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infrastructure, this legislation creates jobs, in-
creases tourism and spurs economic develop-
ment in the communities impacted by new rail
service.

In lowa’s First District, this bill will help fund
two new routes that would both increase rail
services and provide economic benefits. The
routes between Chicago and the Quad Cities
and Chicago to Dubuque, lowa would encour-
age economic development in both lowa and
lllinois, while creating local jobs and decreas-
ing traffic and congestion. Both of these routes
would provide another piece to a new trans-
portation corridor through the center of the
country, which would be beneficial for busi-
ness and recreation from coast-to-coast.

| am also glad to see Section 220 up for
House passage today that includes the ‘Study
of the Use of Biobased Lubricants.” This lan-
guage instructs the Federal Railroad Adminis-
tration to issue a report on the feasibility of
using readily biodegradable lubricants by
freight and passenger railroads, partly through
comparisons of these lubricants with the petro-
leum-based lubricants traditionally used. The
National Ag-Based Lubricants Center (NABL)
at the University of Northern lowa would be a
perfect partner for the Federal Railroad Ad-
ministration in this study, as NABL’s expertise
and resources in biobased lubricants is un-
matched, and it is the only entity whose pri-
mary mission is the research and testing of
agricultural-based lubricants.

| thank Chairman OBERSTAR, Chairwoman
BROWN, and the rest of Transportation & Infra-
structure Committee for their work on this leg-
islation, and | look forward to seeing these im-
portant changes becoming law.

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Chair-
man, | rise in support of H.R. 6003, the Pas-
senger Rail Investment and Improvement Act,
authored by my friend and colleague, Chair-
man JAMES OBERSTAR of Minnesota. As a
New Yorker, | strongly support making travel
easier, safer, and more affordable for my con-
stituents and for all Americans who choose
this method of travel. This bill mandates that
preference be given to rail projects that have
high levels of projected ridership and punc-
tuality which will include the development of a
high speed rail project between Washington
and New York City. H.R. 6003 serves to im-
prove not only the quality of service on the
most popular rail line in the country, but also
will increase the availability and accessibility of
mass transit to individuals. In this era of sky-
rocketing energy costs and global warming,
encouraging the development of efficient mass
transit options is very important to improve our
economy and protect our environment.

As a frequent Amtrak user, | know how im-
portant it is for rail service in the Northeast
Corridor to be in a constant state of “good re-
pair.” | am sure that thousands of my fellow
passengers, men and women traveling for
business or personal reasons on this popular
railway also will appreciate this requirement.

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Chairman, | rise
today in support of final passage of the Pas-
senger Rail Investment and Improvement Act
and to commend Chairman OBERSTAR, Rank-
ing Member MicA, and Subcommittee Chair-
woman BROWN and Ranking Member SHu-
STER for their leadership in constructing this bi-
partisan bill.

Mr. Chairman, the Passenger Rail Invest-
ment and Improvement Act of 2008—author-
izes appropriations for Amtrak for FY2009-
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FY2013 and makes long overdue improve-
ments and enhancements to the system. Mil-
lions of Americans rely on Amtrak and its local
lines for everything from commuting to work to
going on holiday. In 2007 alone, 28 million
passengers rode Amtrak. Amtrak has become
a critical part of the Nation’s transportation in-
frastructure and every effort must be made to
sustain the system as a safe and reliable
source of transportation.

This bill authorizes $14.5 billion for com-
muter rail transit enhancements, a high-speed
rail service route between New York and
Washington, DC, and contains important re-
forms and operational enhancement. The bill
also contains needed accountability measures
and capital improvement funding.

To increase accountability, the bill requires
Amtrak to implement a modern financial ac-
counting and reporting system. Amtrak must
also submit an annual budget and business
plan.

With the passage of the Davis/Van Hollen/
Hoyer amendment regarding WMATA, the bill
also provides a more reliable source of fund-
ing for maintenance and improvement projects
in the Washington, DC Metro area.

We all know that the Federal Government
relies heavily on the Metro system to bring
thousands of its employees to work each day:
employees of our national security agencies,
employees of the Department of Health and
Human Services, and all the other Federal
agencies that help provide services to the
American people. But, the Metro system is
also a critical link in any evacuation plan of
the Nation’s capital.

These are just a couple of the reasons the
Federal government has invested billions of
U.S. taxpayer dollars in WMATA construction
and maintenance projects over the vyears.
Since WMATA'’s creation, keeping the Metro
up and running has become a national priority.

