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may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 1. 

And while I’m at it, I want to express 
my understanding that apparently an 
ice storm is on the way, and I appre-
ciate the cooperation we’ve had from 
both sides of the aisle in ending this 
debate a mite early so that people can 
get to their homes before the ice storm 
hits. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin? 

There was no objection. 
f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote is objected to under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken tomorrow. 

f 

DTV DELAY ACT 

Mr. BOUCHER. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
Senate bill (S. 328) to postpone the 
DTV transition date, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the Senate 
bill. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Amendment: 
Strike out all after the enacting clause and 

insert: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘DTV Delay 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. POSTPONEMENT OF DTV TRANSITION 

DATE. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3002(b) of the Dig-

ital Television Transition and Public Safety 
Act of 2005 (47 U.S.C. 309 note) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘February 18, 2009;’’ in para-
graph (1) and inserting ‘‘June 13, 2009;’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘February 18, 2009,’’ in para-
graph (2) and inserting ‘‘that date’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Section 3008(a)(1) of that Act (47 U.S.C. 

309 note) is amended by striking ‘‘February 
17, 2009.’’ and inserting ‘‘June 12, 2009.’’. 

(2) Section 309(j)(14)(A) of the Communica-
tions Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 309(j)(14)(A)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘February 17, 2009.’’ and 
inserting ‘‘June 12, 2009.’’. 

(3) Section 337(e)(1) of the Communications 
Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 337(e)(1)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘February 17, 2009.’’ and inserting 
‘‘June 12, 2009.’’. 

(c) LICENSE TERMS.— 
(1) EXTENSION.—The Federal Communica-

tions Commission shall extend the terms of 
the licenses for the recovered spectrum, in-
cluding the license period and construction 
requirements associated with those licenses, 
for a 116-day period. 

(2) DEFINITION.—In this subsection, the 
term ‘‘recovered spectrum’’ means— 

(A) the recovered analog spectrum, as such 
term is defined in section 309(j)(15)(C)(vi) of 
the Communications Act of 1934; and 

(B) the spectrum excluded from the defini-
tion of recovered analog spectrum by sub-
clauses (I) and (II) of such section. 

SEC. 3. MODIFICATION OF DIGITAL-TO-ANALOG 
CONVERTER BOX PROGRAM. 

(a) EXTENSION OF COUPON PROGRAM.—Sec-
tion 3005(c)(1)(A) of the Digital Television 
Transition and Public Safety Act of 2005 (47 
U.S.C. 309 note) is amended by striking 
‘‘March 31, 2009,’’ and inserting ‘‘July 31, 
2009,’’. 

(b) TREATMENT OF EXPIRED COUPONS.—Sec-
tion 3005(c)(1) of the Digital Television Tran-
sition and Public Safety Act of 2005 (47 
U.S.C. 309 note) is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(D) EXPIRED COUPONS.—The Assistant Sec-
retary may issue to a household, upon re-
quest by the household, one replacement 
coupon for each coupon that was issued to 
such household and that expired without 
being redeemed.’’. 

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
3005(c)(1)(A) of the Digital Television Transi-
tion and Public Safety Act of 2005 (47 U.S.C. 
309 note) is amended by striking ‘‘receives, 
via the United States Postal Service,’’ and 
inserting ‘‘redeems’’. 

(d) CONDITION OF MODIFICATIONS.—The 
amendments made by this section shall not 
take effect until the enactment of additional 
budget authority after the date of enactment 
of this Act to carry out the analog-to-digital 
converter box program under section 3005 of 
the Digital Television Transition and Public 
Safety Act of 2005. 
SEC. 4. IMPLEMENTATION. 

