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Irag. We should not only ensure that the peo-
ple are given a full accounting of what the
President is expecting of our troops in the
coming months, and how much it will cost our
Treasury, but we must also demand account-
ing of what the war in Iraq has cost the U.S.,
and our men and women in uniform, over the
last four years.

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, | am
proud to stand today with my fellow veterans
in the House of Representatives to register
our opposition to the President’s plan to esca-
late the war in Iraq and to show our support
for our men and women in uniform.

Last November 7th, the American people
sent a clear message to Congress and the
President: we must end the war in Iraq.

Now, after nearly four years of bloodshed,
death and destruction, Congress is likely to go
on the record as opposing the plan for esca-
lating the war. No longer will Congress stand
by while the President wages a war that defies
logic, common sense and human decency.
This week, we shall take a stand. This week,
we tell the administration: “Enough is enough.
Stop ignoring the American people. Stop ig-
noring your generals and retired generals, in-
cluding Colin Powell. Stop ignoring the foreign
policy experts. Stop wasting American lives
and resources on this disastrous, unnecessary
conflict.”

This debate represents an important turning
point in the public dialogue about Irag, and so
| welcome it. But it is not enough. The esca-
lation must be stopped, but we cannot let the
momentum against the war subside after we
deal with the escalation. Our priority must re-
main ending the fighting and dying in Iraq.

We must end the senseless deaths of serv-
ice members like Marine Tarryl Hill of South-
field, Michigan, who died only last Wednesday
when his vehicle drove over a bomb in
Fallujah. Tarryl Hill was just 19 years old. He
had joined the military to help finance his edu-
cation to become a chemical engineer, but in-
stead he became the 120th serviceman from
Michigan to die in Iraq. | don’t want to see one
more promising life like Tarryl's extinguished
on the altar of this administration’s arrogance.

The loss of Tarryl’s life brings to mind the
bereavement of another patriot from Michigan,
Lila Lipscomb of Flint, whose 26 year old son
Michael died in Iraq in April 2003 when his
helicopter was shot down. A member of a mili-
tary family, Ms. Lipscomb initially believed
President Bush when he told the nation that
the war was necessary for our national secu-
rity. But her son’s letters from the front lines
and his tragic death showed her that he never
should have gone to Iraq.

| need not spend much time explaining my
opposition to the troop surge, which is simply
even more “more of the same.” This policy
takes us in precisely the opposite direction
recommended by the generals and the ex-
perts. It would simply expose Gl's to more in-
tense door-to-door fighting, in the vain hope
that, in the meanwhile, the Iragis will miracu-
lously reconcile.

The real and underlying question is how we
remove ourselves from this quagmire. As |
have emphasized many times, our Constitu-
tion gives Congress the central role in deci-
sions of war and peace. Last fall the American
people spoke loudly with their votes. We
should be here showing the voters that we
heard them and that their trust in us was well
placed.
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The ultimate, unequivocal authority of the
Congress is the power of the purse. We must
use it. Supporters of the president’s failed Iraq
policy have argued that using Congress’
spending power to end the war means that we
don’t “support the troops.” It is beyond absurd
to suggest that those of us who favor ending
funding for the war would simply abandon the
troops in the field without the equipment and
supplies they need. Every piece of legislation
proposing cutting funds for combat operations
would require the spending necessary to bring
the troops home safely.

Cliches about supporting the troops are not
really about our service members’ best inter-
ests. The true purpose of these accusations is
to distract us from the fact that we are bogged
down in an unwinnable war with no end in
sight. Keeping our troops out of harm’s way,
especially when war is unnecessary, is the
best possible way to support them. The Amer-
ican people understand that marching ahead
blindly into oblivion is no way to support our
troops. That is why they have asked us to end
this war.

Madam Speaker, the administration con-
tinues to live under the illusion that it can sal-
vage its reputation by achieving a military vic-
tory in Iraq, when it is clear that diplomacy is
the only effective means at our disposal. The
recent National Intelligence Estimate reflecting
the collective judgment of U.S. intelligence
agencies only confirms what we have seen in
the daily headlines for almost a year. It con-
cludes that the civil war has reached an inten-
sity that is “self-sustaining” and that there are
no Iragi national leaders with the ability to stop
it. No wonder the Administration stalled com-
pletion of the NIE until after the election and
the President’s presentation of his latest pro-
posal.