The Davis/Van Hollen/Hoyer amendment
helps ensure the Metro remains a reliable
source of transportation for Federal employees
by authorizing $150 million a year in matching
funds for ten years to help WMATA pay for
critical improvement and maintenance. But,
importantly, these matching funds can only be
accessed when the local jurisdictions of Mary-
land, Virginia and the District of Columbia con-
tribute their own funds from a dedicated
source.

Currently, the Federal Government is at the
whim of local jurisdictions on a year-to-year
basis, as to whether they will uphold their part
of this long-term Federal-local funding partner-
ship regarding WMATA.

Our amendment specifically states that
funds authorized in the legislation cannot be
available until WMATA notifies the Department
of Transportation that local jurisdictions have
established a reliable source of funds to pay
their share of Metro operating and mainte-
nance costs.

Over the years, Amtrak has proven it is a
critical and growing part of the country’s trans-
portation infrastructure. Last May, Amtrak rid-
ership rose 12.3 percent from a year earlier,
and ticket sales climbed 15.6 percent. Despite
continued growth, Amtrak has not been re-
authorized since 1997.

With the passage of this bill, we have an
opportunity to end 8 years of starvation budg-
ets that have strained Amtrak resources, fro-
zen salaries and delayed capital improve-
ments.
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| encourage my colleagues to support final
passage of this bill.

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Chairman, | rise today in
support of H.R. 6003, the Passenger Rail In-
vestment and Improvement Act of 2008, legis-
lation that would authorize $14.9 billion in
funding for Amtrak over the next 5 years.

Rail service has integrated small commu-
nities with large cities across the country pro-
viding opportunity for economic expansion, in-
creased mobility, and environmentally sound
transit. Since Amtrak was founded in 1971,
our country has benefited from organized, reli-
able and safe service to individuals commuting
to and from work and individuals using rail
service for extended travel. With the sky-
rocketing costs of airline flights and gas prices
at over $4 a gallon, individuals are relying
more and more on rail service.

It is no exaggeration to say that rail service
is the lifeline from which New Jersey’s state
economy draws nourishment. Our region’s
employers—small, medium, and large—de-
pend upon an integrated rail operation to en-
able many of their employees to get to and
from work. Clients, potential clients, and busi-
ness partners use the train to come to New
Jersey. Our local entrepreneurs use Amtrak to
pitch their ideas and sell their products outside
of our home state.

For the last 12 years, Amtrak has been suf-
fering from a lack of federal support and for
the last 6 years it has been operating without
Congressional authorization. In order to keep
from going out of business, Amtrak was forced
to delay necessary repairs and security im-
provements, freeze the salaries of its employ-
ees, rescind on employee pensions and go bil-
lions of dollars into debt. The legislation before
us today would authorize the funding nec-
essary to improve Amtrak’s operations
throughout the country and bring our country’s
rail service into the 21st Century.

H.R. 6003 authorizes $14.9 billion for Am-
trak over the next 5 years. $4.3 billion of
which would be used for capital grants to help
Amtrak afford to make necessary repairs and
upgrades to the Northeast Corridor. It would
also allow Amtrak to procure new rolling stock,
rehabilitate existing bridges, as well as make
additional capital improvements and mainte-
nance over its entire network.

As a regular Amtrak rider, | appreciate the
professionalism and service that customers
enjoy every day. Amtrak’s hard working em-
ployees, including the over 1,300 employed in
New Jersey, have continued to provide high
quality service despite Amtrak’s payroll
freezes and pension problems. The Passenger
Rail Investment and Improvement Act would
provide Amtrak with $3 billion in operating
grants, which would help Amtrak make good
on its promises to these employees. A portion
of these funds would be used to pay employ-
ees salaries, health costs, and overtime pay.
It would also help Amtrak pay for increasing
fuel costs, facilities, maintenance and train op-
erations.

This legislation would also create a new
State Capital Grant program to provide grants
for States for intercity passenger rail capital
projects. In New Jersey the demand for public
transportation has skyrocketed, with NJ Tran-
sit providing 900,000 trips per weekday on its
trains, buses and light-rail vehicles. H.R. 6003
would authorize over $2.5 billion in grants to
states over the next 5 years to help organiza-
tions like NJ Transit pay for the capital costs



