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7. Section 144.23 is amended by
adding a new paragraph (c) to read as
follows:

§ 144.23 Class IV Wells

* * * * *
(c) Notwithstanding the requirements

of paragraphs (a) and (b) of this section,
injection wells used to inject
contaminated ground water that has
been treated and is being injected into
the same formation from which it was
drawn are authorized by rule for the life
of the well if such subsurface
emplacement of fluids is approved by
EPA, or a State, pursuant to provisions
for cleanup of releases under the
Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation, and Liability
Act of 1980 (CERCLA), 42 U.S.C. 9601–
9675, or pursuant to requirements and
provisions under the Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA),
42 U.S.C. 6901–6992k.

8. Section 144.24 is amended by
revising paragraph (a) to read as follows:

§ 144.24 Class V wells.

(a) A Class V injection well is
authorized by rule, subject to the
conditions in § 144.84
* * * * *

9. Section 144.26 is amended by
revising paragraph (b)(1)(iii)(B) and
removing paragraph (e).

§ 144.26 Inventory Requirements.

* * * * *
(b) * * *
(1) * * *
(iii) * * *
(B) Radioactive waste disposal wells

that are not Class I wells (40 CFR 146.5
(e)(11))
* * * * *

10. Subpart G is added to read as
follows:

Subpart G—Requirements for Owners
and Operators of Class V Injection
Wells

Sec.
144.79 General.

Definition of Class V Injection Wells

144.80 What is a Class V injection well?
144.81 Does this subpart apply to me?

Requirements for All Class V Injection Wells

144.82 What must I do to protect
underground sources of drinking water?

144.83 Do I need to notify anyone about my
Class V injection well?

144.84 Do I need to get a permit?

Additional Requirements for Class V Large-
Capacity Cesspools and Motor Vehicle Waste
Disposal Wells

144.85 Do these additional requirements
apply to me?

144.86 What are the definitions I need to
know?

144.87 How does the identification of
ground water protection areas and other
sensitive areas affect me?

144.88 What are the additional
requirements?

144.89 How do I close my Class V injection
well?

Subpart G—Requirements for Owners
and Operators of Class V Injection
Wells

§ 144.79 General.
This subpart tells you what

requirements apply if you own or
operate a Class V injection well. You
may also be required to follow
additional requirements listed in the
rest of this part. Where they may apply,
these other requirements are referenced
rather than repeated. The requirements
described in this subpart and elsewhere
in this part are to protect underground
sources of drinking water and are part
of the Underground Injection Control
(UIC) Program established under the
Safe Drinking Water Act. This subpart is
written in a special format to make it
easier to understand the regulatory
requirements. Like other EPA
regulations, it establishes enforceable
legal requirements.

Definition of Class V Injection Wells

§ 144.80 What is a Class V injection well?
As described in § 144.6, injection

wells are classified as follows:
(a) Class I. (1) Wells used by

generators of hazardous waste or owners
or operators of hazardous waste
management facilities to inject
hazardous waste beneath the lowermost
formation containing, within one-
quarter mile of the well bore, an
underground source of drinking water.

(2) Other industrial and municipal
disposal wells which inject fluids
beneath the lowermost formation
containing, within one quarter mile of
the well bore, an underground source of
drinking water;

(3) Radioactive waste disposal wells
which inject fluids below the lowermost
formation containing an underground
source of drinking water within one
quarter mile of the well bore.

(b) Class II. Wells which inject fluids:
(1) Which are brought to the surface

in connection with natural gas storage
operations, or conventional oil or
natural gas production and may be
commingled with waste waters from gas
plants which are an integral part of
production operations, unless those
waters are classified as a hazardous
waste at the time of injection.

(2) For enhanced recovery of oil or
natural gas; and

(3) For storage of hydrocarbons which
are liquid at standard temperature and
pressure.

(c) Class III. Wells which inject fluids
for extraction of minerals including:

(1) Mining of sulfur by the Frasch
process;

(2) In situ production of uranium or
other metals; this category includes only
in situ production from ore bodies
which have not been conventionally
mined. Solution mining of conventional
mines such as stopes leaching is
included in Class V.

(3) Solution mining of salts or potash.
(d) Class IV. (1) Wells used by

generators of hazardous waste or of
radioactive waste, by owners and
operators of hazardous waste
management facilities, or by owners or
operators of radioactive waste disposal
sites to dispose of hazardous waste or
radioactive waste into a formation
which within one quarter (1⁄4) mile of
the well contains an underground
source of drinking water.

(2) Wells used by generators of
hazardous waste or of radioactive waste,
by owners and operators of hazardous
waste management facilities, or by
owners or operators of radioactive waste
disposal sites to dispose of hazardous
waste or radioactive waste above a
formation which within one quarter (1⁄4)
mile of the well contains an
underground source of drinking water.

(3) Wells used by generators of
hazardous waste or owners or operators
of hazardous waste management
facilities to dispose of hazardous waste,
which cannot be classified under
paragraph (a)(1) or (d)(1) and (2) of this
section (e.g., wells used to dispose of
hazardous waste into or above a
formation which contains an aquifer
which has been exempted pursuant to
40 CFR 146.04).

(e) Class V. Injection wells not
included in Class I, II, III or IV.
Typically, Class V wells are shallow
wells used to place a variety of fluids
directly below the land surface.
However, if the fluids you place in the
ground qualify as a hazardous waste
under the Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act (RCRA), your well is
either a Class I or Class IV well, not a
Class V well. Examples of Class V wells
are described in § 144.81.

§ 144.81 Does this subpart apply to me?

This subpart applies to you if you
own or operate a Class V well, for
example:

(1) Air conditioning return flow wells
used to return to the supply aquifer the
water used for heating or cooling in a
heat pump;
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