Most of the American people know that
there is only one way to proceed in Iraq. We
must begin the phased withdrawal of Amer-
ican troops in the next four to six months and
conclude it within the year. Redeploying our
armed forces does not mean “cutting and run-
ning.” On the contrary, we suggest continued
and extensive involvement in the region
through renewed diplomacy, a regional con-
ference and reconstruction that is free from
fraud and abuse. This sensible path is the
only one that can lead us to victory.

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Madam Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3 of House Resolution
157, further proceedings on the concur-
rent resolution will be postponed.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has agreed to the fol-
lowing resolution.

S. RES. 79

Resolved, That the Senate has heard with
profound sorrow and deep regret the an-
nouncement of the death of the honorable
Charles W. Norwood, Jr., late a Representa-
tive from the State of Georgia.

Resolved, That the Secretary communicate
these resolutions to the House of Represent-
atives and transmit an enrolled copy thereof
to the family of the deceased.

Resolved, That when the Senate adjourns or
recesses today, it stand adjourned or re-
cessed as a further mark of respect to the
memory of the deceased Representative.
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. HASTERT (at the request of Mr.
BOEHNER) for the week of February 12.

———

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Mrs. Haas, Clerk of the House, re-
ported and found truly enrolled a bill
of the House of the following title,
which was thereupon signed by the
Speaker:

H.R. 742. An act to amend the Antitrust
Modernization Commission Act of 2002, to ex-
tend the term of the Antitrust Moderniza-
tion Commission and to make a technical
correction.

————

BILL PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House re-
ports that on February 9, 2007 she pre-
sented to the President of the United
States, for his approval, the following
bill.

H.R. 434. An act to provide for an addi-
tional temporary extension of programs
under the Small Business Act and the Small
Business Investment Act of 1958 through
July 31, 2007, and for other purposes.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Madam Speaker, 1
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 11 o’clock and 35 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Wednesday, February 14, 2007,
at 10 a.m.

————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

598. A letter from the Interim Director,
Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation,
transmitting the Corporation’s final rule —
Allocation of Assets in Single Employer
Plans; Valuation of Benefits and Assets; Ex-
pected Retirement Age — received January
2, 2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Education and Labor.

599. A letter from the Interim Director,
Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation,
transmitting the Corporation’s final rule —
Benefits Payable in Terminated Single-Em-
ployer Plans — received January 2, 2007, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Education and Labor.

600. A letter from the Interim Director,
Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation,
transmitting the Corporation’s final rule —
Benefits Payable in Terminated Single-Em-
ployer Plans; Allocation of Assets in Single-
Employer Plans; Interest Assumptions for
Valuing and Paying Benefits — received Jan-
uary 2, 2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
to the Committee on Education and Labor.

601. A communication from the President
of the United States, transmitting certifi-
cation that the export to the People’s Repub-
lic of China of the specified items is not det-
rimental to the United States space launch
industry, and that the material and equip-
ment, including any indirect technical ben-
efit that could be derived from such exports,
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will not measurably improve the missile or
space launch capabilities of the People’s Re-
public of China, pursuant to Public Law 105-
261, section 1512; (H. Doc. No. 110-14); to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs and ordered to
be printed.

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions were introduced
and severally referred, as follows:

By Mr. YOUNG of Alaska (for himself
and Mr. BROWN of South Carolina):

H.R. 1006. A bill to amend the provisions of
law relating to the John H. Prescott Marine
Mammal Rescue Assistance Grant Program,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Natural Resources.

By Mr. YOUNG of Alaska:

H.R. 1007. A bill to amend the Marine
Mammal Protection Act of 1972 to repeal the
long-term goal for reducing to zero the inci-
dental mortality and serious injury of ma-
rine mammals in commercial fishing oper-
ations, and to modify the goal of take reduc-
tion plans for reducing such takings; to the
Committee on Natural Resources.