(a) PERMISSIVE EARLY TERMINATION UNDER 
EXISTING REQUIREMENTS.—Nothing in this 
Act is intended to prevent a licensee of a tel-
evision broadcast station from terminating 
the broadcasting of such station’s analog tel-
evision signal (and continuing to broadcast 
exclusively in the digital television service) 
prior to the date established by law under 
section 3002(b) of the Digital Television 
Transition and Public Safety Act of 2005 for 
termination of all licenses for full-power tel-
evision stations in the analog television 
service (as amended by section 2 of this Act) 
so long as such prior termination is con-
ducted in accordance with the Federal Com-
munications Commission’s requirements in 
effect on the date of enactment of this Act, 
including the flexible procedures established 
in the Matter of Third Periodic Review of 
the Commission’s Rules and Policies Affect-
ing the Conversion to Digital Television 
(FCC 07–228, MB Docket No. 07–91, released 
December 31, 2007). 

(b) PUBLIC SAFETY RADIO SERVICES.—Noth-
ing in this Act, or the amendments made by 
this Act, shall prevent a public safety service 
licensee from commencing operations con-
sistent with the terms of its license on spec-
trum recovered as a result of the voluntary 
cessation of broadcasting in the analog or 
digital television service pursuant to sub-
section (a). Any such public safety use shall 
be subject to the relevant Federal Commu-
nications Commission rules and regulations 
in effect on the date of enactment of this 
Act, including section 90.545 of the Commis-
sion’s rules (47 C.F.R. § 90.545). 

(c) EXPEDITED RULEMAKING.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of law, the Fed-
eral Communications Commission and the 
National Telecommunications and Informa-
tion Administration shall, not later than 30 
days after the date of enactment of this Act, 
each adopt or revise its rules, regulations, or 
orders or take such other actions as may be 
necessary or appropriate to implement the 
provisions, and carry out the purposes, of 
this Act and the amendments made by this 
Act. 
SEC. 5. EXTENSION OF COMMISSION AUCTION 

AUTHORITY. 
Section 309(j)(11) of the Communications 

Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 309(j)(11)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘2011.’’ and inserting ‘‘2012.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. BOUCHER) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. BARTON) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Virginia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BOUCHER. Madam Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks on the 
legislation now pending. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BOUCHER. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, today we take a 
highly regrettable, but necessary, step 
and delay the date for the digital tele-
vision transition from the currently 
scheduled February 17 until June 12. 
With this delay, and the additional 
funding for the program which the 
stimulus measure will provide, we can 
assure a smooth transition and avoid 
the disruption and the loss of tele-
vision service by millions of American 
homes that otherwise would occur. 

Yesterday, the Nielsen service that 
surveys and reports on television view-
ing in America reported that more 
than 6 million American households 
that have over-the-air dependent ana-
log television sets are completely un-
prepared for the transition. Those 
homes will lose service if analog broad-
cast ends on February 17. These 6 mil-
lion homes do not have cable or sat-
ellite subscriptions, they depend on the 
use of rabbit ears or outdoor antennas 
in order to receive television service 
delivered over the air. 

More than 3 million applications for 
converter box coupons are currently 
pending at the NTIA, and the program 
is currently out of funds. These 3 mil-
lion pending coupons, therefore, cannot 
be honored. 

It’s truly unfortunate that the situa-
tion that we now confront was com-
pletely avoidable, but previous action 
to avoid it simply was not taken. Many 
of us warned years ago, when the legis-
lation setting the February 17 DTV 
transition date passed, that the $1.34 
billion set aside for the coupon pro-
gram for converter boxes was not suffi-
cient. We pointed out that there are 70 
million analog television sets in serv-
ice in the U.S. that are over-the-air de-
pendent. These television sets receive 
their television signals through the use 
of rabbit ears or outdoor antennas. The 
$1.34 billion finances converter boxes 
for less than one half that number. It 
simply was not realistic to assume that 
more than one-half of these 70 million 
sets would simply be discarded. 

The decision was consciously made at 
the outset that only $1.34 billion in rev-
enues from the 700 megahertz auction— 
which itself derived more than $20 bil-
lion in revenues—would be expended in 
order to ease this transition and assure 
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