of the Stand-
ing Rules of the Senate, no evidence under
the control or in the possession of the Senate
may, by the judicial or administrative proc-
ess, be taken from such control or possession
but by permission of the Senate;

Whereas, when it appears that evidence
under the control or in the possession of the
Senate may promote the administration of
justice, the Senate will take such action as
will promote the ends of justice consistent
with the privileges of the Senate: Now,
therefore, be it
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Resolved that Jamie Lynch is authorized to
testify and to produce documents in Richard
Bowen v. Department of the Navy, except
concerning matters for which a privilege
should be asserted.

———

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 17—AUTHORIZING THE USE
OF EMANCIPATION HALL IN THE
CAPITOL VISITOR CENTER FOR
THE UNVEILING OF A BUST OF
SOJOURNER TRUTH

Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself and
Mr. SPECTER) submitted the following
concurrent resolution, which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Rules and
Administration.

S. CoN. RES. 17

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring),

SECTION 1. USE OF EMANCIPATION HALL FOR
UNVEILING OF SOJOURNER TRUTH
BUST.

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—Emancipation Hall in
the Capitol Visitor Center is authorized to be
used for an event on April 28, 2009, to unveil
a bust of Sojourner Truth.

(b) PREPARATIONS.—Physical preparations
for the conduct of the ceremony described in
subsection (a) shall be carried out in accord-
ance with such conditions as may be pre-
scribed by the Architect of the Capitol.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 928. Mr. THUNE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 13, setting
forth the congressional budget for the United
States Government for fiscal year 2010, revis-
ing the appropriate budgetary levels for fis-
cal year 2009, and setting forth the appro-
priate budgetary levels for fiscal years 2011
through 2014; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 929. Mr. BROWN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 13, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 930. Ms. LANDRIEU submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 13,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 931. Ms. LANDRIEU (for herself, Mr.
BEGICH, and Ms. MURKOWSKI) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 13,
supra.

SA 932. Mr. KYL (for himself and Mr.
LIEBERMAN) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the concur-
rent resolution S. Con. Res. 13, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 933. Mr. KYL submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the con-
current resolution S. Con. Res. 13, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 934. Mr. CORNYN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 13, supra.

SA 935. Mr. VITTER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 13, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 936. Mr. VITTER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 13, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 937. Mr. VITTER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 13, supra.

SA 938. Mr. VITTER (for himself, Mr.
GRASSLEY, and Mr. FEINGOLD) submitted an
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