By Ms. BEAN (for herself, Mr. HILL,
Mr. ARCURI, Mr. BARROW, Mr. BERRY,
Ms. BERKLEY, Ms. BORDALLO, Mr.
BOSWELL, Mr. BoyD of Florida, Mr.
BUTTERFIELD, Mr. CARDOZA, Mr.
CHANDLER, Mr. COOPER, Mr. COSTA,
Mr. CRAMER, Mr. DAVIS of Illinois,
Mr. DONNELLY, Mr. DOYLE, Mr. ELLS-
WORTH, Mr. EMANUEL, Mr. GRIJALVA,
Mr. HALL of New York, Mr. HINCHEY,
Ms. HOOLEY, Mr. INSLEE, Mr. KIND,
Mr. LIPINSKI, Mrs. LOWEY, Mrs.
MALONEY of New York, Mr. MAR-
SHALL, Ms. MATSUI, Mrs. MCCARTHY
of New York, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr.
MCINTYRE, Mr. MEEK of Florida, Mr.
MELANCON, Mr. GEORGE MILLER of
California, Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin,
Mr. PATRICK MURPHY of Pennsyl-
vania, Mr. RoOsS, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr.
SHULER, Ms. SLAUGHTER, Ms. SOLIS,
Mr. SPRATT, Mr. TANNER, Mr. WILSON

of Ohio, Mr. YARMUTH, Ms.
WASSERMAN  SCHULTZ, and  Ms.
SCHAKOWSKY):

H.R. 1008. A bill to improve public aware-
ness in the United States regarding safe use
of the Internet through the establishment of
an Office of Internet Safety and Public
Awareness within the Federal Trade Com-
mission; to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

By Mr. PAUL (for himself, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts, Mr.
GRIJALVA, Mr. HINCHEY, Mr.
KuciNicH, Mr. McCDERMOTT, Mr.
GEORGE MILLER of California, Mr.
STARK, and Ms. WOOLSEY):

H.R. 1009. A bill to amend the Controlled
Substances Act to exclude industrial hemp
from the definition of marihuana, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California
(for himself and Mr. PETRI):

H.R. 1010. A bill to ensure that Federal stu-
dent loans are delivered as efficiently as pos-
sible in order to provide additional grant aid
to students; to the Committee on Education
and Labor.

By Mr. BOUCHER (for himself, Mr.
WOLF, Mr. MORAN of Virginia, Mr.
ScoTT of Virginia, Mrs. JO ANN DAVIS
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of Virginia, and Mr. ToM DAVIS of
Virginia):

H.R. 1011. A bill to designate additional
National Forest System lands in the State of
Virginia as wilderness or a wilderness study
area, to designate the Kimberling Creek Po-
tential Wilderness Area for eventual incorpo-
ration in the Kimberling Creek Wilderness,
to establish the Seng Mountain and Bear
Creek Scenic Areas, to provide for the devel-
opment of trail plans for the wilderness
areas and scenic areas, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources, and in addition to the Committee on
Agriculture, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. BUCHANAN (for himself, Ms.
FALLIN, Mr. GILCHREST, Mr. DAVIS of
Illinois, and Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE
of Florida):

H.R. 1012. A bill to reform laws and proce-
dures affecting small business; to the Com-
mittee on Education and Labor, and in addi-
tion to the Committees on Small Business,
the Judiciary, Oversight and Government
Reform, and Ways and Means, for a period to
be subsequently determined by the Speaker,
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. BURGESS:

H.R. 1013. A Dbill to amend title XXI of the
Social Security Act to prohibit the approval
or continuation of section 1115 waivers inso-
far as they provide coverage of nonpregnant
adults under the State Children’s Health In-
surance Program (SCHIP); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

By Mrs. CAPPS (for herself and Mrs.
CUBIN):

H.R. 1014. A bill to amend the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act and the Public
Health Service Act to improve the preven-
tion, diagnosis, and treatment of heart dis-
ease, stroke, and other cardiovascular dis-
eases in women; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.

By Mr. CAPUANO (for himself, Mrs.

