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to help communities purchase these
lifesaving devices.

I hope that the President does not
send Congress another budget that pro-
poses Draconian cuts in funding for
heart disease and stroke research, pre-
vention, and treatment programs. Fail-
ing to make these investments will
have real consequences. It is projected
that, if we don’t act today, deaths from
heart disease alone will increase by
nearly 130 percent by 2050.

I encourage my colleagues to take a
few minutes during February to recog-
nize American Heart Month and to join
me in starting a national dialogue
about making the fight against cardio-
vascular disease a priority.

——————

HONORING BLACK HISTORY
MONTH

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, today I
join millions of people across our Na-
tion to commemorate Black History
Month.

Black History Month is a time to
honor those heroes of the past and
present who have played pivotal roles
in African American history. During
this month, we celebrate the lives of
these extraordinary individuals and
pay tribute to their many sacrifices
and great accomplishments in
strengthening the diverse cultural his-
tory we have in America. We are espe-
cially reminded during this month to
renew our commitment to ensuring
equality and justice for all Americans.

Black History Month was originally
established as Negro History Week,
later known as Black History Week, in
1926 by Dr. Carter G. Woodson, a son of
former slaves who became the second
African American to earn a Ph.D. from
Harvard University. Woodson chose the
second week in February in remem-
brance of the birthdays of two promi-
nent individuals in the history of Afri-
can Americans—President Abraham
Lincoln, who promulgated the Emanci-
pation Proclamation, and Frederick
Douglass, one of the most renowned
black abolitionists. In 1976, Black His-
tory Week was officially expanded to a
month-long celebration—Black History
Month, or African-American History
Month.

Since 1926, the Association for the
Study of Afro-American Life and His-
tory, ASALH, has established the na-
tional theme for Black History Month.
This year’s theme is ‘“From Slavery to
Freedom: The Story of Africans in the
Americas.” Long after slavery was
abolished, people of African descent
struggled for the basic rights afforded
American citizens. This year’s theme
brings to light this quest for equality
and freedom during the age of emanci-
pation, when Africans throughout the
Americas were emerging from the
bonds of slavery to take their rightful
place in society. The path was not an
easy one—independence and liberty re-
mained elusive for many. Yet through
the work of visible leaders and heroes
and those individuals who quietly per-
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severed, we see great achievements in
the African-American experience—tri-
umph that went hand in hand with
some of the greatest struggles and
most severe obstacles.

In Idaho, many individuals have con-
tinued Woodson’s vision to educate and
inform our communities about the
great contributions of African Ameri-
cans. For over 85 years, Idaho’s Na-
tional Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People, NAACP—com-
prised of some of Idaho’s finest citizens
and humanitarians—has served as a
leader for promoting cultural diversity
and awareness in our state.

I also commend the work at the
Idaho Black History Museum. Estab-
lished in 1995, this museum is the only
one of its kind in the Pacific North-
west. Through its exhibits and commu-
nity outreach programs such as lec-
tures, workshops, literacy courses, and
musical performances, the Idaho Black
History Museum successfully fosters a
deeper understanding of cultural diver-
sity in the State of Idaho.

HONORING MAMIE OLIVER

Today, I join with the Idaho Black
History Museum in honoring a special
Idahoan—Dr. Mamie Oliver—for her
outstanding record of achievement and
efforts on behalf of Idaho’s commu-
nities. A historian, professor, and com-
munity leader, Dr. Oliver truly em-
bodies what Black History Month is all
about.

When Mamie Oliver accepted a posi-
tion at Boise State University in 1972,
she became Idaho’s first African-Amer-
ican professor. At Boise State, Dr. Oli-
ver and her students completed
foundational research on African-
American history in Idaho, launching
the early development of what was pre-
viously untold history.

Dr. Oliver was influential in getting
the St. Paul Baptist Church building
on the Historical Register. The church,
established in 1909, was one of two Afri-
can-American churches in Idaho and is
now the home of the Idaho Black His-
tory Museum. Together with her hus-
band and fellow community leader, Dr.
H. Lincoln Oliver, Ph.D., B.D., she
sought to meet the needs of the less
fortunate in the community by found-
ing the Treasure Valley Council for
Church and Social Action 25 years ago.

For her remarkable service, Dr. Oli-
ver was recognized as a Distinguished
Citizen by the Idaho Statesman and as
one of the ten Outstanding Women in
Idaho by the Boise March of Dimes. Dr.
Oliver was selected for the Jefferson
Award for Outstanding Public Service
Benefiting Local Communities by the
American Institute for Public Services
and received the 2004 Women of Today
and Tomorrow Award from the Girl
Scouts of Silver Sage Council (Boise).

Dr. Oliver was appointed by Governor
Evans to chair the first Martin Luther
King, Jr., Task Force and by Governor
Kempthorne to serve two terms on the
Governor’s Coordinating Council for
Families and Children.

Dr. Oliver and her late husband, Dr.
Lincoln Oliver, have two adult children
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and two grandchildren. Currently, she
teaches at Northwest Nazarene Univer-
sity in Nampa, ID.

We in Idaho are proud to have indi-
viduals such as Dr. Mamie Oliver in our
community. It is through the dedica-
tion of people like Dr. Oliver that we
realize as a Nation our strengths and
are empowered by what is integrally
part of our American history and
brought to the forefront this Feb-
ruary—Black History Month.

Our Nation has made great strides in
putting civil and human rights chal-
lenges behind us. But we must be ever
vigilant in pursuing the fundamental
principles of equality and justice and
in continuing the legacy that so many
individuals have worked so hard to
achieve. In Congress, one of our most
important duties is to protect these
core personal freedoms that we as
American citizens enjoy.

———

SENATOR GEORGE SMATHERS

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, I rise today to recognize the life
and achievements of Senator George
Smathers. I delivered remarks at his
memorial service on January 29. I ask
unanimous consent to have printed in
the RECORD the remarks.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

It is fitting that we gather in this commu-
nity, in this state, to honor George A.
Smathers—an outstanding American, and
one of the great sons of Miami and Florida.

Because it was here that George Smathers
grew up.

It was here that he became president of the
student bodies at Miami Senior High School
and his beloved University of Florida, where
he also was captain of the basketball, track
and debate teams.

It was here that he joined the Marines,
faking appendicitis so he could avoid a Navy
desk job and see combat in World War II.

And it was here that the handsome young
Miamian broke into public service as an as-
sistant prosecutor, after which he kept as-
cending and never looked back.

This community, this state—this is where
George Smathers devoted so much of his life.

I am honored that his family asked me to
pay him tribute. He has two wonderful sons,
John and Bruce, and is survived by his de-
voted wife Carolyn.

The fact of the matter is—my life has
intersected with the family for 45 years.
Even today, my desk in the chamber of the
United States Senate is the one used by
George Smathers.

I first met the Smathers’ family when I
was a college intern in the senator’s office.

But it is the friendship of one of George
Smathers’ sons that has been especially im-
portant in my life.

At a time in my young life when I lost both
parents, Bruce was more than a friend, he
was a brother. Bruce is always faithful,
never waivers, always encourages. He is a
loyal friend—a Smathers’ trait.

Bruce and I even introduced each other to
our wives. And ‘‘little’” Bruce is my godson.

As a kid, I'll never forget attending the fu-
neral of President Kennedy with the senator
and his sons, watching the rider-less horse
with the boots turned backward, following
the caisson down Pennsylvania Ave. and
across Memorial Bridge for the burial at Ar-
lington.



