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called it, ‘““The Wah.”” Some of the peo-
ple we know there have enjoyed and
been so impressed with the remarks of
Senator INOUYE as he was interviewed
about his experiences during World
War II. His heroism and commitment
to America was demonstrated in so
many different ways in that program.
He spoke so eloquently and so
insightfully about the nature of war,
the difficulty and brutality of war. I
think not only did he affirm the coura-
geousness of our soldiers, but he gives
us cause to look for ways to avoid such
events in the future. It is worth noting.

Hopefully, that whole production will
be seen around the country and more
people will get a better picture of the
enormity, the breadth, the commit-
ment our Nation gave during that deci-
sive period in our history.

Senator STEVENS also, of course, was
a person who served courageously in
that conflict. It is an honor for me
today to be with these two fine patri-
ots as we apparently move to final pas-
sage of this important legislation.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Hawaii.

Mr. INOUYE. Madam President, I
thank the Senator from Alabama for
his generous remarks. I thank him
very much.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. Madam President, there
will be no more rollcall votes tonight.
We received permission from both sides
to voice vote the matter that is now
before the Senate.

Mr. STEVENS. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that Senator
KYL be added as cosponsor to amend-
ment No. 3192.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. STEVENS. I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. INOUYE. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. INOUYE. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to vote on passage of the bill,
that upon passage, the Senate insist on
its amendment, request a conference
with the House on the disagreeing
votes of the two Houses, and the Chair
be authorized to appoint conferees on
the part of the Senate with the sub-
committee appointed as conferees.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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The bill having been read the third
time, the question is on the passage of
the bill, as amended.

The bill (H.R. 3222), as amended, was
passed.

(The bill will be printed in a future
edition of the RECORD.)

Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I move
to reconsider the vote, and I move to
lay that motion on the table.

The motion to lay on the table was
agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
CASEY). Under the previous order, the
Senate insists on its amendment and
requests a conference with the House,
and the Chair appoints Mr. INOUYE, Mr.
BYRD, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. HARKIN, Mr.
DORGAN, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN,
Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. KOHL, Mrs. MURRAY,
Mr. STEVENS, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. SPEC-
TER, Mr. DOMENICI, Mr. BOND, Mr.
MCCONNELL, Mr. SHELBY, Mr. GREGG,
and Mrs. HUTCHISON as conferees on the
part of the Senate.

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, today, I
was pleased to support the fiscal year
2008 Defense Appropriations Act. I
would like to thank the Chairman of
the Defense Appropriations Sub-
committee, my good friend and col-
league from Hawaii, Senator INOUYE
and Ranking Member STEVENS for their
leadership in managing this bill with
such impartiality and expediency. Not
only does this bill fully support the fa-
cility, training and equipment require-
ments of our men and women in uni-
form, but it also provides a much need-
ed increase in funds for military health
over the President’s budget request to
ensure that members of our Armed
Forces receive the care that they de-
serve. As chairman of the Veteran’s Af-
fairs Committee, I strongly supported
the additional inclusion of $73 million
to fund the programs authorized in the
Dignified Treatment of Wounded War-
rior Act which addresses shortfalls in
the care provided to our injured or ill
soldiers.

I also applaud the inclusion in this
bill of a provision which recognizes the
dedication and sacrifices made by both
the members of our Armed Forces and
their civilian counterparts by pro-
viding a 3.5 percent increase in basic
pay for all servicemembers and civilian
personnel, a 0.5 percent increase above
the President’s request. I was also
pleased to support the addition of $1
billion to properly equip the National
Guard and Reserve forces who risk
their lives to defend our nation.

As this bill moves toward conference
I will continue to work with my col-
leagues in both the Senate and the
House to ensure that our military
members and their families have the
resources they need and the support
they have earned.

———
TRIBUTE TO PAUL CROWLEY
Mr. REED. Mr. President, I rise

today, joined by my friend, Senator
WHITEHOUSE, to recognize the life of
Paul Crowley, a Rhode Island State
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Representative who distinguished him-
self with an extraordinary career as a
business leader and particularly as a
civic leader in the State of Rhode Is-
land.

Paul passed away on September 24,
2007, after serving nearly 27 years as a
member of the Rhode Island General
Assembly. Indeed, I had the privilege
and pleasure of serving with Paul years
ago. He was a friend to me. He was a
source of wise counsel, and he was
someone who was universally admired
for his commitment, particularly his
commitment to children.

Paul’s passion was to try to reform
the educational system of Rhode Is-
land. He brought that passion with him
every day to the State House in Provi-
dence. He was someone who was
unafraid of taking on anybody when it
came to helping children perform bet-
ter in school. It was not confrontation
for the sake of confrontation; it was
constructive, robust debate—always
with the focus on improving the oppor-
tunities for children to learn in our
State so they can take those skills and
build strong families, a strong commu-
nity, and a great nation.

Paul is a contemporary. He was born,
as I was, in 1949. He graduated from the
University of Rhode Island in 1973 and
was first elected as a Democrat from
Newport in 1981. In the intervening
years he has, more than any one person
in Rhode Island, profoundly shaped
education policy for our State. As I
said, he took it upon himself with a
passion, with a commitment, with a
sense that this country is all about op-
portunity, and the greatest engine of
opportunity for Americans is a good
public education.

He was an unstinting advocate. He
was someone who understood the na-
ture of the educational process. He
worked ceaselessly, tirelessly, and he
bore the frustrations of public service
with a sense of purpose. At the end of
his career, he could look back at pro-
found changes for the better in the edu-
cational system of Rhode Island.

He was way ahead of his time in
terms of emphasizing school account-
ability, standards-based reform, and
measuring student progress. Years be-
fore these ideas were embraced and
supported at the Federal level, Paul
was talking about them at the State
level and led a State-wide reform ef-
fort. He was committed to making sure
education was available for all our citi-
zens, regardless of race, background, or
income; that they would have access to
a high-quality public education as a
foundation to higher education.

He was also an advocate for career
and technical education, understanding
that one size does not fit all; that the
essence of education is finding the tal-
ent in that child and giving that child
the opportunity to use that talent. For
many, it is career and technical edu-
cation.

He understood that in this new global
economy, Americans could not stand
pat when it came to education. They