TAUSCHER, Mr. SERRANO, Mr.
CARNAHAN, Mr. GONZALEZ, and Ms.
NORTON):

H.R. 1015. A bill to require automobile
dealers to disclose to consumers the presence
of event data recorders, or ‘‘black boxes’’, on
new automobiles, and to require manufactur-
ers to provide the consumer with the option
to enable and disable such devices on future
automobiles; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.

By Mr. DELAHUNT:

H.R. 1016. A bill to amend the Omnibus
Parks and Public Lands Management Act of
1996 to authorize the Secretary of the Inte-
rior to enter into cooperative agreements
with any of the management partners of the
Boston Harbor Islands National Recreation
Area, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources.

By Mr. DINGELL (for himself, Mr.
WHITFIELD, Mr. GEORGE MILLER of
California, Mr. PALLONE, Mr. WAX-
MAN, Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr. MCDERMOTT,
and Mr. FARR):

H.R. 1017. A bill to amend title XIX of the
Social Security Act to improve requirements
under the Medicaid Program for items and
services furnished in or through an edu-
cational program or setting to children, in-
cluding children with developmental, phys-
ical, or mental health needs, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

By Mrs. EMERSON:

H.R. 1018. A bill to amend he Animal
Health Protection Act to prohibit the Sec-
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retary of Agriculture from implementing or
carrying out a National Animal Identifica-
tion System or similar requirement and to
require the Secretary to protect information
obtained as part of any voluntary animal
identification system; to the Committee on
Agriculture. -
By Mr. FORTUNO:

H.R. 1019. A bill to designate the United
States customhouse building located at 31
Gonzalez Clemente Avenue in Mayaguez,
Puerto Rico, as the ‘‘Rafael Martinez Nadal
United States Customhouse Building*‘; to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

By Mr. FOSSELLA (for himself, Mr.
REYNOLDS, and Mr. CROWLEY):

H.R. 1020. A bill to authorize the Urban
Areas Security Initiative Grants Program of
the Department of Homeland Security, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Homeland Security.

By Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts:

H.R. 1021. A bill to direct the Secretary of
the Interior to conduct a special resources
study regarding the suitability and feasi-
bility of designating certain historic build-
ings and areas in Taunton, Massachusetts, as
a unit of the National Park System, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

By Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York:

H.R. 1022. A bill to reauthorize the assault
weapons ban, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. MEEK of Florida (for himself
and Mr. HERGER):

H.R. 1023. A bill to repeal the imposition of
withholding on certain payments made to
vendors by government entities; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. MILLER of Florida:

H.R. 1024. A bill to provide for the issuance
of a postage stamp commemorating the 450th
anniversary of the founding of the first Euro-
pean settlement in the continental United
States, at Pensacola, Florida, by Tristan de
Luna in 1559; to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

By Mr. MORAN of Kansas (for himself
and Mr. SMITH of Nebraska):

H.R. 1025. A bill to authorize the Secretary
of the Interior to conduct a study to deter-
mine the feasibility of implementing a water
supply and conservation project to improve
water supply reliability, increase the capac-
ity of water storage, and improve water
management efficiency in the Republican
River Basin between Harlan County Lake in
Nebraska and Milford Lake in Kansas; to the
Committee on Natural Resources.

By Mr. MORAN of Kansas (for himself,
Mrs. EMERSON, Ms. HERSETH, and Mr.
ROSS):

H.R. 1026. A bill to facilitate the sale of
United States agricultural products to Cuba,
as authorized by the Trade Sanctions Reform
and Export Enhancement Act of 2000; to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs, and in addi-
tion to the Committees on the Judiciary, Fi-
nancial Services, and Agriculture, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. MURTHA:

H.R. 1027. A bill to amend title 36, United
States Code, to authorize the spouse and sib-
lings of a recipient of the Purple Heart
medal to become associate members in the
Military Order of the Purple Heart of the
United States of America, Incorporated; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. SALAZAR (for himself and Mr.
UpALL of Colorado):

H.R. 1028. A bill to create a Rural Policing
Institute as part of the Federal Law Enforce-
ment Training Center; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.
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